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fubje&ion to the French king; whereas, if they continue to enjoy
the moft important of their ancient laws and cuftoms under a new
na-me, and expreffed in a file and phrafe fomewhat different from
the former, and carrying with it the ftamp of your Majefty's
authority, the idea of their former fovereign, and of the parliament
of Paris, and. of the wife lawyers that conipofe it, would by
degrees wear out of their minds, and they would think of nothing
upon thefe occafions but the king of Great Britain and his code,
and the great favour he had fhewn them in permitting their
.principal laws and cuftoms to continue, and giving them thè
exprefs fanCion of his royal authority. This we take to be a
very capital advantage attending this meafure of compiling a code
of laws.

As to the inconvenience that might arife from the omiflions or
imperfeaions of this code (for we readily admit that it would be
very imperfed) it muft be obferved, that they might be con-
tinually leffened and remedied by frelh ordinances, from time to
time re-enaâing thofe parts of the former laws and cuftoms of this
province which appeared to have been forgotten in the code, and
which the governour and council thought worthy to be re-
eftablifhed: and in the mean time the code itfelf (imperfe& as we
fuppofe it to be) would 11ill be fufficiently exaa to determine all
the common cafes that occur in the ordinary courfe of humAn
affairs, fuch as the rules of inheritance in the direa line, the rules
of dower, and of the hufband's tights arifing from the matrimonial
contra&, the ufual rules about quit-rents, alienation-fines, and other
profits due to your Majefty and to other lords, the ufual methods
of invefliture of lands by performing fealty and homage, and the
]ike, which would be fufficient to prevent the country from falling
into general confufion.

This code we fuppofe to contain the whole of the law by which
the province is to be governed, criminal as well as civil, to the
exclufion of the whole of the Englifh law, as well as the French,
except what was contained in the code itfelf, and the ads of par.-
liament relating to the cuffom-houfe duties, and thofe few other
flatutes that e-'prefsly relate to this colony by name or fuicient
wcords of defeription fince the conqueif of it, or which, though
made before the conquea of it, yet extend 49 it by virtue of the
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