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PElIDÂLE SCHOO00L

No. XXI. Tut, AUFRicA,, RoBiN.

Mmdrua Migralorius, Lino. ý76I A. 0. U.)- 'atural length, about ten in.

The Robin, the forerunner of the Spring.
LtJNGFELLOW. -Lady Wienttworth, line 113.

T. Here we have a rnounted specimen of our Cana-

dian robin. They had nearly ail gone south to epend

their winter, and in this nionth ot April we shall sec

t.hem returning. Look carefully at it.s bill, it8 feet,

itâ wing feathers, and its color.

Neit let us bear what Tennyson saye of the robin,

and tllu me what you think of IL:
In the Spring a fuller crimion cornes upon the robin's bresat.

CHORUS 0F S. Our robin bas no crimson on its

bresat.
T. Here je a verse front Wordsworth:

"Art thou the bird whom man loves best,
The pius bird with the arldr1t breast-

Our littie English robin;

The bird that cornes about our doors
Wben Auturnn winds are sobbiug."

CHORUS. Our robin's breast je not .çcarlet.

&. Wby doeo Wordsworth cali the English robin

"the pious bird "?

T. Delie W. Norton, in a pocin to the Robin Red-

breset, eaye:
On fair Britannias isie, bnight bird,
A legend strange je told of thee - 1

S. What je the legend?

T. Iloskyns-Abraliail, in IlEnglish Lynie," gives

it bniefiy, th us:
Bearing Hia cross, while Christ passed fortthforlorn,

Hia "o-like forehead by the rnock crown tom,

A littie bird took froin that crown one thora.

To soothe the dear Redeeiner's throbbing head

That bird did what sbe could; Hie blood, 'tis said,
Down dropping, dyed her tender bosorn red.

Since then no wanton boy disturbe ber nest;

Wessel nom wild-cat will ber young moleet;

Ail sacred deese the bird of ruddy breast.'l

S. la the etory true?
T. Oh, you shouhd know that mach. IL je a

pretty, poetic picture, suggested by tbe blood-red

breast of the little bird.

$, 13ut our robin's brenat is not blood-recl.

ANoTrHEER S. Nor is it a very lile bird. Ton
inches long is a pretty fair size for a bird.

T. You are rigbt. Our robin is altogether differ-

eut from the robin of the songe and etories of Eng-

land. Tbe color of the breaet of our robin ie-

S. Chestnut, or reddigh orange.
T. Correct. And it wua called the robin by the

fir8t 8ettiers, becanse it had a reddieh bresat and fre-

quents the neighborhood of man, and migrates to the
south in winter, returning in 8pring, something 1ike

the robin in their home countzy. It belongs to the

thrusk family of the song perchere, however, and ita

scientifie naine meane "lthe mîgratory tbrush."

S. But it je different from the English robin?

T. Very. The English robin belonga to the

ivarbler farnily of the song perchers, and igs omething

of the size and shape of our warblers, which are so

abundant in May. Ita breast is of a mach brighter

and purer red than that of our robin, also.

S. Are there many different kinde of birds of Lb.

tbrush family in the province?
T. Five or six, perhaps. Wilson's thrush, Olive-

backed thru8h, and the bluebird, belong to, the family.

S. How cati we know a thrush froin other birda?

T. Count the number of quili feathere on the lutL

great joint of the wing-the primaries, au they arn
called.

S. There are ten; but the firet is very short.

T. Correct. Examine the tarsus-the bare part

of the leg.
S. It is covered with one continuons plate, like a

boot, insread of several email plates or scales.

T. Yes. That is whatisecalled ac"booted tareus."l

Whichi is longer, the tareus or mîiddle toe?

S. They are very nearly the saine in length; at

least, the tarsus is not much longer.

T. How je the bill?

S. Not stout like the Grosbeak's; rather siender,

with the slighteet curve, and a emaîl notch. near the

tip of the upper.
T. Very good. Have you ever noticed what they

feed upon?
S. Bernies, worme, caterpillars and other insecte.

T. They are useful, therefore, you see, and wel

should encourage their multiplication.
s. When feeling, or hopping on the ground, it

repeats quite friskily, pwoee-shl, Pwee-sht, pemP-POmp.

T. What je its neet made of ?

S. 0f fine twige, covered ineide with taud, then

lined with very fine grass fibres. They are often

saddled on the branches of trees.

T. And you have seen their eggs?

S. Yes. Generally about five, of a beautifal sea-

green, a little longer than an inch the longest wai ,


