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bo located by the Fresbytories quickly, -
without any new power, for the next zix .
months. There might bo a&n extra ¢zl .-
for funds but that could be met. Tha !

THE OLD CRY—LIORE IIINIS-
TERS WANTED.

BY REV. P. G. MACGREGOR, D. D,

In your last issue, you notice My, Lay-
ton’s overture torevivein some form the
right of o Presbytery to initiate steps for
the settlement of o minister should the
congregation neglegt this too long. You
also noticed Rev, J. McGregor McKny's
“4m ressive statements of the evils, the
fotal ruin brought upon whole congrega-
tions biy the neglect to secure sottled Pas-
tors.” It is to be hoped that these matters
will be well considered. Yon add, ““Qur
church should adapt her measures to the
necessities of the timesand place.” True,
and I wish a Committee of Inguiry had
been appointed by Synod, te investigate
and report, next year, on the canses of the
inadequate snppl{ of ministers, andmeans
to be need to obtain a sufficient force.
Such an inquiry could do ne harm, and it
niight doa great deal of good, by present-
ing the claims of Christ to Christian pa-
rents and youths and especially to yonng
men attending Acedemies and Colleges
not o few might be led to thought, to
prayer for direction, and to a decision in
o way which would tell powerfully in our
future prosperity.

You may say “Settle over congrega-
tions the best men you can lay your hand
on.'. Very good-—put whers can you get
them? I had almost said *‘First catch
your bare,” but it seems irreverent. The
difficulty is that one cannot get “good
men” on whom to *Jay hands” and neith-
. er the jus devolutum nor any change in
the line indicated will furnish them.
Not that I would object to that overture
going to the Assembly, but I do object
to the idea going abroad, that the pro-
posed change will meet our want, or
* give us any appreciable relief. I cannot
gee that it will add a man to cur working
force, and still am under the conviction,
that what is waated is not more Presby-
terinl power, but more young men from
Christian fomilies in town and country,
studying for the ministry and more zeal
in ministers in encouraging young men of
piety and promise to prepare for the
work.

Let us deal briefly with facts, and I
shall firss refer to Mission Stations. In
April last there were 36 of these in the
Maritime Provinces nnsupplied with re-
ligious services. from the Presbyterian
body. Inanother month the whole 36
had young men, and for no other cause.
If the men were -obtainable, they would

want that cannot be met iz want ¢f
Preachers. ’

Messrs, Pitblado and Gordon in thoir '

reévort respecting the North-West sy,
“Studonts do excellent work the fix}
season, but as soon as they Jeave the fecld
their é)lacea should be supplied with or-
doined migsionaries. We sholl then renp
where we have sown, and not leave ozr
croY to be harvested by others, or worss

stil

continuous presence of a missionary, is es-

sential even to financial success.

‘What is bere delineated is exactly what
kas happened in distriots described by Mr
McKay, and is bappening now in some

laces in these Provinces mot however
rom deficiemcy of Presbyterial power,
but from the want of money and men.
We can get the first, for when the caseis
fairly presented our peogle do respond;,
but they have not yet so appreciated the
vork to be done as to furnish in sufficien
force the labourers, and for want of there
“‘our orop.is in some places neither haz.
vested by ourselves nor by others but
‘going to waste,””

Let us next look at congregations. Sev-
en young men left our Pine Hill Collers
at the close of April and licenscd letxs
say before the end of June. Four menths
have elapsed, and four of thess had seafs
in Synod, while two others bad calls pre-
sented and acceped, and the time of their
ordination appointed, and the soventh
will doubtless soon follow. Have tho
people proved themselves either careless
or sfow? Besides these, within the year
or thereabout Rev, Messrs. Maxwell,
Robeit 5'Rogers, Crawford, Tharpe, Xie-
Leod, McKenzie, McDougall and Naira
have all been called and seftled. Hers
tha sizteen harmonius seltlements in less
than as many months, and most o
them unanimous. Would anything bet-
ter than this bo gained by Presbyterial
interference in any form?

. But have we not a lot of uncalled mex
on your list? We have eight. Now snp-
pose that by some shortand easy method
they are settled, or to put it mild, locs3-
ed, whers is tho abvantage? Some old
minister, in a recent VWITNESS, chowed
that 28 men were at présent wanted, for
Congregations, Foreign Missions, and
Lumber camps; now when the eight are
located, what becomes of tae twenty
places left out in #' e cold ,for the tim»
adandoned ? VWil .hey not be in greater

to go to waste. It is found that the |



