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lcd te thèse ilcasures Ivhlieh évenitually
déprived Frtance cf al lîeî-Anierican colonies.

Early iii 1753, thé French, under thé
énergotie govertinient, cf thé Marquis du
Quesno, built on Presqu' Ilie, on Lake
Erie, n-lure thé eity of Erie, in thé Stato cf
Pennsylvania, niîe sti înds, a strong fort.-
Thirteon mtiles south of titis peint anotîter
fort, cailed Dé la Rivicra aux Boeufs, or Fort
Machauult, at tlué proert village cf W«ter-
ford, iii Brio county, Pelnsylvanin, (thé
naine is given to a smail streaun iviîich fîthls
into French Crcck, oe of the tributitries cf
thé Alleghanny River, anîd pi-éserves thé
inenmcry cf thé tiîne n-heue Buffalo rinied
through tiiose ivilds), furnishced thé ncxt-
station in tLé lino of thèse strongluolds
iniended to kccp thé English colonista enst
cf theAllcgiany rangéin cieck. Avaggon
rond t%,enty-..né feet in ividth koept up Ilhé
communication ivith thé fort at Prcsqu'Islo.
Fifty miles furthcr doNçix the streinu cf the
French Creck, at thé juniction ivith thé
Alleghany River, n-hèere is noiv thé village
of Franklin, a fort calcd Vciîngo fornicd
thé lest post on thé routé te the Ohio; -nd
nt thé further distance cf fifty.six miles thé
FrkIs cf thé, Ohio, at the junction cf thé
Monongalîcla and Aleghîany Rivers, %vas
reachied. This point, on n-hicli iuw stands
thé flourisliingclty cf ]?ittsburg, was eccuipicd
by forty anen cf thé «Virginia 31îlitia, under
Ensign Ward, %vlic had ruadé arude attémpt
nt fortifying )lis post in thé best mniuner
possible, but %vhéo n-as at onîce obligcd te
abandon it ivlen, on thé 17th April, 1754,
Monsieur dé Oontrceîr, nt the ]tend cf
1000 mon and 18 pièces ofArtillery, apperred
béfore, it, and n-ho, iiiiedintely ereted Fort
dlu Quesrié in this advaritageous p)ositioni.

The Frenchliad noiv rencehed navigable
i-ater on tho uhuio, and were sure cf tlîcir
communication N-itlî thé Mississippi as long
as thé position at Du Quesne '-auid bo main-
tained. it cer-taiîuly rues a tliorough
knowlcdge cf thé country anid cf its best
strategetieni positions, te find tiîcm ccîunéect
thoir forts on the Mississippi and théli Great
Labos by %vater,wniti Oiy thirteen mniles cf
crnuria!., o cd jami it displays culpablé
inéglcc.t on the part cf thé Eriglislî colonists,
te -adiow theni te estabiih strong positions
ia the rear cf théir séttîcinlents, cuttinig
thora off froxu iviat vnas thonî the staplé
ade cf Anierica,- peltry-- nnd threntpining

thueir total politicai extinction.

A. arration of the proccedings o! thée
Govérnments cf «Virginie, and I>cnnsyivania
at this crisis establishées the fact cf thicir
total ignorance cf thé 1'elué cf this MOye-
nient, and thé vcry imperfet knon-lcdgc of~
thé locaiity itsclf, bath fruit fui, if net s'olO
sources, cf thée disgracc ana, disastur -hichi
followcd. Thé Ooveynior o!Virginia&, appre
heusive cf thé consequences, dcSpatchicd the
celebratc-d George Washington, thén a Major
in thé Militia, in Déceraber, 1" .3, with~
a lotter cf yeînonstraîîý)ce to the French
commiandant of Fort Venango, n-ho rix-
ceived hira kindly but, courtcously andi

lrmnly refused to aocede t0 thé %vishies off defenders, having expended &Il their an
Governor DInwiddio. Nothing, thorofore, m iunitioni, ivcre alloiwcd to march out wit.h
reroained but to Zry thé issues by arrms, tho henours of war; thoy ivere even permit-
suid the expédition titteci out under Ucencral 1 ted te dcstroy thecir owvn artillery. The
flraddock next ycar kindlcd tho flarnes of ýa capituh4tiçn, signcd on this occasion, -1eing
contest wvhich ceo in tho suproînaoy of' written ina Frech, lhs'given ah. to 2nany
Blritish poiver in North Amôrica.' .,îeddless and unfouîîdcdiiropý%sentiÜons.

Througheout the whole centest, iwliatever L t inakes Washîington admit that the death
crodit may boe duo for statesmanshilp or, of Juinonville was an aet of assasination,
superior nîilitary ability' romains ivith thil 1 as the Vrench.-iiidtainedl lie ias meroly on
French, nad tlîo fall of théir power on this ambassadei 'cftriing a tlag.o tié,cpý
continent reddunids to thicir hionour am(i panicýd by an afmned es cert. Ail this may
glory in a narkcd degreo.e Thé znissioi% of hoe quito possibloi.Pnd.etill the,aet bY wIich
MajoiVWslîiigton estabiihed the fact of lié lost hlis lire justifiable. Situated as
thé intentions of thé French, nnd thé modo Washington vas, in front of a suporlor forco,
by ivhiclî they proposcd to, carry out théir the app»oach of an arnied party to, lus linos
desiguo ivas ovidont from thé filet of flfty could ouly bo met in one-w4yr-ànd that
cnoe-s of birch bark and crné hundrcd and ivouIdbhébyattack.*gon'ftéxc
fufty cf woocl beug propareci t thé fort n languagehstr tte1~étas
thé Aux.floeuf.3. lated thé paragtaph oe left«limrrih criminal

Thé Governior of \'irgini.r lt once teck ignorance- cf its exacr 'maig At thée
active mnsures te mocût thé thrcatened saine tinie, the 'Frèxn'ý; i llètintat Ju.
danger by ealling ont thé colonial troops monville was sent te ý'eque;t the.withdraiwal
and dcspatching thiem te reinforce tlie.paty of thé Provincial 'troops, and'provided with
at thé junction of the Monongabela -t'd Alé. tho éscort as protection inÉainstlhe Indians
ghiany River. Wa"shiingtcni, now Lieutenant in alliance iwith thé' BlIÜtsb. is probable
Colonel in coînînand, met Wardls party on eniough, althougb, under the circurastances,
their return at Will's Crcekc (a tribtitary cf it Nwas b.y no nienné a judicious movement.
thé Potonmac, iii thé State cf Maryland,) Placed as Washington ivis, ho côt2Id consider
rand, acting on the principle that the next it in no éther liglit than àt -hostile démon-
best thing te pa «entlivii in military tactics is stration, especia1ly as.ié -bd travelled fivé,
to check, puislid forivard to the Great Mon. tinies thé distance thrQugh ,unfriendly I-
doiws, on thé Mbonongalicla, and ereted Fort dianu; in the pi-evicius.whbl -Witli ohly oee
Necessity, lit thé junction cf a simili crcck, attendant and bis geuide, on Uis mission te
about ton miiles aboyé ]ledstoileCrcekc. Ilis thé Frenchi commandant Legardiere de St.
object in this was té previde apoint. d'izpjnti Pierre, nt Fort Machaul 1 on tbé Rmiver aux
frein whlich operatiens for thé invéstinent Boufs. Ilence thé ides cf armed. embassy
of Fert <lu Qucsnecenld hé carrucd on wvlicn inust bé as novel as suspiejous te hias. lie
ever reinforcenients arrived. -as blis ownl acted in the only v-ny a soldier could act,
force onlY .1mounited te, betwcén threo and and the bllme mnust rest with ehosé whose
four hundred ment. On the 24th Of May, injudicious conduet provéked se dire ait
li.iblinigteni 1 ceived inteligence. tbat a issue.
secret expédition liad sartcd frein Fort du Thé French bad sueeeeded !i es4tabliuhirig
Quesne tivo days before, with thé intention e, 'ir lino of military posta from 1eiagara te
cf sui-prising any stràagglirig Etiglishl they thle Mississippi; they had swept away al
miglit nîcet w'tiî, or procîîring intelligence opposition, and that struggle se, fraught

of tlleir nluini,ers or desigris. Tis recon- wvîti mexuéntousi issues te béth.nittions. bad

neissance iippers te have been brouglit cominénced. -

aboutL by a inovenxént on %Vshington's part, jFo th ovo
i-ho liad despitchced a Captain Stephecrs on A'N INCIIDENT-r OF 'rILE PENINSUTJAP
a similar errand tewards Fort du Quesné, .WAR.

but, being ciiscévere-d, hé n-as obliged té fait
back, pursucci by Monsieur Jumnonvil le lIn thé wvinter of 1809, thé -th Lighit
ivitiî forty-five moni. Un 'ýtep.telige report, Dragoons, ferming part cf thé xsrîrgutîrd. cf
Washîingtonî, %vith forty i, sailicd forth thé retrenting British forces uxidm Lieut-
frei F-ort- Necessity on thé night cf tlué 27tl, Général Sir John Moore. arrived at thé tonn

of May, and surprised thé Frenchi bivouac of flénevento, on thé lslti, à tributfiry cf thé

nt djan-n on thé Žýsth. Owing te heavy rain Douro. Thé only bridgé being lheld by thé

andthefaigus f. nglit marci, thé firc* flriti.sh, %vli> bail a]readY ine, thé .picrts
lochs cf lusparty wré useless, and seven prcpartory to blowing itup, thé fordsbeing

muen ia lest thecir 1%ay,, se thAft lié charged inipasisable owving te the heav . rains, thé

the Frenchu, %vlio flrcut upon iii party, vg1
thé iaycnct, ls whxoie forcé being thlirty-
thrce mcii. Juinonville' and nine cf his
mnîî iverc killed, thé rest, %vith the exception
of one w-ho csac,~èécaptutred. On thé
3rd cf July, Monsieur \'ilior., nt thé liîéd
cf 600 mon, appc.'ired bcfce thé rude in-
trenchruents cf Foert "ccmýsty, ana, after, a
dlesperato fighit of teln heurs duratien, tué

Captaisn C., Nvère ordered te remain ani.
covri the sappers ivhilst degtroyig_ thé
bridgé, Captqin C ..and two, erdories ropxftin-
ing on the sout li batik, wa tobng'tlep Yrénch
advanoe and urging forward the nuntérous
straggiérs. Whiilst titra occupied, a iren-h
treep of cavai-y, hiddcn by thé broken
nature cf thé gu-ound, advanced se rapidly
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