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him ask the church. The church is divinely!stepped upon an ocean-stecamer’s deck—with
authorized to pronounce what is true. Itsilight and curious step—hut they proved a
councils and visible head are infallib]o~!vessel staunch and true, bore him sver un-
vield implicitly to it.” Nay, says the Pro-jtrodden tracks bravely, and landed him se-
testant. The church is after all but an zw-’curely in his Redeemer’s hands.  The infallible
sembly of fallible men ; its councils are not | church failed, but the Book, the Word of his
such as to warrant inplicit faith therein; but;God endured for ever. Said Luther: “Day
we have a book recording the history of God’s [and night this Word oecupicd my mind.
religious dealings with man, and containing | Finally an all-merciful God granted me to see
the revelations made to men who spake from i that Panl and the gospel proclaim a righteous-
God, being moved by the Holy Ghost. Theness which is hestowed upon us through God’s
Bible, not the chureh, is the organ of religious ; grace.  For God forgives the sins of those whe
truth and the infallible rule of faith. “believe in His Word of grace, justities them
Luther had been brought up in the cf)m_gand presents them with cternal life. With
munity ever claiming to be the church; ig,S;this.thc gates of paradise were openetd, and
system of penances and scli-enforced denia,lsithc import of th&‘ divine Word of salvation
he tried earnestly that the burden on his soul ' elearly revealed.” . !
might be rolled away. To him, at least, the! My conscience is bound by God’s Word—
church gave no rest—it was too human, its ibis neither advisable nor safeto act contrary
acknow]edged head a cultivated man ()fétO conscience thus Lound, Heve I stand; I
wealth. pleasure, and agnosticism. A strange 'cannot do otherwise. God help me! Amen.”
infallibility for a sin-sick weary soul. But he; Luther assuredly hid Gods Word in his
found a treasure in a dusty book—that sawe'heart; it did not lie losely round'him as his
book is often covered with dust now—and he ! monkish garb; it was not worn as a phylac-
read therein the history of man’s fall andtery or chaplet—hung arvound the neck or
God’s redemption, the Holy Ghost (in the ' bound with th}‘:‘,ng.\'——huﬁ n his' heart, inter-
words of the old Belgic confession) bearing!woven with his very being, which thus be-
witness to his conscience that the words of ! camne sostable that the gates of hell could not
that book came from God. Thus the Serip- | prevail against him.  “If'thou have the Word
tures testified and justitied their own sacred |in thy mouth only, it shall be taken from
authority and sanctity, sceing that even the ! thee; if thou shalt have it in thy book only,
blind may clearly behold and, as it were, feel | thou shalt miss it when thou hast most to do
the fulfilling and accomplishment of ali things | with it; but if thou lay it up in thy heart, as
prophesied in those writings. Here was in-|Mary did the word of the angel, no enemy
fallible ground—the Word which liveth and shall be able to take it from thee, and thou
abideth for ever. shalt find it a comfortable treasure i time ot

. Ithy need” Tt t the Word on th
: o treasur 'thy need. was not the Word on the
Only gradually dl(’% Luther treasure up i 'monastery shelf or in the monkish cell, but in
his heart the truths from his old Lasin Bible. |the heart that made the Luther of Christen-
the story of Hanuah %llfl .Sz)ﬁm‘lel 511‘51;' %E-'dom. Luther, the son of the (ferman miner,
tracted his attention by its pathos and sweet-| fiad ever been a genial, strong man in cell or

ness. » affection h 8 peculiar charm | . A ;
ss. Houwe affection had » p .'house—but it was Luther with the Word of

for him, but as he read the decper problems of | . A
s soul w 6 3 God hidden in his heart that shook Europe
his soul were touched and solved. He found, and laid the foundation of Protestant Evan-

ho n could be just with God, and the | . -

o man 4 be jus e “laclical faith. It is thus the young man may
ieart find  in Christ and His righteous- ;o . . S
heart find peace in Christ an g ; . . ol securel
: . . . . ‘cleanse his way, the aged walk securely—
ness. There is a peculiar feeling of confi- |, . ; S A
. : : he ves- thus may our life be, not flickering or as a
dence with which a traveller views the YOS beating of the air. bub sure. steady per
. . : " d < D < -

sel that without hreak or strain has carried , ° ’ ’ 7

: .. isevering to the end.
him through rough seas undec stormy skies, | SCVCrING to X

and given him comfort withall. It was no .
spasmodie love-at-first-sight that Luther had| WHERE is a man more thoroughly himself
for the Scriptures; indeed, a kind ‘of weird than at hcome? BMen with Titan powér
curiosity scanned first the time-stained leaves may court battle, live in opposition, and
—he embarlied upon their study as many havejuse righteousness as an instrament of suc-




