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shores of France, yet our way is onward; and we s3hal novermore be content to, sit down by the deserted hearthstones of ourancestors. Perbaps hereafter some genius as original as Bacon,and equally unheralded, shall reveal to men some botter way
that is now bidden from our eyes.

If the Iaw in its higher aspects bas failed in its dcvelopment
in respect of harmony, or symmetry, or unity, or facilîty ofbeing understood, that resuit has been reached tbrough causesth'at Bacon distinetly pointed out and repeatedly warned usagainst. Although he rccommendod the closest, most analyticaland most discriminating scrutiny of individual instances, therebyopening the door to infinito diversity, yet ho urged , in the rnostimpressive manner, that through this diversity, by means ofarrangement, co-ord ination and scien tiflc classification, we shouldre-estabhit3h unity and harmony and symmetry, on large*, truerand more intelligible foundations;- a proccss flot applicable topoetry and the fine arts, whicb were not within his sebeme, butone which la, abovo ail things, applicable to the law.

No one was ever so great a destroyer as Bacon;- but ho did flotdestroy for the sakce of destruction, but only for the purpose ofbuilding again with laisting materials on a more secure basis.Everywhere ho inculcated the nocessity of classitying and organ-izing alI facts of externat observation, n ot only with a view to,the preservation of' knowledge, but altio with a view to facilitatetho making of 110w discoveries, looking also possibly to thatunification of knowledge, which, up to this tinie, remains no0
more than a ploasing dream.

It might have been supposed that the law, being Iargelyexperimental, and naturally adjusting itself eaisily to, compre-hensive rules, would have offored the most obvious and invitingfield f'or the exhibition of the theories of Bacon;- but his teachingishave had perhaps less oflèct on English law than on any otherscience. The practice of reporting individual cases, which hofound established, was an anticipation, to some extent, of lismethods of critical inquiry as to, individual instances; but thelegal profession rejected isB doctrine of careful classification andconstant and scrupulous revision upon every new accession of'knowledge. It is, howevor, a safe prediction that lis doctrines,'triumphant in aIl other flelds of inquiry, must eventually prevailin English and American law also, the most intractabie of aimaterials yet encounte.edi.
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