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il ~ ducer muai more than it does to have the
The Past and Present of Bee- same pet cent. taken fron ahigh prie. Small

Keeping.h3-du eanseil theirhoneyto
Dy G. M. Doolittle. lages, but the large producer must always

qiseek a market for his produce in the large
~~ cities, and the prices obtaixied in these cihies

has very much te do with home prices;
Having occasion, lately, to look over an hence the "market prie" is wvhat we have

old diary to find something that was called to look te in determining whether overpro-
,in question, I ran across an item which duction has had anything to do with the
iwas written by a friend to prove that bee- matter of prices.
,e2ping was alway, to be a lucrative busi- I commenced bee-keeping 27 years age
ness. which item read as follows: the present spring, and at that time honey

"Notwithstanding the great demand for in six pound boxes, iaving glass on two
bees, and the immense quantities of honev sides, brought 25 cents per pound, delivered
that are produced from year to year, the at the railroad, while in the fali ef 189 1
%mount largely increasing each year, I do was offered by a party from Nev York city,
>ot see any reason to think that overstock- 50 cents per pound for the littie 1 had, the
ing or overproduction is a factor that need advance ef 100 par cent. being caused by a
hroable us in this generatioi. At any rate, very por seasen during 1869, se that the
I don't see that the price of nice honey is supply was very nuch less than the de-
ýnv lower than years ago." mand.
p This was written in 1881, or about 12 Thc seasen ef 1870 being anextra good ene,
îears ago, and in reading there was a the prie feU back te 25 cents again, at
trange sound to it ; strange not only froi which price I sold my c.ep ef that year, as
he standpoint of 1896, but from the stand- weIl as that of 1871 and 1872, Owing te
)int of 1869, as well, at which time I com- the lees of bees during the Preceaîng vin-

Ïenced to keep bees. I fell to wondering ter, the supply was insufficient again, se
i "this generation" that existed 12 years that in the a oe 1878 I sold at 27 cents,
4go had passed away, for surely. if I rend takng my wiele crop ligit and dark, te-
:ur present be-literature aright, both "over- gether, vhile in 1874 I received 281 cents
itocking" and "overproduction" are caus- per pound for the wiole ef tny crep. Those

a wail to come from nearly every hand. prices brought more persens inte the business
Mr. Hutchinson telling in the Review which, with but little loss in wintering,

ow the forests have be3n cut off, the caused honey te drop, se that 26 cents1was
jamps been dried and the fence-corners the prie I obtained in 1875. while in 187t

leaued out, till the fora which we h a the supply was again adequate t the de-
vat g-ha nie h ite mand, and 125 cents was the selling prces.eyears ago-which invitedl the little

ybee to a sumptuous feast-was becom- That the readers ef the American Be
igncarly as scarce as the trails of the Journal mav know semething of the p ist,
Wian. Then hear Dr. Miller and others withou' goLig over the matter for tneu-
VIing if the good old times will ever come selves, 1 have caref ully leeked up the mar-
qan. All of which point to the fact, that ket report as given in our bae-papers, and
-hether overstocked or not, froin some hers give an average ef quetatiens as I

on the average bee-keepers does net foundthe. For 1874, 28 te 80 cents; 1875,
ure the average good crops of honey that 27 te 80; 1876. 28 te 25; 1877, 20 te 22;

did years ago. 1878, 12 te 16; 1879, 20 te 22 1880. 18 te 20
jThen look at the talk of low prices, the 1881, 18 te 22; 1882, 22 te 25 1883, 18 te 20,

numg to forin a honey-association, and 1881, 17 to 19; 1885, 15 te 18 188,, 14to 16;
e censure of our commission-men, who aDd during the past 10 years the prices
lize only 10 cents a pound for nice white have ranged between tiose of 1886 and the

mb honey to their consigners, where 18 te 15 cents of the present Previeus te
Ey sell at 14 cents, and ask yourself if 18711 fail te find any quetations in nny ef

îerproduction is not figuring in this mat- the bee-papers vhich 1 have.
of low prices If it is not overproduct- Frei the above it will sein tiat ioney
û that makes the 1>w prices for honey, quotatiene at presant, and for the past 10

. at is it*à Commission-men were not years, are fully 100 par cent. lower than they
merly cri icised for charging 10 par cent., were in the early seventie. Anether thing
that was theusualchargeduring theearly wiiai j, that ioney in suai shape as wasdentîes. All must admit that the market sold frein 1838 te 1878 at 25 cents a,

: iee of honey is much lower than it form- p3r pecnd, would net net to-day ever tt 8
y was, and when 10 per cent. is taken cents in any market. To bring frein 18 teaj prico it hurts the ioney pro- 15 cents now, honey muet be very fanay, in


