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The Double-Wal]ed Secret

Kelee - as font i the air o Iy .
anown habitation & Sving fast, when somel ing
wenl wrong wit 2 SRR He sensnd : Pt ]
niely Annoyed s the tery tion 1 - 1 -

antry Right . aned smrthwnr 2 gien «

= ane descr g 8 wide, gracalal spirs

: FaL) ol be - supert g b L] Fe T
nue ha Wi . salGre Hat AW 2w
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When Keleay s v e A was g anders
o uplufned ' ane and his left wr was bad
injured) Ever Abre f hin athead Wit "

hut by theer power of » s koot s wits

A lovely mews g pttered, and he wans think
ing, oddly eacugh { that strange | g be had see
a momen! ag W it ! He was miher
hazy abautl the _ H e . raine himself
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B Mgkt sihow el & spasm min sent b

Eaaping, tmek 1 eart
Then bhe eard footsters sg toward him. 8t
i asoibher minute The airplane was being frled /

Preseatly & girl's
“He mamt bhe des
sure he was killed
This. somehow, enraged
‘" Faay thers he said »
grily ‘Don't try ¢
Turn it over
Te his const
surprise the

ramtion ar

woplane was
lowered ajon h agnin and
such fashion that he was
neatly trapped There was »
hrief sllence and thes

hemrd the girl say some "

in & Jow veles and, althoug
he spoke and underst .

eral languages well, the toagn
she uaed was quite strange |
him. A maseuline o answer
od, apparently in ! “a

ftongue and half - ninute
Inter young Kelee ald

the blue summer sky ngn

He looked
Hverers—for there were three
of them-—and he surmise at
& glance that they were the

mt At s 1

men he had seen when the alr
pocket caught him. They wers
tremendous blaek fellows

viously natives of Afriea, and

were dressed in some wl
stuff that asccent
bmekness and enormous height

Then he looked at the gir
Her face had »
quancy that was charmin
however, Keleay perceived only that she had pretty
hrown hair and expressive blue eyes They express
od conlness. If not downright displeasure, as the)
resteod on him

‘Are you mueh hurt! she anked, nervously bit

ertain |
In his frst hasty survey,

ing her lip
If you will send for a doctor
There is none within miles
have no telephone.’” Her troubled eyes rested on
g along his lithe
y the huge Afri

she said, ""and wy

him & moment longer travelli
'

suffering body. Then she apoke cFANnS
and waved them away
Turning his head Keleey saw
him. & strange. long, high wall—or such at first
glance it appearad to be But he knew that twenty
feet bevond My a second wall of like dimension

looming large above

Seen form his airship, the thing had looked like a
double wall fully twenty five feet in height and
some 200 feet in lengt) osed at the t and ends
with a heavy grating The windowless structure
was absolutely unlike anything he had ever seen
before—it seemed unreal, uncanny, somber

‘1 nimost hit it,’’ he remarked, indieating the
strange structure with a nod

It would have gone hard with vou if yvyou had
said the girl, leaning over and looking keenly inte

hin eves. ‘' What is vour name?
‘Tom Keleey.''
‘““Are you a professional aviator
He shook his head. ‘‘Only an amateur It's a
sort of hobby
‘1 suppose you are from Chicago
(S
““And wealthy?'’ she added
He nodded. She had made no move to ease his
position or minister to his hurts, and he was sur
prised at this and irritated by the antagonism in
her volee.

“*You chose an unfavorable spot, Mr. Keleey,"’

Amariean Troops Orossing Westminster Bridge. London

The Girl and the Mystery

By Edwin Baird
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Bhe taraed » - g a o the fat .
hnee deep with grass—and he f wing her go
aw | three Africans lsave & squat, gravish hous
forty rodd distant, and some s 4 3 .
ol wow the . on as .
e gir]l turned ba s ) Hoor S am
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ful to both father and myself Anything we may
for you will be done unwillingly, against our
wishes
Keleey, fingernails digging his palms, stared at

her mutely, quite unable to understand the strange
girl
When vou enter that house
you will be the first man to
father and his servants.”’ Then, deliberately, she
turned her back om him, and when the Africans
trotted up she was examining his monoplane wit)
wity

der,’’ she said,

o so except my

asual curi

Keleey, to his disgust, felt himself going” " wher
the enormous blacks lifted him and, though he ex
erted his strength Yo the utmost against swooning
sgmin, he was unconscious when they lowered him

ipon the cot

He was otill 8n
and the girl was bending over him
peréeived that he lay on a leather couch in a dark
ened room and that the girl, sitting beside him
was cutting away his left coat-sleeve with a pair
of scissors By degrees he took in other salient
things: the room was tastefully, even richly fur
nished. and the nir was heas a peculiar odor
there was %o sound save the tick: somewhere of
2 clock As he looked up into the girl's pretty face
he had the odd thougit that she had been erying
but quicklv he felt he ust be wrong, for when she
lity

spoke her voice was curt with nhospital

s back when he opened his eyes
Gradually bhe

v with

ommanded, busily snipping;
‘your arm is broken and your

‘Don 't move!"’ she
and, after a moment,
wrist appears to be dislocated

He heard a door open and close behind him, and
in another moment be beheld the most hideous
heing he had ever seen He was not immediately
sure of its sex, for its fantastic clothes might have
been of any gender and its face either man’s or
wormman's. The leathery skin was a dirty yellow and
the features were misshapen, grotesque, a horrible
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t seemed to K -
¥ anac) f wug
wilflerment —befor the d
ened t admi s Ia
white haired ma f i

nate age. His ruddy ok

nel . oy fenoted a e lived large
yet the lines in his face were plain '
there by suffering or hard toil, or botl As he came

briskly into the room he removed his cont and ther

sitty beside the leather coueh, he _rolled up his

shirt sleeves and fell to work on Keleey's broken

arm without speaking a word His daug) st oo
behind bhim holding splints and bandages His
sinewy fingers moved wi percision and skill, and

presently Kelcey's arm w st an nently as
surgeon could have done it. The man signed to

laughter to leave, and when she had gone he spoke

to Keleey for the first time What pen did you
break from?
Toliet ame the prompt answer

Whent''

‘Last night I had friends taide They got
these clothes for me."”’
And the airplane?
The got that, to« I was an aviat of
WAS sen Kelcey wineed inward At the
truths and felt thorough! ashamed ! ne
Was life worth pureha s price!?
The white-haired ma and sa
believe you 're lying rl k ke a
ail-bird However. 1"l soon know He arose
In any case,’’ he flung er s shoulde ™ ‘
started from the room, lon "t leave this |
I 'nderstand t} If vou're ng the truth
won 't want to ave
Keleey lay staring at the frescoed ceiling .

mind busy with the things that had happened sir
that 2,000-foot drop All of his thoughts converged

at one point and that point puzzlied hin s imag
ination, though fertile, could fathom no reason for
the strange behavior of these feople, into whose

home ill luck had brought hin
He tried to rise, but a rush of blood to his head
Continued on Page 40
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