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The Double-Wailed Secret
The Ctrl and the Mystery
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U kl* «
llfki. k* « «lplaa*4 aadliatal, km *1 

Asasrlhlsg • w-4» gr*«*#el .
Il* |ka>al hetew, HyrUai l« en* s«aki** e*r* 

****** Ik** finie» pwlan H*1 k* ■■ sera* 
li-ie* qell» différant. a*e»lH** lk*l m4* kie 
ara** ptratptlelely with kw ttoeneg IffMIaa 
Tk*e *if aaalal ra**ki kte 
through Uw «»*■**. alnifM iai'*k

kal they w*r* lk* 
an» arh»e lk* air

Wkra K*k»|‘i a|)r** onelsrad k* ara* lytag eed«» 
kl* **!■»■ *1 mnnoptaa* s *4 kl* left afe badly 
lejeredl Ksray kkra ef kl* body eebed wllk pale. 
k«a by éan praaa «f will k* lepl kl* «lia 

••A Insely eras' " k* m*tlee*d, and k* *H Iklek 
leg. «441T ennagh «f Ikal sarseg» Ikls* k* had rara 
• ■ serai egw—w ara* Il •* kraal Ils wa* ralk*r 
kesy abral Ik* lie* II* Iriel U fera kieratf ** 
kl» rtgbt »lko», bel e «peem ef pmta seel kâe. 
garai**, leak le *artk

n»» k* heard Irat*t*i« rnrniag lissrt kle. a*4 
I* eeelke» ei»»a* Ike elrplne* wa* keleg l»fl*4 « 
Ifsnsatly a glrl'a **»••:

•‘He eeel k* 4**4 Ve . .*
sera k* was kllM "

Tkis, raesksw. esrsged kle.
■ Keei lk*»*1 ’ ‘ k* mi* aa

il*, ••tirai try U lift tt.
Il raw "

T* h|* *—*l»f lin* **<•
wrpHra. Ike meeeptasc wa* 
le**f*4 rasa kle égala end la 
ra*k fee*le* Ikal he «ras **ry 
■rail* trapped. Tkw* wa* a 
bêtof slleea*. as 4 lk** k* 
kanrd Ik* girl ray sne*lkiag 
la * lew *«»*• a«4. allhragh 
k* spnh* as4 understood rai 
•rai leegaagss well, lk* Inege* 
ak* rara was qell* slrsag* le 
kle. A madrulin* ssleennstrar 
•4, eppareetly I* lk* «ae* 
leap* aed kalf * wiaet* 
lal*f roua g K *l**y *e*M ara 
the blra summer ah y égala 

H* look*4 «rat al kle 4* 
llserere—for there w*r* Ihr** 
of Ikee—ae4 ko rare 1*4 si 
a gta*** thaï 
eea be h*4
pocket eaeght hie They were 
Ireeeadoee Mask fellow», oh- 
sleeely aallses of Afrlea. and 
were drraaed la we* while 
staff that accentuated then
hhtehaeaa aad seormoee height .__________

Thee ha looked at lh* girl Aeortsaa Tf*s*s c
liar far* had a serial* pi
queues that waa * harming la hie Irai hasty rareey, 
however, K»l**y perceived oaly that eh* had pretty 
hrowa hair aad eipreeeise Mae eyes. They eipreee 
*d soolaoea. If ant dowarlght displease re, ae they
tiffin) 091 him

••Are yea mesh hartf* eh* asked, aersoeely bit- 
lag her lip

•If sea will seed for a doctor— "
••There la ana* wlthla miles,” ah* said, "aad w* 

lias* an telephone. ” Her Iroeblod eye* reeled on 
him a moment longer traselliag along hie lithe 
•efferlag body. The* ah* epohe to the hog* Afrleaae 
and waved thorn away.

Turning hie head Kelsey saw, looming large a boss 
him, a strange. Inag. high well—or sash at Aral

flans* II appeared to be. Hut he haew that twenty 
set beyond lay a aerond wall of like dimension. 

Keen form hie airship, the Ihlag had loohed like a 
doable «rail fully twenty As* feet In height aad 
•om* 200 feet ia length, rloesd at lh* top and ends 
with a bees* grating. The wlndowlnes structure 
was absolutely unlike anything ho had eser seen 
before—it seemed unreal, uncanny, somber.

"I almost hit It,” he remarked, indicating the 
strange structure with a nod
“It would has* gone hard irlth sou If you had." 

■aid the girl, leaning oser and looking keenly late 
hie eyes. " What is sour name»”

"Tom Kelsey."
“Are yon a professional asiatorf”
He shook hie head. "Oaly en amateur. If* a 

sort of hobby. "
"I suppose sou are from Chicago!"
••Yea.’’
"And weulthyf” she added
He nodded She had mad* ao move to ease bit 

I melt ion or minister to kle hurts, and he waa sur 
prised at this and Irritated by the antagonism In 
her sole*.

"You clone an unfavorable spot, Mr. Keieoy,"

•rad aka, "la Wkraa la has* aa aeatdeat "
"*e I base 4l«la*4 "
Ho feasted the nek eater la her * brake deepened 

Mtgktly n* was aa radiancy girt, that waa plaie 
Her epsrak. bar apparel, evseytkiag abral bee. be 
•poke redeems*» aad «deration 

■ "«r fctkor ” ah* began. Ike* stopped "It
b* 4rapped will he da agar*an far yea to stay bora. ' 4» «real
. to earth a*. "Arayee sery badly hartf •

••How do I know »" he rasped beginning le lew 
fotlso.o "My arm's brake*. I thiah. aad I may 
he kart lestde "

■k* • rased sad looked off scram Ik* Aet graaed 
has* drap wllk grara—and ho. f«4lowing hot gar* 

raw the thro* Africans leas* a steal, gravies bora*, 
forty mdS distant, aad tamo la kle dire»lira bear
,etr girl

tkom a cesses ret 
taraod heeh to kla Her tr

"Mr Kekey," mid sbo. "at Iks risk ef bring 
more disagreesM* thee I has* already brae. I meet 
remind yoe that year pranrecr bra* Is very dtetnst*

mockery of s kerase image It stood tom than fear 
fees la brtghi sad wee k«m|>m*k*d. ferai eg bo 
krad the girl "s cheer, it glared at Kekey aad hared 
I we raws of creaked, yellowish «tempe of teeth, 
and Ik* grtamce »raad *s Ailed with soil laleet that 
tk* y rang mas felt e shaddeotag rosatsiee

"The tmadage* Mm* "trahs*.** said the aa 
sightly thing, sad the girt, dropping the strips of 
cloth is her lap. asked q*S*bly 

•• He* h* ratnrnedl"
"tea. Mian.”
Ter karats aa lesteel «hr bet raved * mddra agi 

latlee. bet she said rveely raraghl "Tee mas ge. 
Tsto " Whoa the agly bet eg had departed 4» me 
•aiftIy ta lh* door and terwed lh* key IO the lech, 
lima rate reed to Keieoy, I

"My father la kora,” ske said, el moot ta a 
whisper, • ■ aad wbra he A ads yoe— "

"What skoal ay srmf” rat ia Keieoy. tboroagk 
ly *aa*p«rat»d new "I dwa 11lk* to appear |wovlsk. 
hot--’

" Year arm trill be attended to That *s of esread 
ary importaa**, however At this mew rut year Ilf*r » iwe|*r*rtmm' -, i

i csdeagrrad "
"My llfet"

, j

rsesmg Wutaim* Bndgs. Lestes km les Hew* ef Psrkaa

fel to both father aad myself Anything w* mas 
do for yoe will be doe* unwillingly, against our 
wishes. ”

Keteey, A egos es ils digging his palms, stared at 
her mutely, quit* enable to understand the strange
girl.

"When yea eater that boas* yonder.” she said, 
"you trill be the Aral man to do so eserpt my 
father and his servant* " Thee, deliberately, she 
turned her bach on him. end whee the Afrirens 
trotted up she was ssaminiag bis monoplan* With 
rnsual cariosity.

Keieoy, to his disgust, felt hlmsslf "going” when 
the enormous blacks liftsd kim end, though he Cl 
erted hit strength to the utmost again»* .nooning 
again, he was unconscious when they lowered him 
u|mn the cot.

He war still On his hack when he opened his «yes. 
and the^hrl was beading ossr him. Orsdually ke 
per#Wised that ho ley on a leather couch In n dark 
end room aad that the girl, sitting beside him. 
was catting nwny his left coat sloes* with a pair 
of scissors. By degree* he took in other salient 
things: the room was tastefully, area richly, fur 
wished, and the air was henry with a peculiar odor; 
there was bo sound mss the ticking, somewhere of 
a clock As he looked op into the girl’s pretty face 
he had the odd thought that she had been crying; 
hut quickie he felt he_muet be wrong, for when she 
spoke her voice was mrt with iahospitality.

• • Bon 1 morel'• she commanded, busily snipping; 
and. after a moment, "your srm is broken and your 
wrist appears to be dislocated. ”

He heard a door open and close behind him. and 
in another moment he beheld the most hideous 
being he had eser seen. He wee not immediately 
sure of its sex. for its fantastic clothes might have 
bran of ans gender gad its fare either man "s or 
woman ’a. The leathery skia was a dirty yellow and 
the features were misshapes, grotesque, a horrible

"Xol so lead.” eh* caution 
*d whleperlagty. "h. may 
hear When he roam la—end 
bo win bo here aay montent 
now say nothing a boat year 
ideality T*H him see are an 
•rasped convict I mid y that 
yaa were Axing to safety la a 
•tides airplane If yoe cas 
talk like ns eosreklet «r mis 
aathrap*. all the better. I 
know how faa*ifal all thin 
•needs to see. but remember 
It's ef the utmost importance 
Veer Ilf* depend* oe year 
doing as I say. "

Before he' coaid fysme a 
response ia bis mind he heard 
a quick, heavy footfall os the 
•taira outside, aad she sped 
to the door nod opened it.

fltAITKR II.
"Ah. father I" he heard the 

girl say. aad a deep vote* 
answered Then the doer 
- lowed and he could hear them 
talking jest outside la lower 
toe**

It seemed to Keteey that an 
age had passed—an age of era 
pens*, paie, uncertainty asb 
t>* wild croient—before tbs doer 
Opened to admit e tall, broad, 
white haired man of indeter 
minute age Hi* ruddy skin and • 

aacloaded eye denoted n life lived largely oat of- 
doors, yet the lines in hie face were plainly put 
there by suffering or hard toil, or both. Aa be cam* 
briskly into the room ho removed hie coat and then, 
sitting braid* the leather coach, he.rolled up his 
shirt sleeve* end fell to work oe Keteey's broken 
arm without speaking n word. His daughter stood 
behind him holding splint* and bandage* His 
sinewy Angers moved with perrlsloe and skill, aad 
presently Kelcey's arm was set sa aeatly as any 
surgeon could has* done it. The msa signed to his 
-laughter to leave, and when she had goto he spoke 
to Kelcey for tke Aral time. M 
break from?"

I la the ■eskgrsaad

• What pea did you

"Joliet,” came the prompt answer
••Wheat"
'•last night. I had friends outside. They got 

these clothes for me."
"And the airplanet"
• ‘ They got that. too. I was *n aviator before I 

was sent op." Kelcey winced inwardly at the un 
truths, sad felt thoroughly ashamed of himself. 
Was life worth purchasing at such a pricef

The white-haired man frowned and said: "I 
believe sou 're lying. You don’t talk or look like a 
jailbird. However, III soon know." He arose. 
"In any rase,” he Aung over his shoulder a* he 
•farted from the room, "you doe "t lease this house 
Vnderatand that. If yon 're telling the truth yoe 
won't want to leave.”

Kelcey lay staring at the freeroed ceiling, his 
mind buss with the things that had happened since 
that 2,000 foot drop. All of his thoughts converged 
at one point and that point purrled him; hie imsir 
ination, though fertile, could fathom no reason for 
the strange behavior of throe people, into whose 
home ill lock bad brought him.

He tried to rise, but a rush of blood to hit head 
Cootlaaad aa Pe«c «0


