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THE OUTLAW:
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Ehec Semale Baudit,
A STORY OF THE ROBBERS OF
THE APENNINES,
BY LIEUTENANT MURRAY.

THE ROBBERS OF THE APENNINES,

About & eoupls of leagues f rom tho town of Fres.
eati, i the Duchy of Parma; (taly, the sun lay bright

sod warm upon an open plat, on the mountain side,
: ."h"im‘ with its reys wﬂd and vivid scene, The
spot, forming au ares of thres or four acres, presented
8 view wb?cﬁ; would have delighted an artist’s eye,
Lounging here and there over the green sward,
were a score or two of brigands, dressed in all the
rude snd vivid colors that seem to form the dc’wn

P mouptai Armed to the y
teeth, the men presented s most formidable and
",’"‘“?‘ﬂ“"' while elose st hand were stacked a
I pile o short, rlumsy carbines of 8 ceatury since.

‘T'he gaudy eolors of their dresses, the jeunty knots
and bows of secarlet ribbons sbout their legs, arms
sud shoulders, the ;’::reu slouched huts, each with
8 fancy colored feather, the bright, glittering steel
weapons in their belts, 'all untmcd to render the
group dazzlingly picturesque, It was the afternoon
of ap sutumaoul day, and 8 dreamy spirit seemed 10
brood over the careless outlaws. Some slept upon
thow asius, ueaily all wers emoking the much loved
tobacco ; and before the entrance of & cave, half-
ustural, balf artificial, there stood steadily leaning
upoa his carbice, one who was evidently placed
there on guard, whbile the plumed hat of aunother
sentinel might have been seen at the entrance to the-
grounds, pacing back and forth, giving evidence of
quiet discipline and care,

Here, on the exireme left of the scene,a merry
group are playing cards, and some large pieces of
gold are rcptdl{ changing bands with the progress
of the game ; but more in the foreground of the pic-
ture sit two persons who would naturally attract the
eye of an observer. The ope, from a certair. air and
style about bhim.-not to speak of his dress, which

bore also distinctive marks-was evidently a leader |.

of the band ; whi::u the others, with wbom he v as
conversing, wus but too plainly 8 prisoner one but
lately n:o;znd in some ue:,::borin‘ . The open
velise, aud scatiered contents told this story at once.

‘T'be prisover was a young man of four or five and
twenty —tall, fively formed, evineing great strength
and menly beauty ia bis proportions, with a face
strikingly handsome. His manner was and com*
manding, and the way in which he adapted himself
to the unpleasant contingency he had experienced,
showed bim 1o bs one of genial temperament, and
to have seen pot a little of lifen all its various
modes. From Lis dress and beering he evidently
belonged to the better class of society, and the spurs
upon bis heel showed him to have been travelling
io the saddle. He chatted freely with his captor,
while the two smnoked each & choice cigar, from the
traveller’s own pacquette’

“You werea little too ready with those weapons
of yours,” said tne cutlaw to his prisoner. “Ope of
our poor fellows you sent to his long account, and
two mor= are little better off, with broken heads and
pistol balls in their bodies. We do not often pay so
dearly for so modest 8 reward as youare likely to
afford ”

“Merely instinct,”
traveller, tooll]y, “Your people attacked me, and |
defended myself until overcome by numbers.”

“Ay, but the bend aze bitter enough at the loss
we have sustained at your hands, »nd demand your
life in payment,”

“A poor boon for them. What would you gain
by my - death? poor satisiaction indeed, Do you
blame me for an act of self defence 1”

“Not 1, sasid the outlew, promptly, who was
ready toacknowledge true courage always, whes-
ever it was found, 1

“Then [ suppose you will release me, as you
are the leader bere, if I judge correctly 1 con-
tinved the prisoner.

“] am leader, that is, uoder our misfress,”
was the reply.

“Mistrees 7"

ﬂA"”

“And pray do you mean to say thata wo~

3 9 g8 ‘9
map is your leader?” ¢“Yes,

“'That is strange !”

“Not at a'l,” replied the outlaw.

“Does she lead you on your expeditions 7’
asked the prisoner, with undisguised curiositv,

“No, but nevertbeless she governs us ; her
will is our law.,”

“Apd how maoy men do you pumber 7”

“This immediate band sumbers only balf
a buodred ; but sl the mountaineers of Parma
are io our lesgue, aod sbe is mustre:s of ail,
‘We aré now so0 well organized and disciplined,

_that we scarcely fear the ?ovemment at all,
and the regular troops rarely molest us.”

% What is your mistress’s name 7"

“Imzlia.”

“A musical name.”

“It sounds sweet 10 us-”

#*Whence comes she? The daughbter, or
wife of some fo:mer leader 7”

. “Neither, We koow ber oply as our
good sogel. She keeps bcr own counsel, but

po general 10 Europe can plan and direct bet-

ter than she, We have spever known her

'iet to be mistaken in ber calculations. She
% :

miraculous power.”

“This is very strange. I shsll look with
great interest for her coming, no less op ac-
count of berself, than for my own release.”

“No doubt she will liberate you, she al-
ways does that ; but sbe also leaves the pluo-
der to be divided among ourselves. She
never claims even the smallest share of booty,
and yet sbe never wants for gold, which at
times she scatters among us freely.”

The prisover mused witbin humeelf whi'e
left alopes He was pvzzied at what be bad
beard, and a most irresistible desire to meet
the female baodit came over him. Don
. Heranzo was a Bpanish cavalier, of gentle
birtt, and ample means, of just the age to
epjoy a romantic adventure, and the circom-
stznce which bad thrown bim into this pecu'ia
position he now begen to look upon ss far
from a misfortune after all ; indeed, he felt
himself qui'e at home. This doubtless arose
from a cosmopolitan spirit asd much travel.
Nothing so soon teaches a man to adapt
bimself gracefully to circumstances as years
of travel, and the inevi able experience that
- it issure to mmpart, The young cavalier had
vieited maoy lands, and had learned to rely
upoo himself, as bis ready baod bad proved
to the banditti,

Left to bimself, Don Heranzo pow strol-
led about the grounds, curiously obeesving
the wi d character of the place, and s0op j oio-
ed a party of the outlans, who were target
shooting at the outskirts of the clearing. No
attempt had been made to place him under
personal restraiot, the banditti evidently feel-
ing assvred that he would not attempt to es-

my good friend,” said the

cape. He marked with keen zest the prac- | g

tice of bis captors with their weapons, pistols
mawly being used; nor could he 'ntuely
suppress a look of surprise to see 00 better
shots were made by men who should be ex-~

£,

The unmustakable expression of bis coup-
tepapce was observed the outlaws, and
one soeering said—Perbaps this courageous

ousg man would Jike to show us bow to shoot
Lun. Say, comrades, shall we give bun a
chance 7

“Ifit wil give you pleasure to see me fire,”
replied the prieover, “I will 40 80.” Savyiog
which, he extended bis band for ope of the
[‘rwb, and aiming at the target from where

stood, a copsidecable distarce further from
it than the others had practised, he fired so
quickly that it was herdly believed among
them be had amed stall; but pevertbeless,
his ball peoetrated the very centre of the
target, 1o the po emall amazement of those
rude mep about bim. Again was be wwpor-
tuped to fire, for the incredulous ones were
inclined to atiribute bis shot to & chanee bit,
extraordioary luck, or somethi
Theee shots, each one of whi

Jus: then as the dusk of eyening begas to
shut orer the sky, there dashed into the open
space acouple of hors's aod riders. The
two were a woman and male attendant, the
former young, petite aod beautsful ; the latter
a specimen of berculean sirength, sod 2 man
of some forty gyears. Even beside these
bardy men he seemed to be one able to master
8 dozeo single banded. He bad dismounted
and stood respectfully boldwng the rein of his
mustress’s horse, and offering hus sarm, which
sb‘; ‘:mhed lightly as she sprang from the
saddle,

Don Herano observed every movement of
the vew comer, with intense interest; first
because he had already heard enough to
deeply interest bim, and secondly, becauvse of
her extraordioary beauty. Beneatha deep
gipsey broozed bue, sbe exhibited a refine-
meot of feature, and a delicacy of beauty,
that struck bim 2s exceeding anything even
his experienced eye had bebeld. 'The person
whom he bad so conversed with, was
vow busy in conductiog the new comer into
the cave, and as abe the priscoer
observed the respectful mulitary salute of
the swd. Turning to one near him, he

“Who is that lady 1"

“She is our mistress,” said the man.

“loizilla 17 ;

“So she is koown to us,” was tbe reply.

“Has sbe no other pame 1”

“1 bave pever asked,” replied the man,
either with well assumed or real indifference.

“Does she live within the cave 17

“No.”

“Where then 7”

“I koow not,” replied the msn, puffisg his
cigar with perfect indifference.

Don Hersnzo had been prepared by ‘the
romantic associations of the annovocement of
her coming, to see a beautiful womsp, but be
found the reality to far exceed his most
exaggerated favey. Youthful, of wonderful
grace aod ease of manner, entirely self pos-
tessed, and seemingly endowed with a coao-
sciousness of position and power that mada
ber entirely at ber ease, she bore about her
the atmosptere of command and loveliness
that at once enslaved his heart. A thou:and
wild ques'ions spraog vp spootaneou-ly in bis
beart, “Is she free 7 Could she love ? Has
she & true woman’s heart, ss she hasan aon
gel’s form? Ah, how straogely my heart
beats under the inflvence of this estrancing
vision !”

After the lapse of half an bour, during
which the round full moon had quietly crept
up from the Lorizon, and now looked bright
avd clear down upon the wild group of bardy
aod reckless mouotaineers, the prisoner was
summoned to the mterior of the cave, into a
neat and comfortably fi:ted apartment, where
be was brovght before the lady whom we hive
already parually described. She was now
divested of her riding csp, but otherwise
dressed as be had first seen her. The wealth

| of glossy bair that fell in patural curls all

about her face and neck, acted as a balf veil,
but yet quite ipsufficient to even partially

screen her wonderous beauty. By ber side
stood the same stalwart man who bad ridden
upon the grousds with her on her fi-st com-
ing.

Saluting bim gracefully with a wave of her
band, she told him that she was already eog-
vizaot of his case, and that it would only ge
vecessary for him to exercise his patieace
nstil morning, when be should again be free.
‘That che slight loss be had realized from the

-troop, was merely the toll required of travel-

lers upon the mountan, and that his pereon
was sacred. Th.s was expressed 10 him wi'h
a sweetness of voice, and digoity of maoner
that struck bim with amazement, snd even
balf confounded him so his greatful reply. Jo-
deed, be was s00a dumb with admiration, and
feit more like kneelipg and worshipping n
silence, than uttering even a single syllable
aloud, -

At length be found himself partially alon
with ber, exeepting that same herculean at-
‘tendant who never left her side, and be ven-
tured te ask her, after a few istroductory
words : =

“Do you pot fear to-be among such people
as these 1” be asked, with nodisguised amaze-
ment depicted io every lineament of his fine,
expressive face.

“Fear 1

“Y es, lady.”

] fear norhmg, sir,” she said, with a proud
apd yet beautiful tura of the lip, as she signi-
ficant'y touched the jewelled biit of ber stil-
etto.

“But lady, your beauty so extraordinary,
the Jawless character of these people, your
comparatively upprotected condition —”

She smiled in a manver that expressed far
more. thas words cculd have done her entire
sense of security and conscious power, as she
passed out of the cave, conversing with him
whbo had appeared to Don Heranzo as the
leader of the baoditti.

THE FEMALE BANDIT.
. It was a glorious moonlight night on those
hulls of the Apeanines, when Oon Herznzo
was ipvited to partake of the rude but sump-
tuous fare which formed the supper of the
pand, snd which was spread upoa the green

sward, Near by be beard the music of 2
foamiog torrent, as it coursed its way towards
the River Po. It wasa wildand exciting
scene, one which thril'ed our adsesturer 10
every perve, as he gazed upon the lawless
troop, 1o their picturesque groups. >
He was by buth a gentleman, th-ugh bu
an bumble Spamsh ecavalier, well-educated,
refined in taste, snd chivalric io every prompt-
ing. A person of varied accomplishments,
he was pever without lus artist’s pencil, and

moment to make a basty sketch of the wild
but beaatsful scene. He was usdisturbed
uotil he bad finely outlined the picture, and
wen a life like portrait of the leader, the
beautiful woman who bad so filled ' him with
Loizilla’s seat was arranged by itself, and
she sat down to her repast alone, except that
ber ioseparable attendant threw Imnul} upon
the ground ot far from her side, and between
ber and the bardy men of the basd. At
last, she signed for Don Heranzo to join ber
at the rude table spread upona rock, where
she was partaking of ber mea!, aod a yousg
pleasant girl cersed hum with the necessary
artic'es for bis sbaring with ber the simple
bousty provided. ‘The robbe:’s mistress talk-
ed pleasantly, in most agreeadly 1o the
captive, until be the moments glding
with lightning speed, Himseif a fine linguist,
be addressed her io the purest Imin,mdn
scemed equally well scquainted as bimself
with the history of his own beloved Castile.
Heri-w!i‘noenolo- than ber beauty cap-

tivated bim, .
At fast, led irresistible impulse, be
dondine .l.nmli-cu‘eln—

dl“e:::‘: sought by eloguent mords to
POk out o mey T8 secsiols Sl of web

war,_m‘hthtomu erore-

out
YOI S e 14 o bis covnsel
and forgy >

ing beart abd soul iato the effort he made.

though but as amateur; yet be seized the | pass

The beautiful being be sddressed ca'mly smil- | part,

ed at his earnestness, but shook ber head ;
not however, without a shadow of sadoess
beamung io ber face. :

“Fair Ipizilla,” be saxd, at length, ‘Iam
but an bumble ish cavalier, but let me
beseech you to leave these wild associations.
1 bave enough for the real wasts of us both,
though I am not rich. "I will share band and
beart with you, if you will but give yourself
thoroughly to my guidance.

“How dare you propose to one. whom you
canoot know 17

“] know that no deceit can lurk beneath
those eyes,”” he rep'ied ; “that no guile can
be barbored in that bosom, or crueity find
plsce in your heart. It is enough for me,
lgizilla, 1 love you, and at ooce.”

“lYon have koown me but three bours.”

“I'rue.”

| Was it revenge that

“And would bind yourself for hfe to one
you find ed with such associates as
these 1” she asked, solemnly.

“I wonld,” asswered Don Heranzo, dis-
tinctly and earsestly.

Y ou know not all, nay, not oae balf with
which 1 am charged,” she added, somewhat
earpe:tly ; at the same time watching the
foung cavalicrs countenance iatently, as
though she would study the effect of ber words
upon him ; her fine features lighted up the
while with intelligeoce and earnest feeling
imparted an aspect of wonderful beauty.

“] care not with what you are charged.”
apswered her companion; “mine be the

| task and priv lege to lead you back to those

sweet paths, which you were born to orna=
meut.”

“A price is set upop my bead !”

“It weighs rotbing with me. 1 can protect
you.” :

“And lose your own life, perbaps, ia the
endeavor 17

“It could be expended 1n no more grateful
cause ”

A gratified smile stole over andlit up ber
beautiful face, while she mused for a moment
io silesce. At length she said :—

“This canoot be, or ratber rot now—I
may talk to you at another time about this
purpose, so generous oo your part; but we
all have duties to perform, however humble
may seemingly be our station. These peopie
depend upon me ; to leave themn would be to
insure their destruction sooper or later. They
bave trusted me, 1 wiil not deseit them !

¢May 1 not hope that ia time this bond
could be severed 7

“Perhaps in time it might.”

‘Ab, there is bope then " said the prison-
er, earnestly.

“We shall meet again. Whther do you
travel 7

“To Parma, the capital.”

“It ie well ; now, good sir, a fair rest te
you.” ;

“Must we separate so early 7”

‘It is necessary.”

“Then, good night. One token of remem-
brance 7 be asked. :

“1 bave none to give, unless 1t be ths sil-
ver call.” And as she spoke,she unscrewed
a tiny whistle from her riding whip,and banded
it to him.

The cavalier took the tokea with grateful
looks and words, and did not forget to kiss
the delicate haod that presented it. The
comnander of the troop, as if in answer to
some sigoal from the lady, beckoned him at
once into the cave, where he found a rude
bed prepared for bim, and. upon which he
threw himself to ¢ream all night long of the
lovely beiog be bad just left. -

Agaio aod again Ler fair form aod beautiful
face visited Lim in his dreams; that darkly
beautiful face, the soft regular features beam-
ing through the deep olive gipsey hue of her
compleyion, seemed the very embodiment
of loveliness, and to the sleeper appeared to
gaze upon him with geotle fondoess. Her
form, so little and graceful in every move-
ment, assumed ethereal proportions, and
floated before him a soft and musty cloud, to-
wards which he involuntarily extended s
arms, but it was a dream ! :

On the morrow when ke awoke, be found
be had slept late, 1ar into the morning, and
hastily making a rude toilet, he partook of
food and wine placed for him, and found his
borse a'ready saddled and awaiting him at
tbe entrance of the cave. His valise was
there 100, the contentsrestored, wmith the
exception of the cigars, which had béen con-
suraed by the eager band. The chief stood
there to see him depart, and courteonsly greet
hiw with a fair good morning.

“How 1s it 1find my property restored 1
be acked, as he observed this to be the case.

The robber removed bis cigar quietly from
hss lips, as be rephed :

“QOur mistress ordered it so.”

“Jodeed !”

“Yes, it is often her way.”

“Can I see and thank ber?” asked Don
Heranzo, eagerly.

“No.”

“And why not 7

¢“She departed last pight.”

“Where has ske gone 7”

“] know pot. Her movements are all in
secret, sudden acd uctraceable as those of
the winds that sweep over these Appenines.
No one questions her pleasure, which isto
keep ber owa conacel, for her will is impera-
tive. 1tis enongh for us that she serves
and protects and directs us with unvarying
wisdom. Folowing ber counsel we have
sever yet known failure ; when we have
deviated from it, defeat snd mortifcatios
bave alw2ys fo'lowed our footsteps. The
band bold her sacred, 2nd we know her to
be el’n’do wed with power above man’s com-

The chief spoke reversntally, and with a

uiet expression of truth, that showed Doa

erznzo he was uttering his inward convic-
tioos, not playing upon the credality of a
stranger ; and be himself mused thoigh*fully
for some moments, before he mounted, and
turned his borse’s head towards the road at
the foot of the mountain.

Adieu, adien, captaie,” be sid, with a
wave of the band; “and thacks for the
niglt’s lod,io‘ I have enjoyed at your hands.”

“Hold,” said the robber geutly ieg his
baod on the reio. “Need 1 say that there is
one promise necessary from you, before you
leave s 7

“I understand rou—I shall utter vo word
of betrayal.” .

% Neither of your experience here, nor of
the locality 7” said the robber.

¢4Of peither shall I speak to any one 7”

% You promise this, en your werd of hon-
o

] promise,” said the traveller.

“lt:. ; and now farewell, and 2
pleacant trip for you to Parma.”

Don Heraszo put spurs to bis boise, and
dashed swiftly down the mountain ¥ on
his way to the capifal ; his mind, however,
far more ied “with the raemory of the
female robber, thaa of the sur-

roundings of bis path. He recalled, bessathi
pun-ed:irorlevityad freedom o her

cou'd bly be the .
.ocnur::nh these rude#8d daring moun-
faineers? If it was 2 mercenary
spirit, whence the reason 8or her own libera-
lity, as ackn : Bim by the robber
captain? Were not his effects, by mo
mcaps trifliog 1n value, 88 returned to him ?
Wated her? ‘The
to av some fe8rful personal out-
rage? Ttus be rode on;Musing withm him-
zelf, only to be more and More puzz'ed at
Ins advesture. Ooet was forced to
acknowledge to his own —he loved the
beautsful being be bad 80 singularly met,
be she who and what she€ might—asd he
felt that bis fate was in way to becin-
vected with ber mysteri o |

At the period
of Parma from 1ts of Aus-
trian Italy to the sou extent, where
it borders on the Sardwisii States and Tus-
cany, had become distra by certain local
political events, for a series of successive
years, until lawlessness reigied supreme.
The lofty and almost inaccessible chaia of
the Apecnines within its southerm border,
more especially, bad become of well organi-
zed banditts, absolutely strong emough to
defy the goveroment. These bands of oute
laws, though distinctive, and operating gen-
erally independent of each other, yet formed
a league of mutual interest, and subscribeld to
a code which bouad them all togeiher for the
good and protection of the enlire whole. As
1solated and roving bands they were .com-
paratively unixportant a:d weak, but asa
leagued body, they beczme strong and power-
ful.

These bands were composed mamnly of
bardy mountaiceers, the peasantry of the
country ; and so comp'ete were they in their
organization, that when necessary, the cap-
taios could bring together large numbers for
an occasion, whose legitimate occupation
was that of vioe dressers add agricaltarists;
whose neigbbors, even, suspected them not of
beloagiug to the secret league. The: fearfu!
oaths uoder which they were placed, and the
coodign pun'shmeat that was ofien meted
oul to delinquents, kept them true ; besides,
the equitable distribution of booty made it
for their pecuniary interest to remain faithfal
to the banditti. Two years of active.mea-
sure on the part of the government against
the outlaws, had proved perfectly faile in
suppressiog their power, and the condition of
thiogs assumed a most fearfu! 2spect of an-
archy at the particalar period when we bLave

ed our story.

Of all the bands, that headed by Alfonzo
Moto'oni, and which we have al-eady intro-
duced to the reader, was the most feared
and felt throughout the broad valley and bill-
sides that lie Ga the right bask of the River
Po. Noce knew this man’s history, bat all
understood his character, which was a siogu-
lar combication of . clivalry and daring.
Scarcely 2 needy peasant within forty leagues
of bis inmediate haunts, but had shared bis
bounty and protection. He bad vever evinced
cruelty, mever sied blood e¢xcept m open
fight and m self defeoce ; but Le was king of
the road, and laid all who were ab'e under
ample tax to support his treasury, and for
bounty to divide among bis basd. He seem-
ed to be actuated by some secret motive be-
yond that of gain alone, as Ius princely chin-
ties to the poor robbed bim of all aspect of
avarice. ;

Thus the name of Alfonzo Mataloni, while
it was one of terror to the proud and rich,
became one mentioned only with reverence
and love to the peasantry of Parma. No
bribe of the government was sufficient to
induce man, o- woman, to betray him, of those
who were able to do so, frcma knowledge
of his baunts; and the soldiery had too
often felt the keenness of his aim, and the
deadly fire of his faithful carbices to desire
an encoupter with them among the wooded
passes of the mountaias,

For irany months, at just the period of our
story, the bandi'ti bad become stronger and
better organized than ever. - Indeed the ad-
visers of the government had openly declared
in council, that their owna authority in the
kipgdom was far less thaa that of the com-
bined outlaws. A - crissis was evidently at
basd—no government could stand long under
such an alarmiog state of discord, aod to
heighten the fears of the court, it bad been
discovered that the terrible league was or-
gamzed and led by a woman, who was re-
presented to be as beautiful as she was remark-

| able for executive power and discretion. All

toogues resounded with wild stories of ber
power, ber marvellous beauty, her influence
over the barditti, and ber wonderful means
of information, and promptaess of actioa.

THE TIMELY RESCUE.

“Lay by your carbines and put your shoul-
ders to these wheels,” said a clear, mauly
voice, that sounded distiactly above the rag-
ing of the storm, and the rush of the torrent
that bad submerged the road, and was sweep-
ing a carriage and its occupan's over the
fearfal precipice! “Witha wi'l, my men,”
contued the speaker, as be seized the reios
of the plunging horses, and with an iron grasp
controlled tbewr movemests.

It was a terrible scene, just at nightfall, on
the main road of soutbern Parma. A wild,
raging storm bad flooded the mouctain side,
and ceme pourirg down in & most resistless
torrent directly in the course of a travelling
carriage, which was occupied by a male and
female of evideat rank. One moment more,
and the vehicle, korses, occupants and all,
would have been inevitably forced over the
precipice to instant death, when a score of
men sprang into the road, headed by their
ieader, whose daring courage aed 1nstant ex-
pedient, aided by bis followers, saved all.

Te security being gained, the
leader of the banditty, for it was a detachment
of the outlaws that had just readered this all
important service to the travellers, approact-
ing the door of the carriage, bade the occn-
pants to basten out as soon as possible, and
foliow him to a place of safety. A s
glance sufficed to show him that the lady was
already insensible, and seiz'og her in his
arms, the chief of the baoditti bore her with-
in the shelter formed by a vast o‘vu'hnﬂ'-g
rock, biddg her companion to follow him
on the instast. Another moment and the
torrent which seemed howling in 1ts fury, bore
carriage, horzes and postilicn orer the fear—
ful precipice, o utter and instant destruction !

“The saints be praised,” exclaiimed the
gentleman, as he reached a sheitered spot ;
*‘oue momeat later, and our lives bad gome
zﬁtht ion’s. But we owe all to you,”

conticued, tarning to the chief ; “your
hand apil gall; tdt'.nn‘hnnudufro-;
fearful death,” . o '

speaker was 3 man of
digeified and noble m
a

had gently laid the fainting lady upon as con-
Venient 8 spotes was tcbofc-:’:thm-

e

meat, and pillowing her head upon his owa
Mt, m-;d el$ which he bad taken off
for the purpose, be was now gently chafing
her wrisis in an endeavor to arouse her once
more to consciouspess.
«It is the result of fright,” said the robber.
%She has certaialy rustamed no bodily isjury.”
“None,” replied ber compamon—“thanks to
your realy band and care.”
At this moment the lady opesed ber eyes,
and with a shudder gracually returned to full
copsciousness, as she did so, discoveriog a
loveliness of youthful beauty that might charm
an aochorite. She gazed about her confus-
edly for a moment, and then, as her full,
deep black eyes rested on the robber chief,
she recalled the who'e of the furfo&:uu
through which they had passed uvp to the mo-
ne::‘of her swoomng, The gentleman ob-
serving her thus gazing iatently upon the
chiei, said :
“We owe our very lives to him, Nina.”
“T'o whom, uncle 1 she asked, geatly
rising from her reclining posture, while the
robber cast bis ample
to protect her from the floodieg rain.
“Well, I can’t exactly say,” was the reply,
“not baving asked the question myself.” At
the same moment, there seemed to come
over the traveller for the first timean idea,
as to whom he was indebted for his timely

preservation. A vague feeling

stand that these rude monntaineers could be
none otber than the well-knowa banditti of
the Apennines. He pansed thus thoughtfully
but for a moment, then asked :

“Whom have we to thank for this great
service 7”

“It matters not,” was the moody reply, of
the chief, who stood by his side.

“Surely you will gratify us by giving the
nu!:,l’e of one to whom we are forever indebt-
ed

“It 1s a name, sir, which you of the capital |
hear only coupled with blood-thirsty deeds,
and 1deas of all sorts of villasy; a name that
is uttered as a bugbear to irighten stubborn
childrea into obe&nence in your princely balls
—but bere, on the mountain side, and in the
valley, for many a league, even to the basks
of the Po—you will bear the common people
call it with a kindly smile and u friendly bene-
diction.”

“You are thec—*

“Alfoszo Mataloni I”

The young lady drew instinctively nearer
the side of ber protector, who n Turn became
 #ensibly affected by the meation of a2 name,
which was, indeed, the terror of half of Par-
ma. Toe robber folded his arms and looked
calmly at them. Oa that lovely girl his eyes
rested in earnest but deferential admiration ;
while feehag the tenderness of bis gaze, her
own eyes sought the ground. It was but for
amomen?, whep a feeling of noble and gener-
ous trust seemed to actuate her, and she said
earnestly : :

“It matters not who you are, you have
placed us usder deep snd lasting obligaticns;
you have even risked your owa life to
serve ours. In return, we can at least but
pay you the poor complimeat of giving you
our full trust,”” As she spoke thus, she ap-
proached Alfonzo, and extended him her
band, which be took gently, bent over it for
one :tant, and with a deep sigh taat heaved
bis broad chest audible, he said :

“Your trust shall vot be abused.” Thea
turning to his men, who had stood tfully
one side while he chose to take the business
in lus own hacds, he said, what,ho!a litter,
my mea, 3 litter forthwith. - Lady, I will
bear you to some safer spot than this danger-
ous place, where you can remain uatil the
storm abates.” :

The following morning broke bright aud
clear over a scone of devastation such as does
not often occurevea mn the Apennwes. The
streams bad all become torrents, and in their
course to the valley had carried buge rocks,
and uptorn trees as though they were mere
f:atbers. Nisca and her uncle saw with
amazzment the fearfal picture of the power
of the torrent, ia some spots totally obliterat-
ing the road, and remembered what might
bave been their fate, when that fearful catas-
trophe threatened them, on the spot where
the postilion and horses were destroyed before
their very eyes.

They had been humbly btut comfortably
entertamed at a mouatain hot during the aight,
and stood now refreshed sfter a wholesome
breakfast, partaken with an appetite that on'y
mounta’n air cana inspire. bile the wuocle
and niece were ttus gazing off the lofiy moun-
taia side, there stood unobserved by them,a
little ia the back grouad, ths robber, leaning
carelessly upon his carbive and regarding
them earnestly.  The rude cottage, forming
the background to the picture, made it one
fit for the canvass ot an artist.

Count Fialto was high in station, rich,
nobly coanected, and all powerful at the court
of Parma, one of the man pillars of which he
was considered, His niece, who had lon
since bees left an orpban, and to - bis i
care, was now just returning from Rome,
whither b2 bad been to bring her from ber
coonvent studies, she baving now arrivedat a
suitable age for presentation in society.
The uncle was proud of hus far ward, and
being lumself unmarried and childless, she
was to be heirto all his broad estate, an
amount of riches that rivalled auy private
fortune in a'l Italy, It was thus “that the
count and his ward were found wpom the
movntain road as we have before described.
- Nina was of a rich Ita'ian olive ia her com-
plexion, througk which a fresh color, induced
by the morningair, now glowed with exquis-
ite loveliness. She was just. rounding into
the fullness of womanhood 1 ber figure, and
there was the slightest struggle in her manner
between girlhood and womanly diguity, which
was ia itself an attraction. brilliant
eyes sparkied with unwonted fire as she
stood pow, gazing over the wild
and off, far away over the valley of the Po.
Both were for some moments silgnt as
felt the grandeur of the scene and drank in of
its thrilling beauty. At last the count turned
and said, “we must seek out the chuel of the

T Ohintvitg tod tynt Alfueie foming
ing their intent, tossing his
carbice carelessly into the hollow of his arm,
approached them, and gave them the usual
morping , :
it Ear T
said, as .
their thoughts. *To do this,! am_sorry to
;{,’.“ will bave nearly half a league to walk,
which, you come to the uninjured por-

RS
your
own con will yet
R
“A) what recompense can we make
to l‘o’t‘tni,ummi" asked the count. |
:.I' nht-:tnnun!:itli'-!‘l. ‘
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tiva of the road once more.
find post horses awaiting you,

i gy
y T

‘toll,’ but asit
the name of guests.

and E'.cuuuqn costume, with the grace that
a no

least, that rhe had never seen o fine a speci-
mea of a man. He had an 1waate aspect of
maaliness, a delicacy aad grace of expression,
and 2 refinement of voice and mauner, thata
Fite realived th, though oot
is, vot so fal ere
baps, as his niece. .

to be distributed among your followers, more

especially those who were immediately engag-

ed with you in the rescoe of last evening,”

said Nioa, banding a rich purse beavy with the
e

precious coimage.
'u'lhdy. I se;hbz.yr:ir e:.mtunoe that it

give you to have me receive thi
parse for distribu 1
shall fulfil your desire.’

buag from bis
ket b s | s agbtin aersh, whe
: e
that pomt of the road where their conveyance | *cribed as thzt when the
awaited them. Niwsa gave her baod once | below the head, for two or three inches, be-
more, with a sweet smile to tha leader as they | comes yellow sod dry,
parted ; and Count Fialto bade him farewell | off the circulation—and
with a courteous assurance that this favor | and dougay,
: of uneaswess | should b remembered, if the time ever ar- | pressure. This-ogcurs about a fortnight
shot through bis mind, as he scemed to under- | rived wh::f lu‘sfinﬂuence could serve the true | fore the seed becemes dead ripe, as before re-
interests of Alforz-

male robber,” cootinued the queen.
the rewards that have been offered, have
failed to gain us any information on this point,
and it seems to be to her alone tbat the out.
laws owe their remarkable orgasization.’

ed with the outlaws, your
gentiemaa I thiok, brings letters of undoubted
character.’

ferent periods of ripening,
from twelve to fourteen diys before © dead

£
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is, you become sacred under
Nioa thought as be stood (here in bis free

action gave bim, for the moment, at

Evea Count

‘Let me at least leave a few pieces of gold

tion among the men, and {

greatest nutnitive power was shown to be
some time before ripening its seed., The va-
lue of wheat straw depends upou the observ-
avce of the same law, and thus it is seen that
:::v:;::e otfhhrmt'-g, which best Sevures
e of both grai near-
ly comcides, vy ‘
A mving ot gram is made by esrly har.
mng. ﬁ:i:d the %:t that waste ’froh"lhll.
s avoided, 1s loss is often ldrge in
fully ripe wheat, and it is = loss po caution
can avert with ripe grain. The loss from
rust, ajso Will in 'most cases be thus prevent-
ed. This disease generally makes its appear-
ance at about that stage of growth recom-
mended for cutting the grain, aad whenever
it does appear, 1ts injortes can at once be
checked by barvesting. .
Rarly barvestiog allows miore time for the
work, 80 that the business of the
©€rop 1s uot crowded into a few days, 1 which
it must be accomplished or serious losy resuit

A low winstle blown upon a silver cail that
bt to the robber’s

elic youth, who received bis direg-
to g:ulng the travellers to

AL PN N
aia ouly

‘1 should be loath to press you, were by

*1f that occasion comes, lot me requite this

favor,’ said the count, earnestly.

‘I shall remember your offer, Count Fialto,

said the outlaw.

“] trust 80 ; once more, farewell.’
‘Farewell,” snd the chief, pressing the of-

fered band of the count.

Oa the following day, after the arrivalof

Count Fialto and his ward safe to Parma, the | in a double row, with the headss
whole court raog with the story of their late |.ach other, is simple and wufficient. A gainst
adventure. The young "lgﬂlng queen, who heavy shoms, homnr, ths giveo but little
bad succeeded to the throse from reason of | protection, nor is covering shocks formed in
there being no male beir’ Ilstened with gm.( the same manoer, with two leaves l"'j oa
ioterest, and ioquired 10lo every particular | bonzoutally, the heads touchiog each other,
concerning the geatle Nina. The act made | @ much better plan.
much capital for the outlaws, and several de- | %et up halt a dozen sheaves in a ¢ound, com-
clared that there were little use of government | pact form, and cover them with two others
troops to fight men who could be governed | brokea ia the middle, and Jain on ie the form
‘thes by a sense of honor and chivalry.

Maria Colonoa, the queea of Parma, was

“You saw aothwng of this Inizilla, this fe-

pre= | male leader of the banditti 7 asked the queen
of Count Fiaho.

*Nothing, indeed ; 1 do not think we ap-

proached cear the stronghold of the troop,
but rather that we were entertained at the
nearest mountamn cabin.’

could bave seen this fe-

I would that you
‘All

*Your majesty is about to issue fresh offers

of reward for the arrest, 1 have learned ¥

‘It is our purpose to do, o for any infor-

mation whatever concerning this remarkable
woman, who thus puts at defiance our author-
ity on the throne. There have lately besn
fresh outrages committed in the northern
districts, and the banditti are growing bold.

‘I much fear they are too strong for us,

aud that your majesty will fiod it as difficult
to manage them as did your late honored
father.”

‘Force, and military expeditions will aot

do it, count, 1 am well satisfied of that; it
must be accomplished by mgeoious strategy
and finesse. 'P\

heard of one Doa Heranzo, count?” con-
tigued the queen, after a short pause.

me will show! Have you

‘There is a Spanish gentleman on bis

travels, of that vame, I thiok, acd wvow in
Parma,’ replied the count.

‘It has been reported that he bas suspicious

conoectiots with the banditti in some way.
That be has beea among them, and bas infor-
nb::gl! of value which he might impart if he
chose.

‘I cannot believd him in any way implicat-
jesty, as the

‘Yet we have certain information of the

fact,’ coutinued the queen.

‘Possibly be ma; La:c “cen attacked by

them, and made prisoner for a period.’

*Had this been the case he would doubtle:s

bave eatered his complaint at the goverameut
office.’

Tt would seem probable, certainly,’ replied

the count.

*He must be closely waiched, and examin-

ed ere he leaves the city. If be is innocent,
there will no basm accrue o him or aoy ove;

guilty, he must expect to pay the penalty.’
(To BE CONTINUED.)

WHEAT—TIME OF HARVESTING.

The mcreased attention givea to the cal-

ture of wheat warraots us in recalling farmers
to the subject of the best time of harvestiog
the same, taking into consideration the ma-
turity of the erop, aod the use to which it is
applied ; and giving the results of a variety
of wﬁo‘m&

cutting on the quantity aad quality of the

scene, m.;n
upoa it.

the influence of early

The question is nota new ove, nor
altempt to preseat new information

experiments in cutting woeat at dif-

go to show that

ripe, tlm the plumpest, heaviest, thiest

l, and most nutritive grain. The loss
heat by standing 1s 1 sacly 15 per cent,
the loss 10 equal weig (s by the increase

is about 4 cent. At this

.

ad

g8 5%
¢

from over ripeving and shelling, acd '1f the
ey e

. e L ~ y h
TR i e TR N b
stalk immediately

tWy cutting
ae grain, thoogh soit
cessed-to yield any milk

marked. .
In early barvesting, of course, great at-

chance in such a position as to need your aid.’ | tention must be given to the curing of the

orop. Itis advisable to allow it to lay for
balf a day or =0 in the swath before binding,
and then small bundles should be made, mft
should be shocked up before dew falls, and
will need 1o remain in the field for a fonger
time tbanif-cut when fully ripe. Should no
rain occur, (whi ¥y be expected,)
the common practice of sething up the sheaves
estiog against

The safest mode 1s to

of a cross, with the ends spread out, which af-
tords a rehable cap for the shelter of the

young and beautiful, just the age whea the | 8tain beveath from the’ usoal storms of the
heart bears the largest share in the counc)| | season.

chamber of our discretion, aud she easily saw, ; "
waile Nioa spoke thus eathusiasticaily of :he | present speak. The subject will, no doubt, be
young robber chief, that their single meet ng | sufficieatly agitated by those interested—the
bad given rise in the young girl’s heart 1o | Makers and users of these important inven
a sentiment that was, at least, of a most | tions.—Country Gentleman.

siguificent, if mot absolutely dangerous cha -
racter. The queen warn d \he blushing
girl against thinking too much conceraing one
whose romantic surroundings gave a certain
dramatic effect to his appearance and beariog,
winch was altogether temporary.

Of barvesting implemeats we shall vot at

TO MAKE G\NGER BEER.

To every gallon of spring water, add one
ounce ofsliced white gisger, one pound of
common Io;f"‘ ty and two ounoes of lemon
juice, ort e tablespoonfuls } boil it
veat wa hour, nd"‘ukc off the 'culi‘; thea
rua it through a hair sieve into & tud, and
whea cool (viz, 70 degrees) add yeast in pro-
portion of halfa pmnt to vine galions; keep
it in a temperature situation two days, during
which it may be stirred six or eight times ;
then put it into a cask, which wust be kept
fall, and the yeast taken off at the bung-hole
with aspoon. In a forteight add balf a pint
of fining (isinglass picked and steeped in
beer) to mine %l"ol\, which will, i it bas
been properly fermented, | clear it by ascent.
The cask must be kept full, and the rising

articles taken off at tue bung hole. Whea

we (which may be expected in tweaty four
hours) bottle it, corkit well, and in sammer
it will be ripe and fit to driok in a fortaight.

TO MAKE YEAST OR BARM.

Mix two quarts of soft water withibhite
ﬂofnr, to th;;ommncc of thi Jrel, or
soft basty puddiag ; boil it gently If an
hour, and whu:{most oold;‘:t:r into it half
a pound of sugar, and four spoonfuls of good
yeast. Putitintoa large jug, or earthen
vessel, with narrow top, ‘aod place it before
the fire, so that it may, by a moderate heat
ferment ; the fermentation will throw upa
thia liquor, which pour off and throw away ;
the remainder keep for use ina cool place, in
a bottle or jug ied over. 'The same quAntity
of common yeast will suffice to bake or brew
with, Four spocafuls of this will wake a
fresh quaatity as before. /

TMETHOD OF PRESERVING

GRAPES.

Take a cask or barrel, inaccessible to the
external air, and putinto it a layerof bran,
dried ia an oven, or of athes well dried aod
sifted. Upon this a layer of grapes well
cleaned, and gathered in the . afternooun of a
dry day, before they are perfectly ripe. Pro-
ceed thus with slternate layers of bran and
grapes. till the barrel is full, taking care that
the grapes do not touch each other, and to
let the last layer be of bran; then olose the
barrel so that the air may not be able to pene-
trate, which is an essential point. Grapes,
thus packed, will keep nine or even (welve
months. To restore them to their: freshoess,
cut the ead of the stalk of each banch ot
grapes, and put that of white grapes into white
wine, and that of black grapes into red wine,
as you would put flowers into water, to revive
or keep them fresh.

USEFUL RECIPES.

Costive bowels have aa agreeable remedy
io the free use of tomatces at meals—
their seed acting the way of seeds of white
mustard or figs, By slimulatiog the coats of
the bowls over which they pass in theit whole
state to increased action. A remedy of
equal efficiency, io the same du'e_chw, is
cracked wheat—tbat is commoan white wheat
graios broken in two or three pietes’ and
then boiled until it is as soft as rice, and eaten
mainly at two meals of the day, - with butter
or molasses.

Common sweet cider, boiled down to one
ha!f makes & mast excellent syrup for coughs

has a craving for some
This s found.in cider
fire as 500D 88




