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-~ HIGH PITCH BY THE HEATED

DISCUSSIONS OVER TREAT

& Valera's

Alternative Proposal Stirred Griffith to Heights

of Eloquence in His Denundation of It — Pleads' for

Acceptance of Treaty and
One Which Any. Irishman

Declares Oath of Alleglance
Can Take With Honor —

De Valera Denounced Treaty as Subverting the Public
~Declares Treaty One of War, Not Peace.

ena, which m

Seday in public seselon and began
eonpideration of motions for and
egalust ratificutfon of the Anglo-Iriah
freaty, adjowrned at' 1 o'clock antil
$.30 pm. Every seat ia the hall was
takon. Speaker MacNelll was ia the
indication

been recelved from Premier Lloyd
George early in the negotiations say-
ing . the governmeat Impoled making
Ireland co-oqual wit the other Brit-
ish domiulions and to secure: for Ire-
latid a place in the League of Nations
The letter also promised the with-
dfawal of the naval and military
torces from Ireland when the agree-

«|ment was ratified.

Binue through tomorrow
An interesting feature of the first
session was the disslosure that Ka-
seonn De Valera bad submitted to last
week's private meeting of the Dail an
alternative proposal to the agreement
‘signed in London, He explained he
Bad done this in an effort to secure
smanimity in the Dail,
Speaker MaoNgill safd Mr. De
Walera had requested that the docu:
be regarded as confidential un-
he put forward his own proposal
( the public session.
Arthur Griffich vud Michael Cail'as
tested agaiust a couwwes Wwhich,
y declared, wom.1l result .a keep-
trom the Irieh peopls what such
wo alternative proposal meani.
After some beazed discussion the
ker sald ne ecouid not allow de-
o on' this point aud Mr “rillith
thon moved the ratifisatian «f the

treaty.

Speaking to his motion Mr. Griffith
sald this wes not a question of the
snere rights of the people, it was a
question of the ltves and fortanes of
the people of Ireland, and he was not
going to hide from the Irish people
what President De. Valera's alterna-
tive proposal would mean. :

Speaking 'with great feeling, the
Sion Fein foreign minister defined
the agreement reached with the Brit.
b plenipotentinries in London.

“Not once did we demand recognl
tiom of the Irish republic, knowing
i _would have been fmpossitde fo se
oure 1" he said. By

Mr. Griftith then dfiated o the ad:
waotages the treaty would bring ¢o
freland. He read a letter which had

Me. Griftith sald the oath of allegl-
ance agreed upon was one “which any
frishman can take with honor.”

He concluded by urging the Daf to
ratify his resolution and. the Irish
people everywhere to confirm it.

Hearty applause was given him as
he resumed his seat.

President De Valera then rose to
move the rejection of the treaty.

“] am against this treaty because
#t will oot end the conflict between
Great Britain and Ireland”® he de-
clared. “1 am against - the treaty
because 1 am fur peace, not war.”

He argued that the Irish peopte
would never be reconciled to the
agreement. ’

Mr. De Valers vigorousty denoun-
ced the treaty as “subverting the
public.”  He dealt at length upon the
nl\exlune feature of the document,
tnveighidg in impasstoned tones
agoinst what he declared would be
the ignominy of the Irish people tak-
ing the oath of alegiance to the
British king, He paid tribute, how-
ever, to the delegates who signed the
pact saying what they daid "‘!ll in
thelr excess of love for Ireland.”

Mr. De Valera continuing his argu-
ment for rejection .declared *it King
George came over to opem the Isish
parliament yos would see black flags
in the streets of Dublin” He 1fkened
the treaty to the act of unmion, declar-
ing it would lead to endless strife.

Summing up te ssserted the treaty
. = '

n el
ratified Ireland would continue
servient to Britain

(Cpntinued ‘on page 2)

NOVA SCOTIA FACING MOST
CRITICAL INDUSTRIAL SETBACK
SINCE MINERS' STRIKE OF 1910

Bulletins Posted Notifying Mine Workers That Wages Wil
be Cut January | Approximately One-Third — Miners

* Firmly Determined Not to

Sydnay, N. 8, Dee. 19—Nova Scotia
tonight etands face to face with ene
of the most critical industrial sitaa:
tions that has developed in her coal
flelds since the big etrike of 1910, At
$ o'clock this afternvon, at every mine
of the Dominjon Coal Company, was
posted an official bulletin which in
effoct notified the 8,000 miners of the
island that on Jan. 1 their wages are
to be cut by approximately onethird.

The fact that the notice has been

without awaiting the outcome
of the Montreal conference on wages
and working conditions, is taken to
mean that the company intends to
enforce its edict, regardless of the
outoome of the Montreal negdtiations;

On the other hand, owing to the ab-
sence from the provinecs of every im-
portant officisl of the United Mine
Workers, it is utterly impoasible to
obtam & coherent idea of the senti
ments of the United Mine Workers,
As a matter of fact, it may be twenty:
four before the emntire member-
ship of Distriet 26 learns the news,
Ultimately, the whole 12,000 unfon
miners of Nova Scotia and New Brans-
wick will be affected, because the
smaller operators will sooner or later
toflow the example of the British Em-
pire Steel Corporation, which owns the
Dominion and Seotia coftieries,

Year 1926 Destined
To Shake World To
Its Very Foundations

British Journal of Astrology

Horoscoge Warns of Pla-
gues, Famines, Floods,

* Riots, etc.

London, Ded. 19—The year 1926 Is
ned to shake the world to its
dation, both physically and polfe-

My, 1t is to be & succession of

famines, floods, shipwrecks,
foting and revolution. So ways the
British Journal of astrology, which has
drawn

Accept Such .Slashing Re-

duction and Strike is Expected to Follow.

The official notice, posted at each
nins, reads as follows:

“The agreement covering wages
made at Montreal on the 8th Novem-
ber, 1920, expires on the 31st Decem-
ber, 1921, and, effective that date, all
wage rates are concluded. Notice is
hereby given that on and after the 1st
January, 1922, the day rates and con-
tract mining rates paid to the em-
ployes of (blank) colliery, will be the
rate which became effective January
1, 1920, less 25 per cent, subject to
minor adjustments to certain indivi
dual rates, All rates of pay included
in term “comsideration” are subject to
revision January 1. All local contracts
for driving, road making, landing,
tending, ete, are withdrawn on Janu-
ary 1.*

What this means Is that the old
Mackinnon award, less 26 per cent,
goes into effect, making, according to
those who understand the rates, a re
duction of approximately 37 per cent
on the present or Montreal agreement
rates, :

late *Montreal despaiches, an-
nouncing the breakwup of the confer-
ence, are regarded as serfous, but the
decision to appeal for a concillation
board will have a steadying effect up:
on those who would otherwise shout
for a strike. *

when the planets Mars and Mercury
will be in conjunction, Six years later,
the great urmaggedeon is to take place,
it will be & final conflict between Mo-
hammedism, allled with Bolshpvism,
against the United

horoscope says.

TOMMY GIBBONS
WON OVER MADDEN

Grand Rapids, Mieh, Dec, 19—Tom-
my Gibbons, St Paul light heavy-
weight, won over Bartley Medden, of
New York, ia a tensound no decision
bout here tonight, according to & ma-

thie horoscope for that yeas, josilp of newspsper esen.
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Mongers W
time W
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IRIBH GRAND ORANGE
. LODGE THINKS FORCE
MAY BE NEEDED

Loyalists Will ‘se Cempelied
To Defend Their Lives and
Property It Irish Fre: ate
Is Set Up.

Beitast, Dec. 19—The irish
QGrand Orange Lodge has is-
sued an address to its mem-

that, if an

is set up,
Loyalists will be ocompetled to
defend thelr lives and 1ibd-
ertiea by force.

This would be most dis-
tasteful to them, it is added,
but force is the only smgu-
ment aocepted by the British
Government,

*
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Liquors Taken Over
By Provincial Gov’t
Valued At $250,000
m‘ s
Board Was Obliged to T.ke|,o’:*,,~,,§}:g, ';b-m o be roady
Over All Liquors Held by/or Filday, i
Wholesale Vendors. Other dovelonmegih of the week

EXPECT

REMIER

Mr. King Endea®ring to Em-
ulate Sir Wiliid Laurier’s
Achievement 8 1896.

Special to The &

Ottawa, Dec. 1099
opments of the last ¥
summarized as follows:

Mr. Meighen's
hands of the Gove
not being yet ‘aci , the Govern-
ment is still in office.

Mr. Andrew Hayden; national orga-
nizer for the Liberal party, has ar
rived in Ottawa,
of Mr. Crerar and
greasives, to Mr. Ki
enter the ministry. ' =

Western Progressivis
katoon tomorrow, wi it is bellevad
the question of the !advisability of
Mr., Crerar emtering ithe oew gov-
ernment will be d ed

Mr. Hudson has I

plitical devel-
days may be
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end included the anfibuncement that
ex-Premier Stewart, of Alberta, is on
Fredericton, N. B., Dec. 19—ghe his way to Ottaway' that Premier
total value of liguor taken over by Martin of Baﬂ(ﬂdﬁ“‘ﬂ. is also ex-
the New Brunswick Board of Liquor pected in the capiil shortly; that
Vendors from the holders of whdenle1Mler Oliver, of BMitish Columbia
licenses nnder the prohibition act will!is definitely on Mr, ng's *slate, and
be mot less than. $260,000, according|that Premier Drurgh. of Ontario, is
to Hon. J. F. Tweeddaje, chairman also likely for the cabinet.
of the board. Mr. King, it 1s bdlieved, 18 endeav-
Under the act creating 1t, the Board oring to emulate Wiltrid Laur-
was obliged to take over all liguors|ier’s achievement 1896, when he
held. by former wholesale vendors at sarvounded himself § with provincial
prices pald by them, and could not, leaders. Thus far, %8t ail evemts, he
therefore, make a choice of quantities,| has been in touch With the Premiers
kinds or even brands from the stocks of New Brunswick, British Columbla,
held by such formar. licemsees, Mr. Saskatchewan, Alberta and Ontario.

Tweeddale n“e.d. “Hill" Throbs VA"' Baars:

all sorts of guemses and ‘prognostica-
tions are belng made, no name of the
slightest importance being left un-
touched in the search for possible
material.

So far as can be diseerned, how-
ever, and making allowances for the
fact that a great deal depends upon
the attitude of the Progressives, the
probabilities are the new ministry

Timber Lands be Cleared.
R ek | will be made as follows by provinces:

Moncton, N. B, De¢. 19—The unem- 3
ployed situation in Moncton was dis- wNosvn %‘i:l‘gl‘n“d #ez{ B;‘,’“B“E
cussed tonight at a meeting of the| .o pooriar “ﬁm,r" Foster Bty
City Council and representatives of ™ g.ohee Mr Brmest Lapointe, Dr
several interested organizations, and|peanq  Mr. Rodolphe Mp:“m:‘. 51{-
:h prlv';po-nl was made that the City|y,mer Gouin (as president of the

ould erect a new market bullding.|souncil), Mr. Walter Mitchell and
not only as a means of relleving un-|y . Andrew McMaster
employment, but to provide adequate. Ontario—Mr. King, Mr, Drury, Mr
market accommodations for the city. Murphy or Mr. Kennedy, Mr, George
A p'mw i to clear up some of the!p, Graham, Mr. James Murdock and
city’s wood and timber lands om the|possibly Sematof Belcourt.
outskirts of the city, was made by| wManitoba—Mr A. B. Hudson or Mr.
Hom, C. W. Robinson, in order to|Crerar, or maybe bhoth.
providé employment, A meeting of| ‘- Saskatchewan—Mr. Motherwell or
the City Council is to be called at|Premier Martin.
once to take more definite action on Alberta—Mpr, Stewart.
the proposals informally discussed to-| British Columbia—Senator Bostook
night. (Government leader in the Senate)
and Premier Oliver.

s e
i
Wall St. Not Worrying
.

Over Warnings of

Another Explosion

Proposal ‘Made That Market
Building be Erected and

C. N.R. Now _6;c:—upying
New Roundhouse
At Moncton

Locomotives Moved Into New
Structure Yesterday—Con-| Failed to Take Seriously Let-
venient Quarters for Men,| ters Predicting That Sky-

Moncton, Dec. 19—Today the C. F Would be L‘id
N. R. moved its locomotives into the| Low.

zlg newdronndhonu which has just
een made ready for use in the west| . rork. devel
end of the Moncton yard. The new m::u'u ’.n“. 3:: 'w;:;-‘::m h:&
:n'::f’o;‘"“:ge Is Vo great improve-| ., ihs gecond explosion mgainst
0.
shout thres times  the . site’ round: |YBich Wall Street tad been warmed,
honse, having. some ninety stalls, ::d :g;oq‘;::t k4 lnvees i %
and is modernl uf , ‘ 2 .
During the v:atmanl:lpr::r the O.N, |, Lower ““m ttea, epperently, fafled
R. spent about a million dollars in :;o;:: VMM::G ?;;lnbym:lﬂ];tt ;f
All,
{ | towering rs, within a five

the erection of the new engine house,
track changes and west end skyscrape

Ulecks, radius of the stock exchaige,
ould be laid low.

improvements. Besides affording bet-
Clerks appeared concerned only with

COLD IN VANCOUVER

mechanics - permanently  employed | 0bjéct of the piot, arrived, unattend-
in taking their engines in and out. '|tereection of Wall, Broad and Nassau
i ey i s
William J. Burns, Chief of the Bur
OUTPOINTS HANLONI 4
chbled reports from his azents in War-
ed Jimmy Hanlon, of Denver, in an| enine, in connection with the 1920 ex-
TEN YEARS IN PEN.
Vancouver, B, C., Dec. 19--This eity
is today experiencing its coldest wea-|tence which Judge Coatsworth in the

ter facilities for the employees, the|™
much more comfortable quarters in|&ettng to work on time. J. P. Mor
there, but also for the enginemen|od. at his office at his regular hour.
’ —— pireets, seemed greater, if anything,
JOHNNY DUND

eau of Inv tion of the Depart

Philndelphia, Dec 19—Johuny Ddn-| waw concern!
eighteound mo decision bout tonight.| pioeion.
Toronts, Dee. 19—Ten years at the

ther in mdny years. At 7.30 this morn-|sessions court today meted out to Mike

new roundhouse will also' afford

every particular, not only for the|%8n, who was supposed to be the chiet

who spend  considerable time there|The usual noon day crowd at the ie-

EE, for New York s a city of the eurious,

ment of Ju was still awaiting

dee, New York lightwelght, outpoint-| iy qenfeld,

mo had the advantage in every et
Kingston penitentiary was the sem-

ing, the thermometer registered 14.9 Nesséf, who was convicted last week

above sero. The highest temperature of having coined fraudulent fifty cent kets 1

ploces

mﬁolﬂntﬁ.l!ﬂ.m Sy

" FAIR AND

" RESIGNATION OF PRESENT GOV'T IN

Ottawa, Ont,, Dec. 19—No definite
ment is yet forthcoming as to the date of resignatio
of the present government.
nation was placed in the hands of the Governor-Gen-
eral some days ago, but has not been accepted yet. A
statement, issued from the office of the prime minister

today, reads as follows:

“Mr. Meighen has been asked when his resignation
as prime minister was to be expected. He stated this
afternoon that some days ago the same had been ten-
dered to His Excellency, the Governor-General, but,
that His Excellency, after consultation with the Hon.
Mackenzie King, had requested the
ment to continue in office for a limit

MINE OPERATORS OF NOVA SCOTIA
FAILED TO REACH ACCORD WITH
~ MENONWAGE REDUCTIONS

Conferences at Montreal Have Terminated Without ' Any
Agreements Being Arrived at—Mine Workers to Ask
for Board of Conciliation to Investigate Conditions —
Operators Issue Statement Reviewing Circumstances
Leading Up to Conference.

Winnipes for| Montreal, Dec, 19—Conterences which that permitted any hope of brin
. De, ging
Ottawa snd is expegfd here tomor-|pave been earried on here since Fri-|about steadier work at the collieries.

day last between representatives of
the coal companies under the British
Hmpire Steel Corporation, and repre-
sentatives of the members of
United Mine Workers of America, Dis-
trict No, 26, wihich covers the fields of
Nova Scotia, terminated this after-
noon with the positive refusal of the
men’s representatives to accept the
proposal for a reduction in wages, as
offered by the officials representing
the coal companies,

Following the termination of the
conference, instructions were sent from
here to post notices at the colleries,

declaring effective January 1, a redue-;

tion of 256 per cent in the wages to

miners prior'to the Montreal agree-|

ment which went into effect November

8, 1920. teen thousand miners are

affected. This, Robert Baxter, Presi

dent of District No. 26, declared to be

equivalent to a reduction of 37 1.3 per

rates. paid- before the

agreement went dnto effect.

In comment after the m: , Mr,

Baxter stated.‘there is no justification
for the reduction.”

Wiil Ask for Board of Concilliation

Following the failure of the repre-
sentatives of men and operators to
agree, It was announced that the
United Mine Workers will ask the
Federal QGovernment to appoint a
Board of Concilliation and Investiga-
tion as provided for by the Industrial
Disputes’ Act.

Mr. Baxter's statement follows:

“We have been in conference with
the British Empire Steel Corporation
officials with a view to drawing up 2
new contract. Our present agreement
expires at the end of the year. The
company’s proposition carries a reduc:
tion of approximately 37 1-2 per cent,,
which means the elimination of the
Montreal agreement, and a 32§ per
cent reduction on top of that. We
have unanimously rejected this pro-

sal.
pc"‘Ou our part, we first submitted a
series of 16 points affecting wages
and working conditions which provid-
od for some increases, and later we
made another propasition to continue
the present contract for an additional
three months, The company refused
to accept our offer,

Deadlock Reached

the |

e | WITH BRIAND
Conversations Held Yesterday
Dealt Wholly With Eco-
nomic Questions, Says
Communique.

MATTERS DISCUSSED
GO TO EXPERTS

Germany's Plea That She Will
be. Unable to Pay Install-
ments Dealt With.

Premier Meighen's resig-

resent govern-
period.”

B

London, Dee. 19—The conference be-
tween Premier Briand and Mr, Liloyd
George, which opened at Downing
Street this morning, was adjourned at
1.2¢ o'clock this afternoon when a com-
munique was iesued saying the com-
versations were on general economic

questions, Matters that were discus-
ged, saild the communique, will be re-
ferred to British treasury officials and
French experts, who were directed fo
confer this afternocon and submit &
report at eleven o'clock tomorrow
morning.

The conversation was concerned al-
most exclusively with the German
reparations and Germany's plea that
she will be unable to pay in full the
January and Febriury instalments. No

: official Information {s obtainable as

“No understanding having been ar-|yet as to the attitude of France and
rived at to replace the agreement of| Great Britain toward Germany's plea.
November , 1920, the Companies take
the position that they are free to take
such stens as they may consider advis-
able in their owfl interest, and notices As far as can be seen at present
have already been posted at the col.jthere is no prospect that a meeting
{leries of a reduction in wages, effec- of the Supreme Council will follow tia
tive Januwary 1, 1922; twentyfive per informal conversations between the
cent below the rates effective prior; Premiers, but, possibly, one outcome
to the increases given under the terms| Wil be an economic conferemce on
of the Montreal agreement.” the stabilization of Buropean ex

The Montreal agreement has govern- changes, to which German and Aus.
ed wage and working conditions be- trian representatives presumably
tween coal operators of Nova Scotia|would be invited. The belief is ex-
lundex’ the British Empire Steel Cor-|Pressed that Dr. Walter Rathenau, the
!poration and men employed in the German financial expert, may be call
mines, since November 8, 1920, It|ed in at the close of the present con
grew out of a Royal Commission re-| versations, but no communication has
,port on conditions in the Nova Scotia|as yet besn sent to him,

;coal industry, and, exelusive of num- M. Briand declared, today, that his
'erous recommendations fn connection|conversation with Mr, Lloyd George
with heusing, éte., the commission that|had been extremely cordial. The con-
wage increases. of one dollar a day|versation will continue In full detail
for.datal -men, and twenty per cent|tomorrow between the two Premiers.
for contract miners be granted; that! There also will be a meeting betwedf
a sliding scale of wage be provided;|Louis P. Lochuer, the French Minister
and that compulsory arbitration of dle-| of Liberated Reglons, and Sir Robert
putes should be agreed to. Finally, at| Horne, Chancellor of the Exchequer,
Montreal an agreement was drawn up| regarding reparatioms.

between the men and the mine
ovmers. under which the com-
|panies agreed to drop the sliding scale
and the miners modified their wage
;demands to an increase of cents
(per day for datal men, and 124, per
cent for contract workers, also retain.
ing the compulsory arbitration clause,
The agreement went into effect as
from November 1, 1920,

e

British Parliament
Prorogued To Jan. 31
Yesterday Afternoon

Economic Conference

——————y

Liberal Defeated
In North Oxford
By U. F. 0. Candidate

Result of By-Election Great
Surprise to Liberals Who
- Expected Victory.

Woodstock, Ont.,, Dec. 19—David M.
Ross, the Government candidate, de-
S———— feated his nearest opponent, W, W.

2 ’ Day, Liberal, by 1,303 majority in the
King George's Message Ex-|\iiiy oxtord provincial by-election to-
presses Pleasure at Adop- day. The result was a great surprise,
as it was expected that the poll in

tion of Anglo-Irish Treaty.|Woodstock, Tavistock and East Nis-
sourl, Mr. y’s home towmship, would
offset Ross’s big U~ F. O. vote in the
other municipalities. However Ross
carried every municipality in the rid-
ing with the exception of Woodstock
and Tavistock.

North Oxford has been Liberal in

George’ 1both provincial and federal electioms
i Tge's Message ProroRUINg g many years and today's return of

London, Dec. 19—The British Gow-
ernment was prorogued this afternoon
untfl January 31, despite a previous
announcement that both houses would
remain in session until the Dail Eire-
u‘thh-d acted on the Irish agreement.

“rhe situation has resched o state|parliament sald His Majesty had *
of deadlock and we are sesorting 0ceived with deep ut!lh’ml:n the as.|8 U. F. O. candidate is the first break
the Canadian Industrial Disputes’ In-|surance of your approval of the ar- in the long string of victories.
vestigation . Act vhlenms:‘u mﬂe ticles of the Irish agreement and of o
right to ¢all for a conc on -|your readiness to give effect t
We will make appiication to the Min: |provisions.” o 8| yendon, Ont., Dec. 19—The cigar

CIGAR FACTORY BURNS

T e

the boy crossing the street and Nad
Boy. made no effort to stop his vehiele
though it was claimed he could easily
have done so.

Montreal, Dec. 19~Armand Philippe,|] He pleaded not guilty and was re-
20, employed as chauffeur by Harper|manded for emnquete until Deo. 27.

.

REVOLUTION BREAKS IN PORTUGAL;
HOSPITALS CROWDED WITH WOUNDED

London, Dec. 19—A revolution has broken out in
Portugal, according to a despatch to the Daily Chron-
icle from Paris. It began with cannonading along the
Tagus river and severe casualties have 1esulted to both
sides in the controversy.

The hospitals are crowded with wourided and dying.

The despatch adds that Cunha Leal, who formed-a
temporary ministry last week, was attacked in the Car-
los barracks and he and his followers were' compelled
to beat a retreat. The fate of the-prémier is'not kiows.

ister of Labor to that effect.” Alluding te ratification of the I actory of William Ward and Sons, on
Mr. Baxter, and the other members |agreement by parliament in .;op::;:‘m‘ Strest, was this evening damas-
of the committee, left for Sydney, N.|the reply to the address from the ed by fire to the extent of about $30,-
8., tonight. Those on the committee | throne, the King said he prayed that 000.
representing the mlncrleeBre:“ Robert ;"IY;‘I! -cre‘omont will speedily accomp-
Baxter, W. P. Delaney, J. B. McLach-|lish complete reconciliation of the y
1an. Louls McCormick, Angus McPhee, [ple of Great Britain and Treland. ¥ }'?;::!: ‘&”?’:{51 l::"';:'?;;nm
lel‘l' J.i M.l'c K&QN%IID.J(::‘:EM":S responsible by a coroner's jury here
Dan Livingstone, representing the in- Ch‘“ﬂem Held ‘J‘I.‘L",I. n:{’bz:; %13‘.,"’0{‘1’75”';.&’3
ternational headqua s Mt::h‘; F M Avenue, Notre Dame De Grace, who
T Oy o0d T or anslaughter was fatally injured last Friday when
Boy M. Wlvik, the ® . . vmt—— he was struck by a motor truck drivén
P. Morrill, D. H. MacDougall, H I By PRImDe.
fc%‘ﬁcﬁemﬂﬁ J. 3. ;:‘r 1L,! Held Responsible by Coroner| Evidence heard todsy by the acces-
i s colm . W.
Fry and Wm. Grabam. B. McQuirk for Death of Ten Year Old ed was to the effect that ha had seem
was present at the conferemce-on be-
@alf of the Minister of Labor.
Company’s Statement
The tatives of the Company
also lssued & statement, reviewing the i
circumstances léading up to the pres
ent Conference in- Montreal at which
they submitted a draft form of con-
tract which they were severally will
ing to make with ‘the United Mine
Workers for a period ending Novem-
ber 30, 1922, providing for certain work
ing conditions and a rate of wages, 25
cent below the rates in effect
before the increase granted under the
agreement of November § 1920, usually
kuown ss the Montreal agreement.
The statement continues:
“in offering a contract, which in-
cluded a reduction in wages, the com-
panles expressed the hope and belief
that such s reduction was the only
course that would emable them to re-
gain for the sale of their coal the mar-
during the war, and was the
eompanies

saly course opes to fha




