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THE DECLARATION OF LONDON,

The announcement made by Mr. Asquith in the
British House of Commons this week that the Gov-
ernment will force through the ratification of the De-
claration of London, the international agreement govern-
ing prizes in naval wa must be re ded as final,
The British Prer ground that the declara
tion has been ap t Governmeut after the
fullest examination and that they regard it as a matter
of high palicy. He intimates in other words that the
Government would make the ratification a question of
confidence

Some light is thrown on this determined attitude
of the British Premier in the face of the strong pro
tests from Chan 5 of Commerce, shipowners, and
Admirals of the F in the explanation given by Sir
Edward Grey at the Imperial Conference He pointed
out that if the fused at this stage to agree to its
ratification, it would undermine the confidence which
other powers had in them, as a power prepared to for-
ward arbitration As 10 the me s of the agreement
Sir Edward contended that it was advantageous to
them and, from the géneral point of view of the set
tlement of disputes by impartial arbitration, withdrawal
would be really an incentive to other nations to go on

With international arrangements w ut them

While tt expl tion is satisfactory as far as it
goes, it by no means wers the main objection which
was raised by Mr. Fisher, on behalf of the Common
wealth of Australia, in the following resolution which
he submitted to the conference:
®  “That it is regretted that the dominions were not
®consulted prior to the acceptance by the British dele

8 of the terms of the Declaration of London; that

t not desirable that Great Britain should adopt
*the inclusion in ticle 34 of food stuffs in view of
“the f that so larg a part of the trade of the
“Empire is in those article th it is not desirs
hat Great Britain shou adopt provisions of ar

*ticles 48 to ¢ permitting the destruction of neatral
‘“Vessels

The inclusion of food stuffs to which the resolution
refers creates a fous situation The British mercan
tile marine approximates to nearly half the mercantile
tonnage of the world (aggregath about 000 ves
sels and about 13,500,000 tons), a some fourdifths of

the food supply of Great Britain
The total number of commerce-p
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The point in Mr, Fish tion raising objec
tion to the destruction of n shipping deals with
4 provision in the dec on which gives diseretion

the captain of a cruiser to sink at will

neuir

E al ship which he
he ehoos

may have captuved, provided

to consider

At to send her into port would
interfere with hi Another provision prae
leally probibits the transter of British shipping to any

ral flag within @ period of thirty tlays preceding the

operations,

Gutbreak of hostilities Another effect which results
the declaration at Germany or any
other Power with whom Gr n may be in con-

fliet: 1s at liberty te convert any of its merchant ships
into vessels of ‘war, after conflict has begun and without
any previous notification as to which vessels are to be

80 employed. In substance and effect this asserted
right constitutes the revival of privateering in a form
more fatal more insidious than was ever known

before,

BETWEEN TWO FIRES.

The strong opposition which has developed against
the Reciprocity Agreement with the United States has
for the moment withdrawn attention from the Govern-
ment's naval policy. But the dauger of defeat on this
J8sie 1s being thoroughly realized by Sir Wilfrid's
henchmen in the province of Quebec where a eampaign
eovering four hundred meetings within a few weeks is
now in progress the superintendence of Mr,
Lemieux,  Dr. Beland, Mr. Lanctot and others, In
Quebec Reciprocity is not being put forward as the
main issue at any of the meetings. It is evident, how-
ever, by the amount of time devoted to the navy ques-
tion that the situation is regarded as eritical.

. The smashing defeat administered to Sir Wilfrid
Laurier in Drummond-Arthabasea, where his naval policy
wag the supreme issue, gave evidence of hostility in
his own province which threatens dire disaster at a
general election. The Government looked for an easy
victory in a riding that was strongly Liberal, The
prugn&pf the French-Canadian premier, with the power
sof.a.Gavernment. behind him, was looked for 40 settls
once und for all the teachings and possible ambitions
of a Bourassa. But it was’the unexpected that hap-
Pihed and ‘the result has béen ‘o place Quebec in 8

“Rreater political uscertainty than has been
election since the Liberal party were re-
in 1896, .~ 2 : E R

under

The facts of Mr. FlelMing's administration cannot
‘Ibe regarded as anything but threatening. They show
Canada, in the matter of federal taxation, to be far

of

S jmove, but in plain terms it amounts to this; that he,

It is evident the discontent

und revolt in

one v . The

in Quebec is absolutely sate for Laurier today. With
Taft-Fielding pact in the other provinces, and the re-
volt in Quebee, the Government stands every prospect
of awnihilation between two fires.

THE RECORD OF 91011,

The revised statement of the revenue and expendi-
ture of Canada for the year 1910-11, ending with March
31 last, has been issued. The figures, as has been
anticipated, exceed anything in the record, both as re-
gards income and outlay. They speak for themselves.
The revenue which amounted to $117,780,409, came from
the following sources:—
Customs taxes ..
Excise taxes ,.

...... ceseriavannenssd 72,965,394
.......... essnsescansss 89,869,837

Total taxes ..
Post office
Public works and raillways .
Miscellaneous

10,818,834
«  7.979,301

Totkl vouivs R e L vre - §117,780,409

The rapid growth in the revenue is shown by the
fact that in 19012 it only amounted to $58,050,790. In
the ten years it has more than doubled. In this, how
ever, it has not kept pace with the outlays of the gov-

ernment, These, in 1901-2, amounted to $60,826,485.
Last year they were $121,609,416, made up as follo -
CONBONORIEA  TORA o ocovisirsrrsasissitsushs

Capital
Public works, railways, etc, .. .
Railway subsidie

Bountles ..

Total PReN

On the year's operations, therefore, the Government's
outlays exceeded its income by $3,729,007, and by this
sum, less some credits to capital account through book
keeping adjustments, etc, the net debt was increased
The net debt on March 31 last was $340,041,852. On
the same day in 1910 it was $336,268.646. \\'h"n the
Governmer came into power'in July, 1896, the net
debt 544,420,
Mr. Fielding's administration of the
the Montreal Gazette in commenting on
the statement, while the amount of taxes collected an
nuaily has grown from $2 3 ar to $89,835,28
and the total 18,686 to $11
giving him to spend more than three times as much as
|his predecessors had when they went out of power, he
d the amount of the uct debt by the great
sum of $81,644,420 He has planned outlays also that
it they are the lines of his estimates
*atly add to the total.
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more heavily burdened than is the United States, and

they show that the expenditure grows faster than the
population, and that the debt also increases at a rate
that is not justified by

the situation of the country or
the resuits achieved .

CANADA’S ALTERNATIVE,

(From the Hamilton Herald, Ind.)
If Canada is to be accorded the right to declare her-
{self free from all obligations imposed by Imperial treat-
and Imperial’ foreign policy whenever it suits her
purpose to do so, her right to pursue her own course
in matters of foreign policy, apart from the rest of the
Empire, is virtually conceded.

But suppose that, in pursuing her course for
the advancement of her own interests alone, and with
out thought or care for the interests of the other British

s, she gets into an international and is
ened with war; what then? Under such circum-
stances would a Canadian Government have the effront-
'ry and meanness to call upon the Imperial Government
jand the rest of the Empire to stand by Canada in her
danger?

S0

snarl

| If Canada claims the right to 80 her own way in
|ma rs of foreign policy, she ought to be willing to
{underta to rely solely upon herself to meet any danger
hat may come upon her the result of her inde-
pendent action. Not only should she be willing; she
ought to be prepared; and in order to be prepared, it
would be well to see about the acquirement of a real
{navy without delay.
|
|

as

il Current Comment

(The Pall Mall Gazette.)

Every clear thinker must perceive that a statesman
|who stands out from treaties desires to stand out from
ire-sponsimluies, and this means the reframing of the
’\\'hnlv position of the Dominion of Canada toward the
f\!m]u»r Country with regard to mutual defence. it Sir
| Wilfrid plays recusant on a vital matter like this, he
;[ll:l,\ certainly claim consistency with his Reciprocity

the senior Premier of the Conference, is abandoning the
obligations which his colleagues, even the youngest of
them, have acknowledged over and over again.

(Hamilton Herald.)

“Thanks to the attitude of the first minister of Can-
ada, all the imperialistic proposals have been abandoned
and the autonomy of the colonies has been affirmed
more explicitly than ever."—La Presse, Montreal,
Will Bir Wilfrid's chief claim to Canadian gratitude and
honor in the future be that he did more than any other
Canadian to smash imperialism? Evidently this French.
Canadian newspaper thinks so. But what about pub-
lic opinion in Ontario?

(London Free Press.)

Acting Premier Hughes, of Australis, says Sir Wil
frid Laurier's foreign treaty proposals are “entirely op-
posed to the Imperial idea,” and are “a direct negation
of Imperial principles.” These are strong words, com-
ing as they do from the lips of the acting head of an
important branch of the Empire,

(Toronto Mail and Empire.)
“We had better annex Canada,” says Senater Neélson,
of Minnesota. The remark is edited for the press of
this country by insertion of the ‘marginal note “half-
Jestingly.” It will be remembered that Champ Clark's
utterance 10" the same effect was annotated as “semi-
humorous,”

{New Bedford Standard.)
John Arthur Joh who rep: s the ch
heavyweight pugilist of the world, is attracting rather
more notice in England than is John Hays Hammond,
Who représents the United States of America. ~

is Quebec is
wide spread and not confirmed within the limits of
: ti us now In|
progress leaves no room for doubt that the Government
takes this view of the situation. Not a constituency

the persistent and steadily growing opposition to the|Our Lady of the

assel The programme, which
was brief, was excellently presented
and reflected great. credit om both
teachers and

the
words of praise and th
terms of congratulation,
The following diplomas, awards and
certificates were presented:
Stenography and typewriting—Jose-
phine Savage, St. John, N. B.; M
Lirette, St. Joseph, N, B.;
patrick, Moncton, N. B.; M
Carroll, Moncton, N. B.; Paula Ellis,
Muscatine, Jowa; Zephie Richard,
College Bridge, N. B.; Celina Cormier,
Dorchester, N. B; HEva Bergeron,
Campbellton, N, B.; Gertrude Cassidy,
Chatham, N. B.
Certificates awarded by the Royal
College of Music and the Royal Aca-
demy of Musie, London,» England:
Advanced grade--M. W, Lirette,
St. Joseph, N. B.
Higher division—Josephine Savage,
8t. John, N. B.
Lower divislon—Gertrude Cassidy,

d in
e Sisters In

Chatham, N. B.

Hlementary division — Zephie Ri-
chard, College Bridge, N. B.; Iva
Fitzpatrick, Moneto B.; Mary

O'Neill, Moncton, N, B.

American Penman awards for excel-
lence in penmanship Margaret Car-
roll, Moneton, N. B.; Paula Blis, Mus-
catine, Towa; Lena Bourgeols, College
Bridge, N. B.; * Sarah Lirette, St.
Joseph, N. B.; Mary O'Nelll, Moncton,
N. B.; Gertrude Cassidy, Chatham, N.
B.; Eugénie Gandet, Jaseph, N, B.;
Mary Pepin, 8t. John, N. B.: Zelma
Leger, St. Joseph. N. B.; Mifinie Du-
puis, College Bridge, N. B.; Ella Cham-
bers, Dorchester, N. B.; Celina Cor-
mier, Dorchester, N. B.; Anna O'Dea,
Brooklyn,

Programm
March de Concert
“'Tis Our Festal Day
Piano Solo, “Martha"
ot
Pilano duet—Migses E. Bergeron, M.
M. Lirette
Le Reveil de I'Exile—Chorus.
Piano duet—Misses M. M,
J. Savage,
Ave Maris Stella
God Save the King.

ss B. Siddale,
Chorus,
Miss C. Gan-

Lirette,

piis, At the close of
the nx‘erﬁholuﬁthar Roy and Father

R. Chestnut & Sons,
Fredericton.

1 o.amwa ' |
Maritime-Pitner Lighting Systems, St. John.

J. W. Montgomery,

GOVERNMENT 70 AID IN
AGRICULTURAL STUDY

Courses Being Arranged for
in Sussex Grammar School
~—Should Prove Advantage-
ous to Young Men.

(Sussex Record.)
Some time ago the school trustees
entered into negotiations with the
provincial deépartment of agriculture
with a view to having established
here in connection with the regular
school studies, a special course in
agriculture. Later a meeting was
beld at which Chiet Superintendent
Carter was present and the matter
was fully discussed: It was decided
at that meeting to continue the nego-
tiations with Hon. Dr. Landry and
this has resulted in an undertaking
on the part of the department to sup-
ply the Sussex Grammar School with
& competent teacher in agricultural
subjects. The local trustees will fur

nish all equipment, aud the ground
for the work and will assist as far

T
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Home-Made Bread

Buns and Rolls

Made with scrupulous care of
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YOUR GROCER HAS THEM
Made Ouly At
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a3 possible in forwarding the move-
ment, It is e¢xpected that the work
will be further developed in the near
future so as to include short courses
on various branches of agriculture,
The trustees have the question un-
der consideration and it ls expected
that work along the lines suggested
will be commenced after the holl-
days. (. W. McDougall will probab-
Iy give part of his time to the work
he experiment will be watched
with interest. There is no doubt in
the minds of business men that too
little attention has been given to
matters agricultural in the common
schools and there is no reason why
the opportunity for a grounding in
agricultural subjects should not at-
tract a number of students to the
Sussex school. It Is understood that
the educational authorities are work-
Ing with & view to having such work
done in the ordinary school but that
will be along somewhat different lines,
The start that is now being made
should lead to bigger things and the
commencement of work here will
mark an important epoc in the his-
tory of New Brunswick education.

CORONATION DAY
PROVED ENJOYABLE

Continued from page 2.

For a Few Weeks

Until the Bell Building is
completed, our friends will find

us at the Congregational
Church, nearly opposite our
old quarters, v

We will have ample accom-
modation, ~ Come and see us,

(CORDWATON BARNERS

ALL KINDS

St. John Sign Co.
EVERYTHING IN SIGNS.
bﬂ\g—! Pringess Street, St. John,

of Wedding Gifts in i
JEWELRY mo SILVERWARE |
Including

Wedding Rings

il Watches, Bracelets, Pendants,

|| came Thomas Mullet (‘m‘x’d_hv,rlek Pye
| in line was Wm. Peter, who represent-

ald drove a mowing machine,

Some Pretty Features.

In striking contrast to the stirring
features ahead of them was the next
float. It represented Queen Mab sur-
rounded by her fairy court. A dozen
little girls dressed as fairies and a
couple as marmaids made a very
dainty and charming picture, Miss
Wilking represented Queen Mab,

The Mikado himself, confortably,
though néne too safely, ensconced in a
jinricksha, next came in sight. The
Eastern potentate was represented by
H. J. Anderson and he was surround-
ed by the high officials of his court
and in gorgeous robes.
Another pretty feature was the float
with a band of tamborine girls, who
at intervals in the parade gave an ap-
priate drill and dance. This float was
arranged by D. A. Ramsay.
The Dafktown Fire Brigalle, which
came next, was one of the broad com-
edy effects produced by the club; The
blackened faces and weird costumes
conveyed an impression quite in'keep-
ing with" the quaint apparstus they
hauled along with them. A southern
cabin mounted on a float completed
their outfit. = Messrs. Miles Carrol,
Robert Crawford and R. E. March
were the organizers. Among those
who took part in thig feature were:
Miles Carroll, chief; J. E. March, dis-
trict chief; David Perry, Geo. Man-
nering, H. Brown, C. Cochran, Wm.
O’Brien, Charles Orr, E. Mackin, T.J.
Cain, Geo. Stewart, W, P, Martin, A,
Whelpley, A. Cook, F. Winters, Geo.
Baunister, A. Jenuing, B. Addison, W,
Burke and James Peters,
The next float entitled, Protect the
Flag, was patrictic in character and
aroused cheers at every place., Boys
dressed in military suits were the pro-
tectors of the national colots. R. Me:
Eachern wag the organizer of this fea-
ture,
On the Tally-Ho were Messrs. Gor-
don, Cromwell, Coggan and London.

Canadian Farmers.

In the big combination represent-|
ing a village were scenes illustrat-
ing in a humorous manner every
phase of activity relating to rural life;
and the various features .excited in-
terest and amusement from start to
finish. Wm. J, Crawford bad charge of
this part of the pi . After him

who had charge of 40 bushmen. Next

a teamster and Wm. Watson, who
had charge of a plough. Henry McDon-

Rings, Diamonds, Sunbursts,
Necklets, Bar Pins, Cuff Links, |

rf Pins, ete, Our Sliverware |
showing emb Cd Wide and
aried of Articles,
‘able 6

A

v
| T are.

. (Kingston Standard.)

“that @' Lautiér majorityof

b Geo
| Stepheuson, Harold Scott, Wm. M

and A,
E. McInning, a raking macl L

Kinley agd James Traveérs represent-

n | €on, created much merriment.
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o
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churn, Percy Freeze, Thomas Stack,
Geo, Freeze and Chas. Paddock, as
country musicians,

Silas Freeze drove the float which
was buflt on a team owned by the
Christie  Woodworking Co. Newt
came the Village Blacksmith float, on
which were Andy Hick, Frank Kelly.
Wm. E. Ross posed as the village
sheriff, and Roland Lobb as the dea-
Albert
Crawford, Fred Hunters aud others
represented sweethearts out for ga
drive. The whole' feature was well
thought out, and reflects much credit
on W. J. Crawford.

The Boy Scouts,

‘ulloul .‘.&‘M‘i‘n‘ out as a body

lo the various patrols, assembled at
the starting place and were given a
position in the line. Their neat uni-
forms and the scouting equipment
which they carried aroused the inter«
est of the spectators all along the

route,
The Prize Winners.

Mayor Frink, Ald. Jones and Col,
Sturdee, who acted as judges, decided
that the Zulus were entitled to the
first prize; the Darktown Fire Bri-
gade to second, and the Village Black-
smith, and the Village Kitchén to
third. The judges decided that
Queen Mab and her fairies and the
Tamborine 18 deserved
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