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THE WARRING ELEMENTS.

e

The Colonist still affects to regard as
fairy tales the dccounts which have
been published in every paper in the pro-
vince of any note save one of the split
in the government party. Its readers
are virtually told that there is no truth
in the stories. Amnd yet our contempor-
ary classes itself in the list of news
papers. It published the motion of one
of the members for Victoria expressing
want of confidence in the government,
On the request of the administration
that motion was allowed to stand over
in the hope that”an amicable arrange-
ment might be arrived at. These acts
have been published., Do they indicate
that sweet harmony prevails in the gov-
ernment ranks? There was no steno-
graphie report of the proceedings in
caucus taken. But it is as well known
as if every word had been taken down
that there were hot time§ there, and
that the language of the Premier, who
only under what he believes to be the
strongest provocation rises i1 debale,
was the reverse of temperate.

There are membets of the government
party who maintain that Mr. Helmcken
aims at the Premiership. We find it
stated in a special dispatch from Vie-

found in possession of the Coast-Koote-
nay road and running 1t on terms a
trifle less stringent than those at first
proposed by the government. The rea-
sons for these things can only be guess-
ed at, but if they do not appear on the
surface they are not buried so deep as
to be “out of sight.”

REPRESENTATION IN LONDON.

In some circles there is a practically
unanimous opinion that British Colum-
bia should be.more fittingly represented
in London. The represedtatire must be
provided with a salary sufficiently ample
to maintain the dignity of his position
and to fully sustain the reputation of the
province as a land of great wealth. The
chief of the other provinces of Canada
manage to struggle along fairly well and
to add satisfactorily to their population
without any such ornamental appendage.
There is the Canadian High Commis-
| sioner, whom we in British Columbia
contribute more than our share, accord-
ing to-the contention of the local govern-
ment, to maintain in dignity and afflu-
ence. If there be any special work neces-
sary in the interests of British Columbia,
such as the direction of capital to a pro-
fitable field of investment or of settlers
to a land which should be flowing with

toria to the Nelson Tribune, that on
Thursday Mr. Helmcken “did mot call
up his want of confidence resolutions,
and he is not leader of the government
to-night. It is claimed he and Mec-
Phillips and Garden and Tatlow and
Murphy have been secretly scheming for
some time to encompass the downfall of
the government, and the announcement
of the governm=nt's railway policy was
to be the opportune time. When that
poliey was annoanced th> opposition
considered it in caucus, and a row was
the result. Smith Curtis, of Rossland,
and E. C. Smith, of East Kootenay,
opposed the policy, and the others are
said to have favored it. This became
known, and the Helmcken crowd thought
it best to lie low for a time in order

to remain in full fellowship with the
This is very distasteful |

government.,
to the stalwarts, who do not bolieve it!
is good policy to keep within the party
men who are ready to knife it at the first
opportunity.”

After quoting the Helmcken resolution
and stating tha demands which have
been made upon the government by the
members who are in favor of a competi-
tive line, the Tribune says the “members
who favor this policy are: Helmcken,
McPhillips, Murphy, Curtis, Garden,
Tatlow, Smith (East Kootenay) and
Hayward. The members who do not
favor any material change in the bill
are: Dunsmuir, Bberts, McBride, A. W.
Smith, Ellison, Clifford, Mounce, Dickle,
Hunter, Green, Fulton, Houston and
Taylor. The following are also report-
ed as being in favor of the bhill: Martin,
Brown, Gilmour, Stables and MecInnes.
The following are inclined to make con-
cess’ons to the Helmcken crowd: Turner,
Rogers, Prentice, Hall and Wells.
Pooley is sick, Booth is spcaker, and
the following, who comprise the balance
of the House, do not appear to be will-
ing to express their views: Kidd, Mun-
roe, Oliver, Hawthornthwaite and Neill
What chartermongers could not accom-
plish alone will be accomplished through
party intrigue, and a Dbill that is legis-
lation in the right direction will be
emasculated in order to hold in line a
half dozen men who are“ambitious to
be cabinet ministers.”

It will be noticed that in dealing with
what took place in the government
caucus the correspondent (who was un-
doubtedly Mr. Houston, the proprietor of
the Tribune) speaks as one with author-
ity and who knows what he is writ-
ing about. As to the position of the
government members and the conspir-
ators there is no doubt whatever; all else
is conjecture. We print these thirgs to
show that the Times in publishing the
news of political turmoil gave the peo-
ple facts, and also, with the assistance
of this candid member of the govern-
ment party, to throw some light on the
condition of affairs at the present time.
Mr. Houston evidently favors the cast-
ing forth of his rebellious colleagues,
and is said to have the support of the
Premier and some others 1n his posi-
tion. The government, if this course
were followed, would be outvoled in the
House unless it drew some support from
the opposition. That is the exact state
of affairs that certain schemers have
been endeavoring and looking for an
opportunity to bring about for some
time. Confidence is gone, and without
it there can be no stability. Therefore
we say that the government is face to
face with a crisis.

Not many of the constituents of the
protesting members will believe them
guilty of treachery, In the majority of
cases their record shows that they have
been only too faithful. It is a serious
step to break with political allies of
many years’ standing. It is more rea-
sonable to assume that these gentlemen
are striving to do their dnty by their
constituents, whose desires in this mat-
ter are well known. From the person-
nel of the supporters of the poliey of
the government it is perfectly clear that
the aim is to either prevent the con-
struction of the Coast-Kootenay road for
a time or to hand the work over to the
C. P. R. The government sees now that
it cannot afford to permit the threatened
break in its ranks. All sorts of subter-
fuges will be resorted to to satisfy and
secure the support of the dissenters. It
would not be surprising to hear that a
new company has entered the field and
is applying for permission to build. But,
whatever happens, in the end the Can-
adian Paeific Railway Company will be

milk and honey but isn’t, we think it

| eould be done very satisfactorily in con- '

| nection with the London office of the
'} Dominion.
| politicians whose case must necessarily
! be considered. There was one whose
| glory had so far departed that he could

| not obtain a constituency, and as a job
could not be provided for him with the

against their will and despite their dis-
-approbation. -The situation with regard
to the man who hopes that he is about
to deliver his last budget speech is mot
exactly on parallel lines to that of Mr.
Forbes Vernon. Mr. Turner is highly
esteemed in his own constituency and it
would be exceedingly difficult to select
a candidate who could defeat him. But
in the greater part of the province he
shares the unsavory reputation which
the various governments with- which he
was connected earned for
The leader of the government is virtu-
ally under bonds to get rid of him, and
in a sumptuoas London office the present
Finance Minister will have a secure re-

yet. There is not a man in British Co-
lumbia who could retain the constituency
for the government in the present frame
of mind of the electorate.

THE POLICY OF MR. EBERTS.

construction of railways introduced by
the Attorney-General recites the elaim

Dominion. The Government has
than once intimated that its policy

of the Dominion and the province
essential to the speedy construction of
at least one of the
namely, the Coast-Kootenay ' Railway.
Under these circumstances it is' plain

siring to carry out the plainly expressed

railway will impose no conditions in

province which the Deominion Govern-

bers c¢f the Legislature, and probably
the desire also of the majority of the
mempbers of the Government. 4
When, however, we look at the actual
provisions contained in the body of the
bill drawn by Mr. Eberts, it becomes
plain that the draftsman of this bill has
determined that so far as he can effect
his purpose there shall be no Dominion
assistance to the Coast-Kooteray Rail-
way. In other words, that the construc-

delayed,

It is necessary to refer to only two
provisions, namely, the condition impos-
ing a charge of four per cent. on the
gross earnings in prierity over all other

the subsidised railways shall be sub-
jected to compulsory purchase by the
province at any time at an arbitrated
valuation.

The provisions, as their framer must
know, are directly and expressly repug-
nant to the Dominion railway law, and
no railway company subject to the ex-
clusive jurisdiction of the Dominion
lI’nrlimnent could legally comply with
them.

Dominion Parliament is only to grant
aid to railways when such railways have
been declared to be for the general ad-
vantage of Canada and hzave thereby,

Law of Canada. This is the policy mnot
of any particular government or party,
but the settled policy of the Parliament
of Canada, which is never departed from.
It is therefore obvious that no failway
company accepting aid from the Provin-
cial Government on the Attorney-Gen-
eral’s terms can entertain the smallest
hope of assistance from the Parliament
of Canada.

While the ostensible policy of the Gov-
ernment is the co-operation ¢f the Do-
minion and the province with a view
to aid the railways which the people
of this province unanimously demand,
the real policy put forward in Mr.

But then there are derelict |

consent of the people he was given one ;

themselves.

treat from the trials and tribulations of :
an ungrateful political world. But Mr. '
Turner’'s London season has not opened

The bill authorising the loam for the

of the province to supplementary assist-;
ance for this class of works from the!
more |
is |
based upon the expectation of such as- |
sistance, and indeed it is quite well un- |
derstood that the financial co-operation !
is

subsidised =works, |

that a Government and Legislature de-
wish of the people with regard to this |

respect of the aid to be granted by the |

charges, and the condition uuder which !

The legislature and the public must |
not forget that the settled policy of the

under the provisions of the B. N. A. Act, !
become subject to the General Railway |

Eberts’s bill is that the Government
shall say to any railway desiring to take
advantage of the offer of tha province:
“If you accept aid from us you must

be prepared to carry out the work with- |

cut assistance from the Dominion.” In
other words, Mr. Eberts’s policy is that
| the construction of the Coast-Kootenay
1R:Lil\\'ny shall be indefinitely delayed.
': The C. P. R. will gain what the people
Jose by this delay. 'The people will
await with interest to see who is for
them and who'is for the C. P. R.
Perhaps Mr, Eberts hopes that he will
be able to protect himself from public
odium by arousing a controversy be-
tween the Dominion and the province on

this subject, and he may expect in this |

assistance from others who are not
members of the Government.

people of British Columbia will not have
the Coast-IKootenay Railway sacrificed

to the advantage of Mr. Eberts, or to !

the ambition or necessity of any poli-
: tician.

MR. TURNER,

In the slashing, aggressive form of po-

: litical warfare common under constitu- |

tional government it is seldom

that the gentler emotions find an oppor- |

tunity to exercise themselves. The al-
lvsion of the Hon, J. H. Turner yester-

| {hirteenth financial statement to his con-
! templated withdrawal from the public
life of a province with which he has so
long been associated was received by the
members on both sides of the House in
i 2 manner which was a singular tribute
| to the personality of the speaker. When
the Finance Minister referred to the
‘ great changes he had beheld ia this coun-
try to which his life’s work has been de-
! Cicated and to the disappearance of the
' old familiar faces, political associates and

oppponents, the House gave visible evi- |

dence that it shared in the emotions and
sympathised with the feelings of the
! veteran,
hold within walls which are familiar with
' denunciation and invective; but we do
! not know that it dorogated one whit
i from the dignity which is supposed to sit
: upon the shoulders of our legislators to
let the world see that they cre not im-
! pervious te the natural emotions.
though a jourmal® that has
ably been somewhat severe in
its criticisms of some the pub-
lic acts of the administrations with
| which Mr. Turner has been connected,
| the Times feels that it, too, must pay
its tribute to the kindhearted, courteous
man’ who has so long been associated
% with the public life of the province whose
:. interests we have all been striving to the
i ‘best of our ability to advance, however
! great the divergence of our opinions as
| to methods. We cannot pay a greater
compliment. to the homor and integrity
of Mr. Turner than by repeating the
words we used yesterday when it was re-

prob-

ity of the criticism with which he has
been assailed there is probably not a man
in the province who could oveicome him
in his own constituency of Victoria, We
helieye the regret will be general that
circumstances have so ordered it that the
 autumn days of the retiring minister can-
not be spent in the city which no pro-
perly constituted member of the human

i in without becoming deeply attached to.

THE BUDGET DEBATE,

ment will not be in a position to ac-|
cept; and we have no doubt that such |
is the desire of the majority of the mem- |

We are a peculiar people in British
| Columbia, and some of the institutions
E we have set up share our peculiarities.
It is the common custom in self-governing
1 countries under the British flag for the
' representatives of the people to divide
i themselves into factions or parties., Or-
dinarily the principles for which these
! parties stand permit of the representa-
| tives joining their forces under two lead-
ers, the Crown or he who represents it

| calling upon the head of the stronger fac-

tion of that railway shall be indefinitely | {jon to take the responsibility of forming |

a government to conduct the business of
the country, In some instances of course
there are third or fourth parties, but ex.
cept iz the case of the Irish faction in
the Imperia! House, the offshoots from
i the main bodies have generally been very
weak numerically, By common consent
it has become the function of the stronger
party to govern and of the weaker to
criticise and denounce,

We have a body in the British Colum-
bia Legislature which is alleged to be &n
i opposition, but it is a curious fact that,
with the exception of the speech of Mr.
Smith Curtis, the severest ecriticism of
ike budget has come from the ranks of
the‘government party. At Westminster
and in Ottawa tke budget debate, unl.:ss
vnder very exceptional circumstances, is
the event of the session. In British Col-
umbia a legislature which devoted weeks
to the discussion of dull generalities at
| the opening of the House disposed of the
statement of the Finance Minister in less
than a day and vassed the supply bill in
a few hours. This implies either that we
sre endowed with an extraordinary gov-
«rnment or a remarkable opposition. The
criticism of the financial authority to the
left of Mr, Speaker was somewhat after
the pattern of a eulogy and the leader of
the opposition was not heard from at all,

This country is rich in surprises as
well as in all other things that the heart
of man can desire, Probably there are
still greater political revelations or revo-
lutions in store for us before the end of
this first year of the century. 'The Pre-
mier is a man of might and of power,

But the |
game is altogether too transparent. The ;

day when drawing to the close of his'

It was a strange scene to be-

Al

marked that notwithstanding the sever- |

family could live for even a few years |

He may be about to put the House and
2ll that it contains in a sack, shake them
i Op and turn out a new government and
| opposition party. Then all the people
will fall down and do obeisance to the
' cabinet and party the Premicr hath cre-

ated—perhaps.

|
% THE ALL-CANADIAN LINE,
|

The Conservative party, for some in-
comprahensible reason, seems still to be
opposed to the construction of an all-
 Canadian line into the Yukon country.
i Its leaders in the House of Commons and
the Senate have reiterated their opinion
l that they saved the country a great deal
! of money when they killed the original
! Mackenzie & Mann scheme, and that the
White Pass & Yukon Railway is suffi-
. Cent for all purposes, present or pro-
| epective, Sir Mackenzie Bowell seems to
1‘ glory in the astuteness with which he
’ credits himself in killing a measure

which would not only have been of great

benafit to Carada generally, but would
have prevented British Columibia from
| being handicapped in the matter of water
transportation and would have saved us
the bonus which we shall now be com-
pelled te pay to secure the construction
of a work which is necessary to onr
! securing all the business which should
be ours by right. The line t> Kitimaat
would have been completed long ago, and
f in a measure would have compensated us
for the mistake which was made in grant-
ing a charter for the construction of the

White Pass & Yukon Railway until the

Alaska boundary had been authoritative-

lv delimited and Canada had secured
' her rights, The building of ihe railway

resulted in the foundation of cities in dis-

puted territory under the American flag.
| The United States therefore commands
' the entrance to this most important ter-
ritory, and it will be a miracle if it ever
gives it up. American statesmcen have a
strong aversion to the boundary question
being touched at all. They prefer to let
it remain as it is.. They receive with ill
graee every reference to it by the British
government, and if they are at last com-
pelled to yield to our reasonable demandas
it will only be on such conditions as they
; have insisted -on from the first—that the
i procecdings shall not affect any territory
; ut present in their possession., So that
i we have overything to lose and nothing

to gain by submitting our case to arbitra-

tion. The responsibility for this state of

1
|

affairs to a large extent rests upon thef

| Conservative party, and we must admit
that its leaders—with the exception of
¥ir Mackenzie Bowell, who is appareutly

| affiicted with an hallucination that he is2

infallible—seem now to feel their respon-

sibility and realise the mistake they have
. made.
i

GAME LAWS AGAIN.

i =
? We hope it is the intention of the gav-
| ernment to do something about the game

| laws before the House prorogues, Illegal

fishing and shooting are going on all the
! time, the provinecial authorities apparent-
i Iy being quite impotent in the matter,
! As Captain ‘Wolley pointed out in the

letter which was published in the Times
f yesterday, game fish are being taken in
| rivers with nets, He furnished proof of
?Lis statement by sending one of the
i snares found in the Chemainus river to
this office. From; the experience of other
| countries which are now striving to re-
| stock waters and woods we know that
this sort of thing cannot be continued for
many years without virtual extermina-
tion of all living things of value, Then
: we shall appreciate their worth and be at
| £reat expense to restore conditions which

should- never have been allowed to de-
!‘ part. The farmers are in favor of pre-
‘ servation. They are on the ground and
. know. the result to which the present
| state of affairs is tending. All who Je-

light in the chase and possess the spirit
i ¢f true sportsmen are of the same opin-
i fon. All they ask for is a short and
| #imple law on the lines laid down

by
i Captain Wolley, and provision for its
| ¢tnforcement, The latter feature should
| Le the vital point in any game law. Many
| contend that the present law would be
all right if it were enforced. Some mys-
terious power seems to be holding the
authorities back and preventing them
from doing their duty. Let the Attor-
rey-General look into this question and
he will find tkhe facts to be as we have
stated. Lack of time should not be urged
{8 av excuse, for the House could dis-
pose of the whole matter in an hour or
two,

Chinese are being introduced as do-
mestic servants in Eastern Canada and
are reported to be giving unbounded
fatisfaction. May the exodus from
British Columbia continue and the Mon-
golians invade all lines of industry until
the real meaning of Chines> immigration
is brought home to the sceptics of Can-
ada. A few isolated specimens of the
1ace look quite pigturesque and appeal
to the imagination. When they come in
hordes the glamor is swept away.

* %

The Liberal party has always upheld
the right of the provinces to deal with
all matters within their jurisdiction un-
der the provisions of the B. N. A. Act.
There was never much doubi about
Manitoba being given the opportunity to
solve her tramsportation problems im the
manner which seemed best frcm her own
point of view,
ce Carter’s Little Liver Pills
for sick headache, billousness or coustipa-
1ion, you will never be without them They

are purely vegetable, small aud easy to
1ake., Don't forget this. b

If you on

“ete., ete.

The Budget |
__Speech’

Hon. Mr. Turnér Delivered His
Farewell One to the Legis- |
lature Yesterday. }

! This

Curtis—Mr. J. C. Brown’s
Comments.

Vietoria, April 20th, 1901.

The thirteenth and probably the last
budget speech to be delivered by Hon.
John Turner in this province was that
given this afternoon. The speech itself
was brief and devoid of any particular
feature of interest excepting its some-
what pathetic conclusion, when, with
evidences of deep emotion, the Finance
Minister formally took leave of public
life in this province. Some time ago the
Times announced that Hon. Mr. Turner
would embrace the oppertunity the bud-
get afforded of bidding farewell to the
House to assume the agent-generalship
in London. Although he did not men-
tion to what post he would retire, his
translation to the London office was im-
plied. Several times he was. compelled
to stop in his remarks, so deeply was he
moved by the painful announcement.

Mr. Curtis made a vigorous attack on
the government policy when opportunity
offered, although the financial. spokes-
man for the opposition, Mr. Brown, was
in a complimentary rather than a
critical mood,

AFTERNOON 'SESSION.
Prayers were read by Rev. Mr. Sweet.
Privilege.

Mr. Curtis, rising to a question of priv-
ilege, read an extract from an editorial
in the Vancouver Province of April 25th,
in which his position was misrepresent-
ed. He was proceeding to state in what
respects the editorial- misrepresented him
and had stated that he had never dis-
sented with the policy as laid down by
the Martin goverament, when the Speak-
er, on the point being raised by Hon. Mr,
Turner, observed that the matter before
them was no privilege.

Mr. Curtis replied that the article mis-
represented him and accused him of be-
traying principle.

The Speaker again ruled him out of
order.

Mr. Cartis—I have risen to a question
of privilege, but I know I have no priv-
ilege in this House. If you say I have
no right to speak, I will sit down and
will give the statement to the press. It's
a good thing there’s a press in this coun-
try.

Mr. Martin said it was easy to see how
outrageous it would be if Mr. Curtis
were allowed to discuss such a matter
on privilege. If a newspaper had mis-
represented him he could deny it. But
if he spoke on privilege it might involve
his (Mr. Martin’s) position, and he would
have no reply. He was glad that there
was no such practice in the House, !

Mr. Curtis said he had brought it up
a few days previously in another form
so that every member of the House

i might discuss it, but had even then been

ruled out of order.
The Budget,
Mr. Turner then moved that the House |

. proceed to the orders of the day, and on

rising to deliver the budget speech was
loudly applauded. He said:

“Mr. Speaker: In proposing the motion
for going into comm'ttee of supply I
shall briefly discuss the public accounts
up to 30th June last. The estimates of
revenue and expenditure for that year
were not made by the present govern- |
ment, thecugh one of our provincial news- |
papers has made a sirgular though per- |
haps excusable mistake of blaming the
present government for the inaccuracies
in those accounts. The paper I refer to
is the Vancouver World, in its issue of
22nd February last it says:

“‘It is very easy to see by the ac-
counts presented to the legislature that
last year was one of elections, the ex-
penditure und@f -<the” head of public
works largely exceeded the estimates.
It will be remembered that after the
Dunsmuir government got into power
it authorized the construction of a good
deal of public works in mining and other
districts where it was not quite sure of
the support of the members, The result
is seen in the figures before us. The
estimates for the fiscal year ended 30th
June last contained the item, works and
buildings, $49,050, the actual sum spent
was $108,055, or more than 100 per
cent. excess. FKor roads, streets and
bridges $268,550 was placed on the es-
timates, while the amount expended was
$323,328, etc., ete. There was no less
than $55,029 spent in the districts on
roads, streets and bridges without the
sanction of the legislature. Needless to
say Vancouver got very little of this,
On the other side the estim-
ates were away off; free miners’ cer-
tificates and mining receipts were be-
low the estimates, while owing to the
energetic action of the predecessors of
the present government timber royalty
collected made a respectable sum. From
the mineral tax the government expected
to get $60,000. As a matter of fact only
$31,000 as realized. From Chinese re-
striction the government would have
thankfully received $25,000, but the
Mongolians like the present government,
so British Columbia’s share was $53,-
000. The printing office remains but a
small producer, it having given $15,000
into the treasury, while the government
expected at least $20,000. ' The office
cost the province $31,000, or twice what
was turned into the coffers.’

“As to the printing office complained
of, a bindery has been added.

The cost of the plant and material
was
sesee 2,158 12

$6,218 23
Less plant on hand .............. 3,159 80

$3,058 53

Work turned out at bindery ...... 8,369 48

“In addition to this the vote formerly

made for Journals and statutes binding
has been struck out.

“But, Mr. Speaker, I need quote from

| the province will collect this tax in the
| cities.

| tion tax is based on arrangements with
{ the Dominion government,

| more than the expenditure for the pre-

the World no further. It will be seen '
that it revives the old cry of the party
that was in power up to 1898; but in this
instance, at any rate, barks up the
wrong tree, the estimates ‘it criticizes
and all the expenditure thereunder hav-
ing been made by the former government
and not by the Dunsmuir government. |
criticism is, however, I think,
about sufficient respecting the accounts
for that period. I shall only further
call, attention to the fact that the esti-
mates of expenditure presented to the
House by my predecessor was $1,769,-
673, while the actual amount expended
was $1,948,412 or $178,339 more than |
was authorized by vote, and that did not '
pay all, for it has been found that con- ;
siderable further liabilities were in-
curred that had to be paid by the pre- |
sent government. The revenue for the
same time was estimated at $1,549,989
the actual receipts being $1,544,108, |
showing an apparently fair estimate, but |
in reality this nearness arose by a fluke, |
as the estimates of the various sources |
of revenue were far out. Taxes did not |
produce the sum estimated by $70,000;
but timber royalty and mining receipts
came to the rescue, producing far more
than the estimates. The total result,
however, was that the expenditure for
the year was $403,304 in excess of the
revenue. This is worthy of considera-
tion, the large increase to the debt hav-
ing been made by the party that at all
times and in all places had denounced
the present government party for ex-
pending extravagantly; but the most
striking thing in connection with this
expenditure is that so little of it was
for public works. The amount for all
public works, roads, streets, etec.,. was
only $444,750, while the amount for pub-
lie works, ete., in 1898 made by the
party now again in .power was over
$800,000 under the estimates presented
to the House by myself. 'While, too, the
amount in 1897 was $570,000. It is evi-
dent from this that the party now repre-
sented by the opposition is not se much
impressed with the importance of de-
veloping the province by public works
as is the present government. This is
shown by the estimates made by the lat-
ter for the current year to June 30th
next, in which the public works vote
amounts to $677,000, indicating the de-
termination of the government to carry
out the old policy of developing the re-
sources of the province which has been
tested and proved by results to be suec-
cesful.

“Now, turning to the accounts for the
present or current year, the estimates
of receipts to June 30th next is $1,757,-
239, and the expenditure for the same
period is $2,351,371. These are likely
to be very closely approximated, as is
evidenced by the accounts for the half
year to the 31st December last, as the
greater part of expenditure is made in
that half, while most of the revenue
comes in during the last half of the
year.

“But the matter we are most inter-
ested in to-day is the budget for the
coming year, commencing the 1st of
July next. Turning to the estimates we
see that revenue is put down at $2,140,-
751, - an increase over the present year
of $383,512, arising chiefly under the fol-
lowing heads:

Per capita grant esticated on a
population of 150,000 at 80 cents
per head, increase

Land sales and collection of :irrom‘s,
increase . 35,000

Timber leases, increase .. 36,000

Revenuve tax, increase 50,000

Mineral tax, inerease ............... 15,000

“The increase in the revenue tax arises
from the change in the act by which

$41,462

“The other increases are of small
amounts and eall for no comment. There
are, however, two other heads showing
large increases, namely, succession duty,
$75,000; and Chinese restriction, $100,-
000. A considerable part of the former,
we have reason to believe, will be paid
early in July; but the Chinese restric-

and should
the province succeed in obtaining what
is, I think, its fair claim, this amount
may be further increased. On the other
hand, if we do not succeed it may not
realize the full estimate.

“Now, going to the expenditure side
of the estimates, we find the amount
estimated to be $2,475,335, or $256,867

sent year. Of this $38,650 is under the
head of public debt for increased in-
terest. Under civil government salaries
the increase is $29.3%5. Of this $7,360
arises principally from small additions
to salaries of officials who have been
long in the service. The balance is in
connection with new offices that have be-
come necessary in the Boundary country,
in Nelson, in Atlin and for two boiler im-
spectors, Public institutions, including
the insane asylum and provincial home,
show an increase of $G,880, though there
is an actual decrease for the lunatic asy-
lum owitg to a revision of the manage-
ment.

“Hospitals and charities are put down
for $17,000, showing that gradually the
wants of sufferers in all parts of the
province are being provided for. Un-
der education there is an increase of
$42567. Against this, however, is to
be placed the revenue tax from the
cities after the 1st of January next.

“The other lines of expenditure are
approximately the same as for the pre-
sent year except certain increases for
the aid of agriculture. The principal
increase, however, for the year is under
the head of public works, for which
$804,641 is provided. This is about
$140,000 over the present year, and
more than double the vote passed by the
late government for last year.

“The whole shows an estimated ex-
penditure of $334,584 over the revenue.

“This brings me to the point at which
I propose to consider our financial posi-
ticn at the present time, and up to June,
1902, after these large expenditures have
keen made.

“This government practically took over
the accounts on 30th June last. At that
date all the loan raised in 1899 had
been expended, and when we really as-
sumed ‘office there were really no funds,
several considerable amounts incurred
previous to that date having had to be
paid from the revenue of the present
year.

“I will not criticise at length the policy
of my predecessor in issuing only half
the loan he was authorized to do in 1899.
I consider, however, that policy wrong.
Our credit then was good and money
cheap. Our 3 per cent. during the year

i tish

| Bank of England rate in 18
| per cent., is now 414

_()nl_\' part, however, was issued
it would be difticult to get :;;) f
remainder. The result of 1_1“-1. the
l_lmt on 30th June next we shall )“.8
Il:l_hility to the bank of nprn.\im-n,mc'
million dellars, and by 30th Jm‘-AIy :
a million and a half, ' oy,
“We have now a loan act betop,
House which provides about g \.'t'he
for public works, and there is m“lmlhqu
\l_mlﬂ' former acts for about m.ulhl.w
ilon, but as I have already .
bresent is a most llllfz\\'wl';l‘]nlw time
an Issue owing to the condition e
money market. This is clear]y show,
the fact that British consols “-1“.2 \-'y
1899 were 112 and now 6, \\'].11\: -
Columbia 3 per cent., wicy B.n-
up to 103 is now only 90 o m‘ }}ns

angd Now

Wop
: Ini.
hinteq the
for
of the

g ’:l]m\l[:
Ay and has reeens
been 5 per cent., and may :,:::mr'::m]y
Under these conditions it \\nuh]J !lll'
tainly prejudice the credit of the 1,1,”‘.;(1”.
to go into the public market for a ]:I.K',e
It devolves on the government, Lh“"
fore, to make arrangements yith a (-I:.r&
tered bank for an overdraft Pending x;
plying for a loan., This will place aﬁ"
government in the favorable pu.\iti(m‘(:
being able to issue whenever 4 2ood ¢
portunity offers, thus renioving tpe ,1:;;
culty of being forced to issu. gt a don
tain date whether the muarket is fay ]
able or the reverse. b
“In view of the fact that in ¢
lic interest it is absolutely nece
aevelop the province by public work
and that then ecan only bhe carried U:E
efficiently at present but by borrowiy
t the lowest rate possible, it is imp!;\'t'f
ant to consider the actual finaneig] abilit
of the province to undertake sych ]Uﬂi
“In 1893 the revenue was $1,0197
snd was sufficient after paying a| g
running requirements to provide §113.
§97 for public works, I refer to 15334'3
that was.the last year under the
permitting sale of land in any quaptity
after that year this'rule wos practiaily
stopped.  In 1894-5 and G the reyepy
fell off so considerably that there was
rnothing for publie works, In 18967 it
began to increase and gave a margiy for
public works of $248,000. In 1808 thew
wes margin of $101,816. In 180,
$157,779; in 1900, $41,446. For the cur-
tent year there is a margin of $20500
end for next year at least $470,000, This
demonstrates that the revenue hag now
arrived at the point of providing all ru.
ning expenses, paying the administration
of justice large grants to hospitals and
charities, assistance to agriculture and
devote a very large sum to education,
tnd yet leave half a milion for publie
works. If we examine this expenditure
in public works ecarefully it will be seen
that the showing is really better than
what I have just stated, It is, I think,
well known in the Dominion and I believe
in some of the provinces, anid certainly
in some colonies besides the Dominion,
tLe expenditure for public works is divid-
ed. All new buildings and roads ae
charged to capital account and mt
charged as we do, against the revenue of
the year, and only re
tenance are debited agains venue, the
rew works being provided for by capital
or loans, Precisely the same method is
followed by mercantile firms or compan
i If a mercantile concern erects s

he pub-
ssary fy

old law

1es,
building for the aecommodation or af
to its business the cost of this is mt
charged against the busi of th
year but against capital, aud the
building is valued at stock taking as a2
asset, Adopting this plan in our provir
cial accounts we find that of the total
for public works expenditure $804,600
in the estimates now before us $431,700
is for new works, deducting this leaves
the total expenditure of the year tole
paid from revenue including maintenane
of roads, trails buildings or $2 (40,635«
nearly $100,000 less than the revenuefr
the same period. In this connection iti
only fair that in our estimate we shodl
consider the public works as assets. T#
lands and works department have kindf
prepared me a list and valuation of thé
assets taken at the most reasouslt
rates, they are as follows:

“Total approximate mileage of il
roads in the province of British Columr
bia built and maintained by the gover®
ment of British Columbia, 5,616 mils
ditto, trails, 4,415 miles; approximat
value of roads, $6,000,000; approximitt
value of trails, $600,000; approximt
number of buildings throughout the pr
vince owned by the government, 350; 8
proximate value of the same, $2,1021T
approximate value of government build
ings, Victoria, $1,000,000; total valty
$9,702,170.

“Then in our balance sheet we haved
asset of $383,021 owing to the provie®
by the Dominion, there are also the®
cnrities under the dyking debentures
the sivking funds lying in London, where
ihe latter amounts to about S350
Lringing the assets up to $3,100,000 oot
side of the public works assets as abo®

“But beyond this there is the illlp"‘:"
ant ssset arising from the i'd.‘““‘”",};n
perpetuity of Dominion subsidy to the
proviuce now amounting to *'—’M"“};
vear, but increasing decenniully ust 1?
reaches $484,000. From present appets
ances it should reach at least @
by the next census in 1911

“What the value of this is
accountants can estimate,
should at the present time be
capital it would pay 3 per cent.
iz about nine and a half lllili.“l‘ﬁ
these assets appear the liabilitk
8G8.

“This is the best of evidence
provinee has a good security to 0%t 2
loans raised for legitimate Y\Wmhlm“-n
in public works. It has in process \t;lic
clearly demonstrated that our DL i
works of development have Tt ““““? B
increasing the revenue, and ted hm.ke
that we should so legislate as 1"“'“““
the assets of the province 1"“"1‘"",‘““‘ -
more revenue. The government 13 U‘bV
vinced that this can only be ‘1"“_‘:“‘;,
opening up and developing the 1"'”‘.”11_‘5

« show how effective this PO e :)f
been we need only turn to the quﬁrw
our history, In 1893 and 4 ou” “f.lf‘uu,A
venue was $826,660. It is now >"t i
751. an increase of over 150 1:¢t “f‘_“q’hﬁ
cight years. In 1893 and 4 the € 1,“*_,‘_
ture was $1,594,060. It is now T550
000, an increase of little over ot L
cent. §
“At this rate the revenue in ten _W‘il-"’?
time will be over six milinn\'bil“d It
expenditure will be only s‘“wm“'i ox-
:g well here to consider revenue an .
penditure from another stnndpnn]f-"(
what is the relative cost of running |
province mow and say ten years -

as an ass
it certainly
rth the

that the
ffer for

were at par, and in 1898 had been 103.

400,000

B

Civil government and administra
justice salaries cost in 1893-4 §
or 33 per cent. of the revenue, Th
cost $375,000 or not quite 18 per
the revenue. The cost of runni
country has inereased about 38 pe
while the revenue has increase
150 per cent.

«1 think Mr. Speaker, that
have said is only a fair statement
affairs. I might have drawn a
more optimistic picture of the futi
in considering future progress I ha
taken it at the rate of the past, w
we all know, that in a new count
especially in one such as this pr¢
if there be advancement, it must,
nature of things, be cumulative, |
is to say that every one of the res
developed, such as lumbering,
ship building and agriculture mus
increasing increase in a compound
1 have alluded to assistance to a
turists and I should like to be o
announce that plans were ready
ing for the placing of settlers on
of land in the province. This, ho
is in progress, and I hope wil s4
carried out.

“I must here refer to what app4g
me-to be a remarkable fact in the
affairs of British Columbia, and t
is that: That the expenditure for
works, hospitals and charities, agri
and free education is I believe i
province considerably greater in
4ion than in any other British p
or coleny; and this fact must evel
result in great advancement and i
of population. Z

“It is evident that it is of the
importance now to keep up our r
there are. suggestions on all sides
duetion in taxation, Great pressu
been brought on the government t
fy the mineral ‘tax in order to rel
jg said, the heavy charge on low
cres arising under it, but on the
hand strong complaints are mad
it bears harder on the high grad
as the cost for mining high grade|
much higher than the cost of
low grade—in some high graded p
tions going up to $25.00 a ton for
—and the cost of mining is not de
in the assessor’s valuation, Whi
freight and smelter charges whi
low on high grade ores, and high §
grade are deducted, this indicatd
difficulty of the question, but the
is having the carnest considerat
the government with the view to
ment if possible without decreasi
venue,

“With regard to agriculture, th)
ernment is preparing to settle u
tracts of land with settlers.

“Before closing my remarks I v
say, Mr. Speaker, that I hope th
government and the future governy
will Always have the courage to
carry out the policy of developm
public works—this is the only W
promote the growth and prosper
the coumntry. Many of the mautte:
we fight so eagerly over in this
¢re of no note in comparison wit
promoting a development poli
roads, railroads and surveys—if thd
carried out well the troubles we
over here will be swept away. an
«d upon afterwards as ridiculous
Much has been done in the south
provinee, but practically nothing i
boo or the North, these sec
row be tended to without fail,

“At this time the liberty of debas
&llow me, before sitting down, to r
the fact that this is the thirteen
I have presented this budget t
IHouse; and nearly fifteen years d
was first elected to represent the
city of the province in the legis
that time I have successfully
through seven elections.

“In laying the budget before ¥
1 do it with mixed feelings of
<nd emotion, realizing that it may
last time I may ever have this hol
; “Great changes have taken pla
ing these years. When I made 1
Ludger speech, the revenue was
$514,000, there was then no mining
€nay, important towns have gro
there since, and many thousands
of ore are being produced year
from the eastern part enormous
Ues of coal and coke.

“By the aid of government
railways have been built and man
¢f roads and trails constructed,
houses have arisen in all directiol
flflport:ant government buildings
&cn, Kaslo, Rossland Greenwood,
I‘OI'k-j‘. all of which are new tow
the North, 600 or 700 niles away,
district is opened and filling up.
coast the charming city of Var
oi:: (l*:{::;dlll)‘}:k: a dxl'ou‘m.' and
iU"l't*:l\"od—L't L oria has improvy
il l uated as it is in one

o autiful spots in the world,
ii;:t‘dﬂfor scenery and climate—i
this Ne the home of tlu‘iu.\’ux;ds,

'S time these commodious gove
Uildings have been erected, pif
C‘fr:;ﬁ]last peautjful pul'»li« buildin

i 1'0\"{‘1\ 1 have seen in the sam
ue grow from half a mi

%o million anad a quarter, s

; and a quarter, and
Yenditire $n free education alond
390,000 to $370 e, O

$5¢0,000. These zre

C_nly of the changes juring ;
Bve e th‘:- .h..\'( uring my
House » there have been many
both H.id\- ml.\-s.nu‘my 1»1qu friend
rofor tO(;i It is impossible for
‘\'ith(mt b}_osx* matters, Mr, §j
Plating evt‘mz.: much }nn\_‘gl in @
farewe] toui‘ t\lw‘px'fn-'u]'n]lry of
i-"lﬂtive e d(, many lr_u:nd.\' of
Speaker t‘ executive life;
20‘_01111);? 0 my valued colleagues
$ide nt, to 'the

€s of

With
‘

¢
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to yo

members oy
3 the House, who have trea
onstant courtesy and conside

¢an assure y R
Course of you, too, that sh

10 legps ﬂﬂ;ﬂ.il'.\‘ m:l}{o i.t necesary
Umbig Iaf‘t.\ e public life in Britis
T shall always, to the end
dg{»“_‘org;ve heart and soul in t
Broc, Ot-) p}‘omote tlw welfars ar
this op this magnificent proving

5 Sl’ Y so l9ng my home.
Financl:‘suvmmz his seat the Mini
sidog o tl‘:" londly applauded b
rosed e House, while a big bu

. Was placed on his desk.
Mr. Brown.
B:ﬁ“'n \slm the closing
\Bhce Minister had left
enill”l(’):ltlou. that he felt Le wo
md hig ﬂx!n‘.lngt ﬂ.](‘ spirit of the
unfyi 0““_1'5*(:1171‘:5 if he went

. o:ndly eriticism,

COnt‘inxlfir. Turner—That’s all rig
that gy ng, Mr, Brown scid b
fm‘getj,lner all it was better, wh

g that proper opposition




