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tlie latent mlfchiefs whicli it contained, and which on a future
day were to break forth and operate to tficlr prei'udicp. The
profpeft of imrnqdiate gain renders us indifferent to diftant danoer.
Atemporary advantage Ihould neither be negledted nor abandoned •

and idf-mtereft mult be puriVied though thirty thoul'nnd of our
fellow-creatures expire by famine in Indoftan, or, throw: out of
-^rapioy in America,- are left to the dreadfUl alternative of ftarvino-
or of takuig up arms againft their country ! It is neither my in-
tention to -revert to the barbarities of my countrymen in Afia,
nor to examine the equity and policy of the prefent conteft with
America. Humanity wilhes to draw a veil ovfr the one, and the
world and poUerity \yin decide on the other.

.

The pbJ9<5t of this addrefs is to apologize to parliament for the
fevet'ty and freedom of the following obfervations on an aft of
their own, and which they unqiicftionably intended for the en-
couragement ot fhe fifliery. . > ; .,r'.;. 4i'

Sa-ircd a- it is the duty of a good citizen to refpeft the law^
of lociety in general, and of his own country in particular, I
trult thatan exception will be allowed. me in the prefent inftrlncc,
and that it will be permitted to conlid^ Sir Hugh Pallifer a^ the
/oie author and contriver of thofeclaiifess which the merchants
have unanimoufly. complained of, and for a repeal or an amend-
ment of which, they have petitioned the Houle of Commons.

I do not mean to refleft either on the capacitv or conduft of
minifters. They applied for information where they had a right
to expea they might find.it; and if they have been impofed
upon, tliey are untortunate, but not criminal. Sir Hugh Pal-
hler proceeded to Newfoundland, with an unfavourable opinion
of the merchants concerned in the fifliery; with an opinion too
general to have been juft, and highly incompatible with the
dignity of his local charader. Tiius prejudiced, it is no wonder
that he fliould dilagree with them, or that they fhould refcnt liis
Lcliaviour. AJl ra,iks of people weie difpleafed

; he was Hrft
tmublefome tiien opprefhvc, and finally, ridiculous in prcfcriMiio
t.> the merchants what quantity, and what fpcclcs of provllio.rs
they Ihould allow their fcrvants.
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