
PREFACE.

AMU,^ >dl the troubled waters of the pre,oat warlike and i«nie-.trick«
t,me« where shall „. tod rest for the sole of our foot? and who wiU «,.»*«,.«hve branch of peace and goodwill? Yet, public activity, and jo,,Z^ef, must have the.r quiet intervals, though it may be few and fi be-tween

;
then, perhaps, an old Family Friend may bo welcomed once more,

and happy times renewed with old familiar faces.

And now yiewing our past and present performances, as in a lengthened
tapestry r^ll of the antique fashion, on which industrious Angers worked
con muously from year to year, we ask our«,lves auxiously-havo we wroughtwU «„ portmn of our storied web ?-arc the colours as fresh and tasl-
fullyassorted-the patterns as harmonious, truthful, pure and graphic asbefore ? h oUier words, have we worthily maintdned our fitktft"honoured position we have so long «;cupied in the homes of England ? Wemake no pause for a reply,-that has been given to our highest satisfactionm the eoutinued mcrease of our subscribers, and the steadfastness of thosewho^have been with us from the commencement of our long and successM

Often, when we have reflected on the vast number of readers of intel-hgence and refinement to whom we have so long been a household ^dl!w have inquired what has been the secret of this rare success f^iZlon^y solution we eoiUd iind was this-thatwe have been in Jr: ^^^ otwo k-that wo have religiously adhered to the object and principles wiawhich we commenccd-that we have introduced nothing in '„r^ , ™atmg for the sacred precincts of the domestic temple.

Without boasting, we may say of the volume now respectfully submitted

«« any of its predecessor,., it takes its own ground for variety of topic and


