
165

admit of a doubt, that it is better the over-

flowings of our own population should con-

tribute to their improvement, than to that of

a country with which we are unconnected,

and which may become hostile to us. It is

besides of no small importance, that our own

colonies should be peopled by men, whose

manners and principles are consonant to our

own government.

It is with regret I have heard persons of

distinguished judgment and information give

way to the opinion, that all our colonies on

the continent of America, and particularly

the Canadas, must inevitably fall, at no dis-

tant period of time, under the dominion of

the United States, That continued misma-

nagement may bring this about, cannot be

denied ; but, I think it equally clear, that,

by steadily pursuing a proper system, such

an event may be rendered not only improba-

ble, but almost impossible.

The danger to be apprehended, is not

merely from an invading military force, but


