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COPT of a letter from the Commissioncra
extraordinary and plenipotenliary^ of the

United States^ for treating of peace with
Great Britain, to the Secretary of State,

dated :;;:
'
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SIR,

, Ghent, 12th Au|;ust; ISii.

"^E have tlie honor to iDform you that the

British commis^ioiierSj^ lord Gambier, Henry Goul-
boum, esq. and William Adams, esq. arrived in this

city on Saturdfiy evening the sixth instant. The day
after their arrival, Mr. Baker, their secretary, called

upon lis to give us notice of the fact, and to propose
a meeting, at a certain hour, on the ensuing day.

The place haying been agi'eed upon, we accordingly
met at one o'clock, on Monday the 8th instant.

^
We inclose herewith a copy of the full powers ex-

hibited by the British commissionei*s at tnat confer-r

ern^e; which was opened on their part by an expres-.

sion of the sincere and earnest desire of their govern-

ment, tbiit the negotiation might result in a solid

peace, honorable to both parties. They, at the same
timci declared, that no events which had occurred

9ince the first proposal for this negotiation, had alter-

ed the pacific disposition of their government, or va-

ried its views, as to the terms upon which it wi|6 will-

mg to conclude the peace. 4 :,^:;.:m^^'-

\Ve answered that we hea^rd these declarations

with great satisfaction, and tliat our government had
acceded to the proposal of negotiation, with the most
sincere desire to put an end to the difierences which
divided the two countries ; and to lay upon just and
liberal grounds, the foundation of a peace, which, se-

curing the rights and interests of both nations, should

unite them by lasting boi^ds pf amity. , v^,
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