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niaiiiicM', and not Rntiiiflcd that lliv wnrM .^lioulil

,

D'lnuin ill doubt • to thcne liur litMD'liccnt dc-

«i)(iiN, ur be Ud't to Infur tlifin from iiiiv vn^ciip

mid iipotr^plial HUtliority, thv Colonial Si'ci'it-

tiiry, HpuiikiiiK tlic HontinicntHof tlic Iioiiih t(*>v-

rrnmi-nt, huit riijoiiii'd on the ri-prcHentiitivt! ut

the crown in that qiiarttT u Mtrict couipliitnuf

with thego view* in all hii ofUcial condiivtand
iriiiiHuctioMH. And not on ii HinKic occiiiion

oiiiy, hiivu the InHtruciionM of thin fiinctionury

hi!t<n iiiiulc to embody theHO the dcairco of the

liiipi-riul I'arliitnient on tliis nutiject. The
entire diHpatchefi itiHUcd from bia ofliee breathe

the Kiiine iipirit, rcvcalinK the earncgt winh ot

the Koveninicnt iu the preniiavs, and Kiviii^

utiMuranee that a broad and {rcncroux policy if

to be iiiipreBKed on the adniiniHtration of pub-

lic aifairs in thexo provincvH. Tlie nyAtein of

lucaHures already initiated for the reKuhition

of traiio, the manaf^enient of the mineii, the

dinpOMition of the public landR, and the protec-

tion of the viiriouH leading intereHta, are Htich

us will be likely to invite capital, t'oMter iiidub-

try, Htiiniilate enterprise, eneoura^e imiiii^rii-

tioii, nnd lead to a speedy develupmonX of the

rcHourceM, and a rrpid and permanent settle-

ment of the country. In all their public act.*,

it inuHt be conceded the home government ha.s

thus far evinced an earnest desire and a linn

determination to advance the prosperily of;

ihesc colonies, securing to their inhiibitunlH I

all those civil rights which the English so mil-
;

iiently enjoy, and conceding to them the
|

largest political liberty compatible with their
|

position as a dependency of the empire. N'or is

this liberal policy to be confined in its opera
I

tion to her own people. England welcomes
i

to these colonies every class of foreigners,

'

guaranteeing them the same social, commercial

!

and industrial privileges as secured to her own
i

citi/.ens, and that whether they come as mere
j

adventurers, or with a view to permanent set-
I

tluraent. Especially has this kind and concili-
{

alory disposition been evinced towards Amer-
icans, who have been particularized as a de-

sirable population, on account of their experi-

ence in mining, and their usually industrious,

and energetic habits. So solicitous has the

f^overnment seemed for the maintenance of a

good understanding with this class, that the

authorities, more particularly the naval forces,

have been cautioned against indulging in any
undue display of power, or the wanton com-
mission of any act calculated to awaken oppo-

sition, or lead to a contlict between themselves

and those of a diiferent nationality. It is also

suggested in this connection that the Governor,

availing himself of bis influence and popularity

with the Americans, might readily induce

them to cooperate with him at all times in

enforcing the law and preserving order ; and
furthermore, that since the adoption of a more
popular mode of governing may soon be ren-

dered expedient, it would be well for that offi-

cial to provide for the election of a legislative

assembiy, and call to bis aid a council, part of

which should be composed of miners, chosen

by themselves. These declarations of the

mother country, so oft re|i''iitrd iiml po«iliM\
siidlciontly forrsluidow her pinpoHCH in ri'/aiil

to Ihexe roloiiies, nnd niii.\ l)c tiiken lis 'iti

earnext of the policy to be observed in the

future coniliict of their alVairti. Certiiln it ii-.

reposing in these asHiiraiices. the enilgniiit iiiiiv

repair thither conlldent that ho will be nin-

plied protect'id and fiilrly ileult wilh,»liili'

every facility will lie afforded hitii to engii(»e In

mining, or acijiiire a portion of liie publit

lands, with a proHpect of piiitiiipatlng to h( ine

extent in framing the laws and regulation." b,<

whici) he shall be governeil.
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This entire class of iinpot'tNiinil permit.-' were
levied or allowed by (iov, Doiiglan, in his two-
fold capacity as Agent of the lludsonV 11. ly

t'oinpany, nnd representative of the CroHii.

Thus, the licen.^e to mine, the perniiN^ion lo

import goods, and the HiiO'crHiice to niivi^'Mii-

the inland waters ot Mrilish Coliimbiii, were
granted by virtue of his viceroyal chariK In,

and the funds accruing formed a ]iart ot I lie

l)ublic ri'Venue. This fact is iiiiiioiinceil in bin

proclainution on the subject, wherein hestMl( -

that these duties are imposed by virtue ornn-
thority duly conferred upon liim, and for tln'

purpose of providing meiins to iletriiy the piili-

lic expenses of the ("oloiiy. llead-iiion(',\

,

licen es to trade, kv.. are pre-umed t" liiiv.-

been exacted by the (Jovernor in his cnpiicit.v

ns thee.xecutive of the (.,'()nipiiii\ , under varriin;

of their claim to the exclu.sive right to trade in

the territory, and of tieir being in the lepil

possession of the siime. It is true, the validilv

of this claim has constituted the subject of

much popular discussion, speculation unit

csmplaint, but the fact that its exercise lia-

been acquiesced in by tlie (iovernment tor sn

many years, seems a virtual ucknowledgmeni
of its genuineness, a conclusion at which thii.^c

adversely interested in the question would
seem to have arrived, since no legal meii^iire.j

have ever been taken for testing its soundiu'S!-,

not even the law officers of the thrown being

willing to institute proceedings for tlnit ptir-

pose, on Government account.

The Company argue that the clause in ll'cir

charter, conferring upon them the exclu^ivi

right of trade with the Indians, extemls by

implication also to the whites, the latter not

being mentioned, though intended, for tin-

reason that there were at the time no white,* in

the territory thus subjected to their jiirisilli:-

tion ; and, that at all events, the exercise of

this righ(t carries with it the force of law (rom

long and uninterrupted usage. Be that ns it

may, it is now too late to call in question the

legality Qf these acts, or to insist that they

were in their nature usurpations or exactions,

since whatever there may have been in them
illegitimate and informal, has been cured and
legalised by subsequent pro(;lamations of the

Executive, sanctioned by the Home Govern-
ment.
The amonnt of head money charged by the

Company was $2, for every person entering'

the mines. This, however, with all tntde licen-


