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government is inuustriously occupied in pursuing it, may excit

such a spirit of concurrent effort between the people and their

governors, as to give manners the effect and authority of laws j and

may bring into disuse any statutes, if such there be, required in

more turbulent times to repress public disorders. Such is the

general purpose of the statement and review which follow.

According to the form which the administration of the British

Empire has long assumed, the public business has for a consider-

able period of years distributed itself into the four main departments

—of Finance, the Foreign Affairs, Home Department, and the

Colonies. Under the first of these departments, that of the Fi-

nance, the First Lord of the Treasury and the Chancellor of the

Exchequer have it in charge to provide for the maintenance and

due distribution of the public revenue, and for the integrity of all

those sources of navigation, commerce, manufactures, internal

trade and industry, from which such revenue must be derived ; and,

finally, (in co-operation with the other Boards appointed for this

special service) they have to provide for the naval and military de-

fence of the empire, and the maintenance of the docks, arsenals,

ordnance, &c. in all the means and materials of future operation.

To the Home Department belong the maintenance and supervi-

sion of the public peace, and the due execution of the laws for the

support of internal ordsr and tranquillity ; whilst the Departments
of Foreign Affairs and the Colonies embrace, according to their

denominations, our relations with foreign states and our own colo-

nies. Following the order of these departments, it is now propo-

sed to produce and explain to the public, in a general and succinct

view, the former, and the actual condition of each ; the difhcul-

ties which his Majesty's ministers had to encounter, and what, un-

der such difficulty, they have accomplished ; how they have admi-

nistered the finance, and conciliated the due maintenance of the re-

venue in all its sources, with the due alleviation of the public bur-

dens ; how they have maintained the public peace with as little

cost as possible to personal liberty } and under what system they

have administered the foreign relations of the empire. This re-

view, under the four departments, will necessarily comprehend a

general survey of the proceedings of administration within the

whole compass of public business. It will explain the state of our

finances, and our national resources ; it will open a view of our

existing relations with foreign states ; it will display, as a part of

our domestic policy, the general system under which his. Majesty's

ministers have endeavoured, more by discipline than by measures of

terror and menace, to restore Ireland to the ordinary administra-

tion of law. It will show what has been done for our colonies,

and for the commercial interests of the empire \ and what is now


