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ingi and in that way, ic may give us fome idea,

oi' the amount of the national wealth.

The total number of inhabitants of the United

Kingdom, cannot be reckoned at Icfs, than /even

nnllior.s, of which, Scotland contains between

1,300,000 and 1,400,000, and England between

5,6co.cco and 5,700,000. 1'his number of per-

fons, are annually fed, lodged and clothed, from a

fund exiting in the country. According to the

manner of living of the people, we cannot reckon,

that, one with another, the expence of the main-

tenance of each, amounts to a lefs fum, than

7 /. 10 s. per ami. or about 4 ' d. per day, including

food, clothes, fire, candles, foap, and lodging.

This would require a revenue offifty-two millionsand

a half per amum^ and the (lock or fund, exifting

fomewhere, from whence this revenue muft arife,

reckoning it to produce 5 per cent,^ would amount,

at twenty years purchafe, to one thoufand and

fifty millions.

This is not the moft unexceptionable mode, of

formino; the calculation, of national wealth; but

if the refult of that computation be lower than the

truth, and that the public debt, as lately increafed,

fliould be reckoned to amount at prefent to 160

millions, befides the long and other annuities,

which will cxtinguifh of themfelves, it will fol-

low, as a confequence, that our debt amounts, to

about one-fixth part of the total wealth of the na-

tion ; and therefore, in order to pay it entirely

off, if fuch an idea fliould ever be entertained,

it would be neccflary, that every perfon poflcfTed

of lOo/. property, fliould pay 16 /. as his fhare of
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