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•whom we have extra^ed fomc pafTages, tOTcn*

,dcr this account more completie. , ..
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But whatever oppoctuDities our author had

.of gaining a knowledge of his fubje^V, it muft

be owned, that he made his accounts of it very

perplexed. By endeavouring to take in every

thing, he deicends to many trifles; and by

dwelling too long on a fubjeft, he comes to

render it obfcure, by being prolix in things

which hardly relate to what he treats of. He in-

terrupts the thread of his difcourfe with private

anecdotes, long harrangues, and tedious nar*

rations, which have little ox no relation to the

fubje^, and are of much le(s confequence tg

the reader. The >yant of method and order

throughout the whole work Is (HU more ap*-

parent; aud that, joined to thefe digreflions^

renders his accounts, however juft and intereft-

ing, fo tedious and irkfome to read, and at the

fame time fo indidind^, that few feem to have

reaped the benefit of them. For thefe reafons

it was neceflary to iqethodize the whole work ;

to abridge fome parts of it ; and to leave out

many things that appear to be trifling. This

we have endeavoured to do in the tranflation,

by reducipg the whole work to four general

Jip^ or books ; and by luringing the feveral

fubje^s


