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. which I

intended.

3 ajyent in

ived them
ha'^e al-

t

ways found r.t .no Company's po;-(«," ho winds
lip his narriitivo witli asiiorttal)I','ot distancos :—" Stiiai-fs Lalvc is 50 miles lansf ; I'abiiic

Lake 100 miles lour,' to Nass (jiloo, coursi; about

S. E. and N. \V. ; from Na?s {Jlce to lort
Simpson, 'J.'iO iniks." From Fort St. James
tlio Major ran di "'i a feeder of Frazcr's river,

called Stuart's river, some 50 miles to Fort
George. Here he took the main stream of

Frazer's river, down to Fort Alexander, on the

southern confines of New Caledonia, where he

found a community of miners in constant and
regular communication with the lower country,

and whence he had no dilficulty in getting to

Victoria by the ordinary route of travel.

NKW ROUTE TO TIIR MIl-KS.

Imperfect as the poor M.ijor's exploration

has been, it establishes the fact that gold oxi.sts

from tlic ooast tc near the northern and eastern

boundary of the colony, well nigh tothoRocVy
Mountains, Vx portions of the country never be-

fore "prospected ;" but far more important is

the fact which he assorts, that easy means of

transport of meicl.andizc exist by the route he
travelled, which will be much shorter from Port
Kssington to New Caledonia than the present

route by Frazer's river ; while the difficulties

are far less, and the carriage will be much
cheaper, even adding the freight coai^twise from
Victoria to Port Essington.

I confess 1 feel rather aston'shrd, if the Afajor

is correct, that the;-e inde'latigable " patlilind-

ers," the llud-on's Bay Company's officers, did

not discover this northern and easier route, for

they took great paiii'-: to find a better one than

the old route by Frazer's river, ttc, which is

so bad that frequently u^ and GO horses perish

from fatigue and hunger on the journey. It is

true that till lately the Fort Simpson Indians

were very llerce and intractable, and it might

have been imprudent to transport much pro-

perty through their neighborhood.

PRODUCTIVEXKSS OF THE MINES.

• r, is impoRsiblo to give an estimate of the

] ft '.uction of gold in British Uolumbia. All

6

ac?oiif.ts agree that the individual earnings of

the miners are much larger than in California

or Australia. It is very common to light upon
a man going to San Francisco with .several

thousand dollars, upon others with one thou-

sand c:ii h, and upon many with some hundreds
;

but besides these exeeiitional cases which come
to light it is all gues.s work.

'i'lie amoinit '• manifested'' as exported in the

last three mon'hs wa« .S-151,8(i(), which is a
good amount for so small a number of miners

as have been at work within that period ; but I

should think an amount equal to the sum just

stated must have been taken by private hands.

Assuming for exami)le, that 1,000 miners have
left the mires with .'-.")00 a piece, a low estimate,

this would make .iisjOO.OOO taken away in the

Ia.st (juarler, besides tne $^51,8(10 manifested.

I donl)t, besides, that the amounts shipped on
frei'jrht are all given.

The export of gold is not the only test of the

productiveness of the mines. To tbs success of

the mininir interest I attribute the growing pros-

perity of Victoria—the building of hou.ses,

stores, and shops by the merchants, traders and
shopkeepers, and by otiier inhabitants. To
the s;ime cause I attribute the demand for im-

provonjciits in real property which has lately

taken place. Much of the gold produced re-

mains here and goes to pay for local improve-

ments. When 1 see men who came to Victo-

ria eighteen months ago poor, growing rich,

ceasing to borrow money, au'l building house3

:.:id sliop«, I can have no doubt as to the .source

(f their improved means. Another mo ' im-

j ortant '• sign of the times," and a most grati-

fying one, is the growth of confidence in the

{)! rinaneiit progress of the place and in the fu-

ture proiiuctieness of the r-uines. When cau-

tious and prudent men, alter long observation

and due reflection, begin to make permanent
investments in real property, there need be no
fears entertained of the future. My own con-

viction is that the day of the retrogression of

both colonies is past. Their progress may bo
slow, or it may be rapid, but progress they

must.


