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wo'C soon followed by the American trappery and traders,

who planted establishments to, and beyond, the Rocky

mountains.

The efforts of John Jacob Astor to found a great trading

establishment on the OoUunbia, and to make tributary to

it the whole western slope, by a system of posts, through

misfortunes of various kinds, failed, and the whole of that

country, as well as the country northward to Hudson's bay,

and stretching from the Pacific to the great lakes, came

under the control of i\foreign company. Thus, so far as

concerned the agencies at work to develop the country,

the American people had control simply of the portion

east of the Rocky mountains, and another jurisdiction,

acting through a company whose interest it was to keep

the country a desert, to keep it in a condition in which it

would be remunerative in its furs, had control of the entire

remaining portion of that country.

I will in this connection refer to the treaty of 1846, by

which a line was established between the two countries,

and to a remark made about, or previous to, that time in

the British Parliament, to the effect that so great was the

distance iiom the American settlements to the Pacific, and

so serious were the difficulties to be encountered, that it was

idle and prei)osterous to suppose the American States could

colonize the Pacific coast. At the very time this confident

assertion was being made, our emigrant wagons were mov-

ing over those mountains, and that same fall American

citizens had carved out their homes on the shores of the

Pacific ocean, and raised above them the stars and stripes

of their country's power. The fact thereby became estab-

lished, that that western coast was ours by the natural pro-

cess of colonization, and that American genius and enter-

prise could scale the Rocky mountains and overcome every

difficulty lying between the valley of the Mississippi and

the Western ocean. From that time the \vay was thronged

with the emigrant wagons of our people, who went on the


