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fornia did, sustain the population of to-day, and half-a-

million more if t!iey were to come to-morrow at any given
point without callinir into ro(|uisiti()n tiic whole of her
resources. Now, what do 1 lind in this respect ? This great
truth—that British Columbia is as capable in agriculture as
she is in mining, even wiiliin liio coiitraetod limits to which
I shall conlino myself, extensive as tiiosc limits are in point
of distance, but nothing, w )rse than nothing, in comparison
with the tobil extent of Iier vast agricultural area =

Prom Lillooet on the west to Soila (hx-ek on the east side
of the Frasei', s'ly 201) miles noi'th, thence to Cache Creek,
along the Thompson, to Savaua's Fci'ry, up the lakes to

Kamloopsand Seymour, say 200 miles south, 1 tind a country
as fertile, as eiisy of (Miilivatidn and as durable as most of
the lietter portions of (Jaiitbrnia, and wliich, Judging from
its general l"e:itures an 1 the actual corps it produced last

year is certainly l,. ;;:•.!. lo, without exagg^i'ation, of sustain-

ing at least lialr-a-niillion p(!uj;lo lu the two great necessaries

of lilb, Hour and nieit. ThroiioliDiit tiiose limits I also find,

as ill California, that all niiiiirtMl to make an a|)parcntly

barren laml highly productive is sullieicnt irrigation, for the
cro[is last year liy tliis means ;iverag(!d thirty bushels to the

acre, an average over that of any similar given area to 1)0

found, J believe, on the coast. It is estimated by parties

engaged in bnyiiiLr last year's grain, that the Upper b'raser,

from Lyttoii to (^biesiielleniont'f, pioduced IdOO tons of wheat,
which is ('(juivalent to U.ODO barrt.'ls of llonr, while the
quality of Hour is ecpial to tli(; celebrated (.ioideii <Jatel)rand
of California ; and that this is not an exagu'erated calcula-

tion, is evident, fr< ni tlie fact of (lari'uoo this winter, the

most severe e^e|• known, lieiiig abundantly .-applied with
flour of your own prndueiiiir ai 20 (tents a pound instead of

5U I'eiifs a pound, when the .-u|i|)lies weru dependent upon
Calilornia. Thus ymi have a|'i'i\ed at that period, long to

be remeiiiltered in vnr history when the upper country,
even the " liowlinii' rtihierne.>s " as it is called, has become
selfsusiaining in (l(,ui' Few people, especially those unac-

quainted witii mining countries, can lurm a line estimate ot

the importance of this achievement. Wiiilc Ca ilornia re-

mained depCHdent on Chili for Hour, she made little progress

in the development ol her material iiiierest.-' ; v/iiile liritfsh

Columbia rt^mains (h'p( iideut iijion (.'alilbiiiia we see the

same thing : but as tlie Ibnuer gradually became se'f-.-ustaiu-

ing, sIk! gradually ln-eame wliat >hi! is, the princely mistress

of the Facilie. Shall wi! deny the s me results to the latter?

Perhaps we might with propriety it siie were not a largo

prolucer of gold and C(tal ; Inir havin.; these, with the pro-
duction ot her o\s n Ihiir, her eareiM'. in my o|>inioii. cannot
be impelled. \o, sir, tiie laeis of your t.ikin^ last year the

firs , step towards your independence of the world for the

chiel means of living, the first time ob.MUve ;t has been
taken in your history, is worth moro, a thousand times more,

than uU ilie glilteriny;, unstablo, grandeur of the paut, bo-
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