
2 OV'ERLAND COACH ROAD.

They arc 18 lout wide, tlie hiii'I'hcc l)ciiiir ii>v(>rc(l willi ln'iikcii sloiio, wliero (us in

most jpai'ts uiitni; tlie l-'iuscr and TlKiiMlifoii Jiivoi's) siuli inatiTia! in at liaiid, nr
witli j;ravL'l well (iiiiil)irfd up iii tiiu iciitiv, witli ditciios on one or both fides

w)iei'e i'ei|iiired.

Witli the exceiition rit'soiiio sliort Jiildies as steep as one toot in ten. tlie sliai-pest

inclines tliroiiirliont tiiis road are otdne loot in twelve, tije curves liciujr easy, and
tiie bridjres and cnlverts snlislnntially Imill of timber.

r.oads ot' seven ami I'iu'bt tons are lianlcd alonir tlicni iiy mnles or oxen, at an
(iveraire dranifbl load of l.liOl litis, or l.IiUOIIis. to each team animal : and the Mail
Coach drawn by six horses travels between Yale and Cariboo at the rate of nine
miles an hour.

Kroni the Cariboo terminus of tliis road, and IVcjui Savoua's, as well as from
interniediati' points alouit the road, various routes may he traced to the ditl'crcnt

jiusscs of the Kocky .Mountains. But bclore a Judicious selection can be made ol'

the line tor a waiiirou road to the teiritory east ottlie liocky .Mountains, it will be
necessary to determiMe by more exact and detailed euirineiriui; explorations and
surveys than have yet bcin nuidc, which of these passes |iresenls the hast obstacli'S

to the coiistructi(Mi and maintenance of a road ihroutrh it, as well iis the L'realest

u<l\'antai;'es in its ap)iroaches, not only as rcirariis cni;ineerinjr liicilitics, but with
respect also to the character of the country to be passcil thi'ouuh on either sidi' of
tile mountains, its soil, climate, frceihuu from inroads of hostile' Indians, and
•rcucral capabilities for setth'ment, and especiidly in I'clalion to its accessibility

from the existinij lines of ('(uuninnicalion in this Colony and to thi' eastward.
The followinLT remarks I'udiody the most reliable information extant on this

subject; anil the accomiianyiuir opinions and estimates based thereon ar>' ailvanccd

in anticipatiiui of the results of such a detailed survey as has just been suiij-'csti'd.

The passes ihroUirh the Rocky Mounluins at ]ii'esent known from the reports of
various ex|ilori'rs. commenciuir with the FiCatber I'ass, the most northei'ly iioint

by which it would be pi'aeticahle for a road conncctinir the Kraser River ^'al!ev

with the navii^ablc waters ot'tlu' Saskatchewan to cross this raujre, ami enumera-
tinir thence southward to the 411th raralhl, are as follows, with their respective

altitudes as tiir as thev have been reliablv determined bv actual observation:

I. Leather I'ass
".

Altituile ."..TOU feet.

± Athabasca , 7,nilO „
;!. Jlow.sc's 4,.''.l)0 „
4. Kicking' llor.se , r>,2l(^ „
.'). Vermillion 4,!i():i '.,

• 1. Kanauaski ,, .'i,700
,,

7. Crow's Nest —
X. K'ooteuav fi.;!(IO „
II. Ronndary (l,i):JO „

Of these the .Vthabasi'a I'ass, althoUL'h otherwise very favorably situated, is so

elevated, steep, and ruirii'cd as to ln' i|uitc impracticable for a coach road. The
six last enumerated |iasses althonnh LCenerally easy of |iassau:<', and in other

res|)eets available for road ccunmunication, arc too far south for the ]iurposi' of such

a line of councctiou between the si-a-coast of liritish CobMnbia ami the Canadas
as is now under consideration, if having been determined by actual siirvey that m>
iiracticabic route exists fiU' a road throui;h the three parallel raui;(s of luountains

lyiiiii between the Lower Fraser Valley and the Ro(4<y Mountains, viz: the

Cascailes immeiliiitcly east of tin' Vraser; thcdold |{ani;e west of the Columbia;
and the Selkirk RauL'e in the I'Il; Rend ot' the Columbia, ami between that

ri\*or and the Kooteuay River, exceiit that on which the road is now built from
Yn]o up the Fraser and Tljiuupson River Valleys to Savona's, thence by I\andoo]is,

throu.irh the Fai;le I'ass, at the upper end of ( Ircat Shuswii|i Rake, to theColumbia
River at the (ireat Ivldy below the Little Dalles, and northward alonir the valley

of tbiit I'iver, by 'I'he Jio;it Lucampment, and round the lii^ liend southward ]iast

the mouth of Ilowsc's I'ass, of which liiu'a more dctailc(l deseri|ition will be j^qven

further on, in connection with the Ilowsc's l':iss Route.

The )iosition of these southern jiasscs is therefore, as I'cjrards their aeecs>ihility

from the west coast, very disiidvanta<.'c(Uis when compared with that of Ilowse
I'ass. liut they are still more ineli.Liibly iilaccil in resjiect to the approti(4ies to

them from the eastward; for these p:isscs all debouch to the east into valleys, the

waters of whii-li are tributary to the South Saskatchewan, ]iassine' thr(Uij;h a
rejrion of couutry beset with ]iredatory Iudi:ins, and sterile an<l nu;itlraetive

in (-omiiiirison with the rich belt of land further north, tlmuiLrli whii'h the

North Saskatchewan flows.

Throu,;;h this rich ili-frict aloULr the Xorlli Saskatchewan, a line of eoniniuuica-

liou between Ri'itisli Columbia and the Red River Settlement must pass, by
whatever route if may cross the jrreaf watershed of the coiilinenf; indeed if nniy

safely he taken as an established fact that such a line of communication must
intersect the North Saskatchewan it I'\u't Kdmonton, or some point higher u]i


