
Ni)TES OF FORT MuNCKTON.

Til 1744 tliu unbuccu.sHf(il oxpeditimi sont from Loui.sbiir;; ii<r;kiiist Aiiiiii|)(>li8

laiuleil at T';iie Verto. In May 1 741} (JovLTiwir Shirley called atteiilioii to tlio

iienossity for watcliiii'^ Haie Veito and Cliij^iieoto, repeatiii<4 tlie waruiiig in No-

vemUor i)f that year. Shirley's fore»i«{lit can l)e iecoi;nized, when it in reiiieni-

bared tiiat on the Hlh <if .January, 1747, the i-xpedition so fatal trt Colonel

Nohle's detachment at Alinas. Hut out from lJijaul>assin. In the follow in\f

.lune, one Musen liennett furnislu'd the Kn^rlish (Government with

a list of French ships then at Bale Verte, where «le Rameza} was strongly

posted, with the desij^n, it was supposed, of attacking Annapolis. Notwith-

standing the occasional use <)f IJaie Verte as a naval station and a <lejn>t for

provisions, no regular entrenchments appear to have been made there up to

that time; and in fact the more important settlement of I5eaul)asi;in was theii*

without defensive works, though they were soon to follow.

Considered strategically, the isthmus of Chignecto has been, and ever will

be, of the utmost imi)ortance. The part played in the last century liy the

waters of the Missicjuash, and the Mic-Mac portage, or later by the FreJicli

Road, will, in the warfare of the future, be undertaken by the Ship Railway

and the Cape Tormentine Railway . Traces of that portage were seen near

the liead of the river, many years ago, by Mr. Munro, the veteran Crown

Land Surveyor, and Civil Engineer, who describes it as being aliout ten feet

wide, and hollowed to troiigli shajjc by wear. Doul)tless their first efforts in

the direction of roadmaking, were applied by the Frendi to the improvement

of the two miles of portage, at the beginning (jf which indeed, remains of an

old Acadian settlement mf<y yet be been. VuM transcripts are made of the

f reuch Archives relating tt) Acadia, the earlier hi.story of Ohiunecto cannot

be told, but the glimpse allorded by the precis of then:, furnished by the Do-

partuient of Agriculture, indicates that it is full of incident and interest.

The establishment in 174!>, by Ue La Corne, of the French military posf,

which developed into Fort lij lusujoiir, on the 8out!i side <;f the I-»thmus of

Chignecto, was im nediatjly followed by .ho erecti:)u of Fort Liwrenoe. 2 miles

distant, on the Biitish siile of the Missitiuash. The Acidians apparently were

not actively h'Mtile to the measure, for on Sept. 27th, 175), M. Prevost, Comp-
troller of Louisburg, informed the French Minister of War that the Engli.sh had

disembarked 2.01)0 men at Hoaubis.<in to form a settlement there, and i hat the

Indians desired to disturb then», but th .t the Acadians refused to do so. prefer-

ring to retire to the woods, i»ending the settlement of the b mn lary (question.

In fact it a[)pears they were inclined to preserve peace upon the Isthmus, for in

tlie following N'tvember tlu^y stated to the tJovernor of L >ui.^burg that Fort Law-

rence was of little importance; and the French denpatche^ of .lune 1751 report

their continued resistance to Le Lontre's efforts to transplant them to the Island

of St. .lohn, "becaust! they await a settlement of the boundaries."
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