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How many mice each hird wouhl take on the averat^e each day would he difficult

to state exactly, hut it is safe to assume that at least six would he re((uired. Now
nudtiply that liy the vast army of these hawks that resort to this Pi'ovince and
the total number of mice destroyed would he amazin;:?; and then a«,'ainst this <jfood

work constantly fj;oin<f on there is no (lamai.;e to he set off'. Not one instance, in

thirty years' ohervation of this hinl's hahils, has t'\-er comr to the writer's know-
ledm'of their having attacked a sin^jle domestic fowl. It does sometimes take a

meal otl a dead duck or other bird it may find lvini>' in the marshes, hut it is

doulitful if it ever kills i\>v itself a bird of any kind, at any rate in this Province.

Every farmer an<l every sportsman in the land should do his utmost for the pro-

tection of this bird. UnfortuuHtely they are constantly destroyed by persons

who are ipnoiant of the <>'ood they do, and thou.sands are killed evei'v autumn by
misehievious ])eople who must shoot at evfrythintj they set^ that has life in it. If

peoph' who wantonly shoot hawks would sometimes look at the stomach contents

of tlie birds they kill they would .soon be con\inced of the wrony they were
doiiifj and would perhaps exercise sufficient connnon sen.se to refi-ain from con-

tinuing the evil practice.

For the sake of brevity the Red-tailed Hawk. Red-shouldered Hawk, and

Broad-winged Hawk may b-i considered together. These three common species

are usually known as " Hen Hawks." Why however, it would be difficult to say.

They are all fairly lai'ge, slow, heavy flying birds, who.se food consists principally

of nnce, s(|uiiTels, toads, frogs and snakes: very rarely do they ever take a bird

of any kind. In fact it would he extremely difficult for them to do .so, uidess the

bird was very young, or injured seriously. They will, when pressed by hunger,

feed on cari'ion. but the sta])le article of diet with them is meadow mice and
s'(|uirrels, varied, as before .stated, by toads, frogs and snakes, I )esides grasshoppers

and other in.sects.

I have specially omitted from this group, to which it i-eally belongs, the

Rough-legged Hawk. Tiiis is done purpo.seiy, becau.se the great value of the

species to the farmer slunild be particularly pointed out, the bird having Iteen

most unjustly persecuted. It is the largest of the Canadian hawks, and one that

desorv(!S the greatest consideration and protection from every man having an

interest in agriculture. It can be safely said that tliis .so-called " Hen-Hawk "

has never killed a head of poultry at any time, nor do they evei- kill birds of any
sort. Diu'ing the fall of 1895 these hawks were very abundant in scmthern

Ontario and laige niunbers were kille<l. I obtained all the bodies T could for the

pui'pose of investigating the contents of their stomachs, and I spent much time

in watching their habits whilst feeding. All day long, every day from the first of

October of that yeai- to November 28th, the birds were constantly passing slowly

along through, .southern Ontario, feeding as they went, and not one fowl was taken
or attacked by them anywh(>re, .so far as I could learn, and I made enijuiries from
poultry keepers wherever I could. In all, 32 specimens were examined by me,

an<l the result corrol)orated my experience dtu'ing the last thirty years. In one
.stomach I found a frog, in another the tlesh of a musk rat—taken from a pile of

bodies of these creatures which had been thrown toirether in Ashliridue's Marsh.
Another stomach was tilled with large grasshoppers, and the rest contained mice,

and nothing but mice, or traces of them, ranging in (|uantity from a little fur and
a few bones to seven whole ones. From this it can be judged whether or not the

Rough-legged Hawdv is the friend of the faimer.

The attention of the Department of Agriculture at Washington was sonn'

time ago called to the fact that mice and other destructive rodents were lai'gely

increasing throughout the United States, and it was suggested that the constant
destruction of the hawks and owls was the reason for it. In consequence of this


