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t(i <h<' iin»ri' (ir IfMs in«>vita>)lo infiMiiori. A point also to !»«• consitl-

crcd hen' is the n'f'i-iit coiiclusioii of u (listinnuiHhcd hioiiictricittn,

"that thr ilia!ht'si« of |iiiliiionarv tulMTculosis is certainly iiiluTittMl,

atiil ihf intensity of inheritaniT is sensibly the same as that of any
noiiiial physical character yet investigated by man." Statistical

inquirers, however, <io not satisfactorily allow for the greater uppor-
tunity of infection for the descenilants. nor, in nphoMing the
iti'luence of the inherited diathesis, is the mortality in direct pro-
portion to the tleasity of population explained.

Som«« idea of the maKi^itude of the tuberculosis problem may
be (lediic«>d from such observations as those idready di.scussed, but
it is hardly possible to estimate even roughly the actual atnoi.ut of

sickness cuusihI by tuberculosis in any population. Because of

«'ertain features of civiliz(Hl life there is a fairly <'ven distribution of

the (lisea.se in civilized lands, very little influenced by climatic

dittercni-es, but with local variali<»ns proportioii.ite in the main to

the relative density of population. It is evident that the disease is

enormously frecpient in any civilized comnuinity, atlecting at some
time almost everybody, but it by no means follows that what may
be regarded as a bio!;)gicul implantation will in all instances ^ive
recojinizable (>linical manifestations. Considering the foregoinK
statistics, I'rof. Osier's estimate seems fully conservative when he
says that comparatively few people reach fift years of age without
a focus somewhere of tuberculosis, and that if even only ")() per cent,

develop this focus, the number who may become seriously diseased

is enormous.

Man is everywhere the great infective agent for man, but this

must not let us lose sight of the fact that notwithstanding the small
percentage of all ca.ses that arc actually due lo the bovine form of

tuberi'ulosis. one-fifth of the tuberculosis in small children is due to

this cause. From the statistics of tuberculin reactioas obtained
fnmi the Veterinary Director Cicneral, tuberculosis may not seem
to be highly prevalent in Canatlian cattle, as only 10 per cent,

react, but a high authority on veterinary matters in Ontario con-

siders that 2"> p«>r cent, is n very conservative estimate of the
incidence of tuberculosis in ()n;ario dairy herds. This estimate, as

one might rea,s(mably exix'ct, is not very far from that of the
incidence in < title in the Kastern States.

It is a familiar matter that the greatest loss r>, .,ie due to

tuberculosis (u-curs in the working age period, and the actual num-
ber of deaths, and tin- proportional mortality, are highest in young
adult life. In Canada 40 per c^-nt. of all deaths occurring between


