
dwell upon the vastiiess of his k-arning <.r the

aouteness of his knowled^je. After leaviiiK the

Pereira Veshibah, rumors became iK-rsistentthi t

youtiK Spino/a had given utterance to 1 v etic 1

views, such as ha.l led Triel Acosta intotroi'' .e.

When his father <lied his relatives disputed his

claim to any of his father's estate, but he suc-

ceeded in taking jmssession of one bed as an

heirloom. Two of his companions elicited his

opinion that, accor.ling to Scripture, angels

were njerely i)hantoms, that the soul is identi-

fied in the liible with life and regarded as mor-

tal, and that in calling Cod " great " the Scrip-

tures attributed to Him extension. He was

summoned before the " Heth Din" and he

made no concealment of his views. His teacher,

Morteira, offered him, on behalf of the congre-

gali(m, a i)ension of 1,000 floH a year, provi-

ded he would not give jmblic utterance to his

heretical views. This he refused and the con-

gregation ])roceeded to his formal excommuni-

cation with all the curses written in the law—
" Cursed be he by day, cursed be he by night,

etc.
•

' A fanatical Jew even raised a dagger against

hhn after leaving the Synagogue. He was thus

cut off on July 27th, 1656, at the age of twenty-

three years. Obliged to leave Amsterdam for a

neighboring town, he supported himself by

grinding optical glasses, living a brief but pro-

fitable life, without reproach, unselfish and un-

worldly, quietly pursuing his philosophical stu-

dies. " The Ethics " was his great work. He

rejected Revelation and elaborated a system

which is a combination of Pantheism and Fatal-

ism. He died at the age of forty-four years,

apart from all Jewish or Christian preposses-
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