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v^ Tfte Labrador Eclipse Expedition
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1)1' CANADA.

THAI" inuri.>t in a>lroiUMn\ is j-rowiiij.;; in Canada is vcr\

tvidcin. ( )rii' need only point to tlie niagniticent new
ol)sirvator\ erected 1)\ tlii' Dominion Ciovcrninent on tlie f>ul-

skirts of Ottawa, and to the fact tliat a fully-e(|uipi)ed expedi-
tion was despatched to tlie wilds of Labrador to observe the
total eclijjse of tlu' >um on Aiii^itst ,V)th last. The Royal Astron-
omical Societ\- of Canada had the honor of su,t,'.i:^esting that an
expedition be sent, and the ,1,'enerou^ s])irit in which the ])ro])o.sal

was received and acted hikmi i^ worthy of all jjraise. The
society was allowed the jirivileffe of naming- six of its members
to accomi)any the expedition.

The first section of the expedition sailed from Ouebec on the
ivenin!,^ of I'riday. .\n<,nist 4th. in the steel steamer Ki)ii; /;</-

ward, a small vessel about 150 feet long and 22 feet wide. This
shi|) and her mate, the .Irniimnrc, abont twice as larjje. carrv
on a coastinti- trade on the north shore of the River and Gulf of

St. Lawrence.

The maimer of condnctitti,' this traile was new to most of ns.

The shore usually is of bleak, bare rock or of sand, (Kcasionallv
covered with spruce and scrubby birch. an<l the inhabitants of

the little villages along it eke out an existence by hunting and
fishing. ( )u apiiroaching a village the ship, with ber siren, would
shriek out what alwa\s sounde<l to us like a challenge to the
peopli- to come out am! meet us. Then we would drop anchor
and wait. Si>on a large tlshing Ixiat would put out from shore,

sometimes propelled In oars, sometimes under sail. Occasion-
ally the lH)at would Ix- tardy in coming. an<l then a vollev of
forcilile retuarks would be hurled at it to hasten it along. I'.ut

on arrival at the sbiji the strong words were all forgiHten. ami
the visitors and visited communed on the best of terms. Hav-
ing received their mail-bag. and what freight the purser had for

them. the\ wduM leave, and wo would pnKeed on our way.
I'Veipiently. however, :i strong wind blew and the si a was roiigji.

and we had to lie at anchor for hours. At last the boat would
come, and we would w.itch with admiration the sailors as thev
tacki'd about, am! tinallv ran close up to our ship to receive the
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