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that which is nlot true, and the confession cannot be safeiy acted

;*.,der the titie of a confession to be admissible must be
volu-,ary, we wiii consider (a) the effeet of ýa promise of bene-
fit or profit, (b) the effect of thireats or iniproper representa-
tions. (a) It is a weIi settied mile thiat a confession eiieited by
ain exp7ress promise of benefit or faveur or an irnpIied promise to
lessen thie punishment or oecure an acquittai, is inadmissible.
Thius, where a prosecutor said to a prisoner, "'If you will tell
mne where thce goods are, 1 will lie favourable te you,'' and the
prisoner confes sed, the confession was lheld ta be involuntary.
Again, whiere the officer whio made thie arrest testitied that lie
told the prisoner 'thiat the brothers of tlic prosecutrix were
going ta force himi ta leave the country, and it wouid be ligliter
on hlmii, if lie would own up" and the prisoner confessed, the
confession was hieid to be involuntary, Again, whiere the State
Fire Marshall toid the accused ''that if hie wouid tell the
truti, lie Nvouid 1- allowed to go," the confession consequientiy
w'as hield involuntary. (b) It is a we]i setticd rule thatt a con-
fession induced by tlireats or improper representation, is in-
admnissible. The real difficuity, however, lies in deter;nining
whlat is a tlireat or improper representation.

The best test is ïaid dowii by llaroldson, J. :-' The con-
troliing inquiry le whiether thiere lias been a thircat of sueli a
naiture thiat fromn fear of it the prisoner was likeiy to have toid
an untruth. If so, the c-oJession shouid not be admitted."
lIence, in -that case, %where the prosecutcor eaid -to the prisoner,
't Tnlf.-s you give nie a m-ore sat.isfactory aceounit, I wili take

you before a magistrate," the subsequent confession was hield
in-adisible.

In titis connection, it miight bce said thiat the iaw de nlot
consider a confession obtaiîwed throughi the infiietion of physical
pain or torture inadmissible, It liat. becoine a oustin recently
te exaggerate the xtaethods of inquisition used by the police in
respeet ta ail matters pertainîng ta the enforeement of the law,
but their inethods of iducing a prisoner to confess by "swe#-at-


