
THE CASE 01 TFIN XMOýAMAEAS

whom a client coniessed his guilt before his trial for murder,
Mr. Phillips, in doubt as to what his course should ho, consulted

the judge, by whom he wes advised that the duty of counsel is

simply to see that himý client bas a fair trial upon the evidenee

adduced, whieh is his riglit; thaL it was the duty of counsel to

commaent as to its validity from a legal point of view; but, if he,
knoveing the guilt of the prisoner, shouicld go beyond that andj

appeal to the jur ' as believing hiniseif in the innocence of the
prisoner he would lit guilty of unprofessional conduet. 11r,
Phillips, it will be remenibered, ivas severely critieized and
cruelly ralt w.;tl, but the judge who kniew ail the facts uphej
hin, especiall1Y noting that in condu&ting the ulefence lie was
careful to avoid saying anything'to indicate any personal opinion
in favour of his client.

In the case before us the prîi'oners' eoun9,I took a very
peculiar course. Kniowing long before the trial the guUft of the
prisoners, and that the evidence against theni could not be with-
stood, he nmade a bargain with the; prosecuting attoiuey that if
the prisoners would confess their guilt, their liven woli lie
S.nareci.

The judge appears to have had nothing to do with this amie-
abi. arrangement, but sat coniplacently by until the couxisel foi,
the prosectition and for the defence had settled their plan, and
then carri6à. it into effect. And wo the curtain feil upon one of
thc strangest of modern trapedy-cornedies. The resuit was, appar-
ently, considered very satisfactory for (to use a phrase conimon
%vit1i a certain clama of sporting men) the arrangement wus a

square deal" ail roand-the lawycrs get their fees, the ends of
justice are (Said to be) Served by the conviction, and much
niiitigated punishiment of the guilty; thec prisoners go jaunti1y
«f to prison, relying upon the pre'tty certain hope of their speedy
rpease, and every one is happy, except, comically enough, the
trade unionisti , who put up their inoney on the faith of the inno-
cence of their ill-Used com rades; but who now see that they have
heen '<fooled" and their cause discrcdited.

That the administration of jus3tice is hrought into contemipt,
and that ruffians who deserved more than mere painlessi electro-


