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TANNER-& GATES

removed from 46 Victoria Street to The
g er-Gates Building, 26-28 Adelaide Street
jest, where they will be.glad to see all their
old friends and customers and will have in-
'ato,ned facility. for handiing the growing
i pusiness of the firm, \
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" TANNER & CATES

Realty Brokers, A
TANNER-GATES BUILDING.

(Note new address) : 26-28 ADELAIDBE
WEST. We will be glad to see you at our
new offices. If the reader 'is not mow
cllent of ours, we will be Ppleased to ad
your name to our growing list,
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IINT POWER OF
WONEY TRUST

NS

el s

Pujo Report Sets Forth That

Consolidations of Big Banks
and Trust Companies and
System of Interlocking Di-
rectorates Result in Creation
of Huge Monopoly.

e

WASHINGTON, ‘Feb., 28-—(Can.

Press.)—Three divergent reports were

,presented to the house today by the
‘members of the committee which con-

ucted the money trust investigation.

The majority  report, signed by
and the six other
Denmiocratic members of the commit-
‘fee, found that a money trust existed,
rord‘.ng to their understanding of
#ae term. :

¥ This report names as the “most ac-
tive agents in bringing about the con-

centration of money and credit,” J. P.
Morgan & Co., First National and Na-
tional City Banks, and Kuhn, Loeb &
Co, of New York; Lee Higginson &
Kidder Peabody & Co. of Boston. Two
bills accompanied the report, one for-
bidding the use of the mails to stock
exchanges which fail to observe pre-
scribed stringent regulations as to the
conduct of their business and the
other prescribing 'rigid, rules for the
conduct of national banks, themwr offi-
cers snd clearing house associations
This report is
substantially in-accord with the con-
clusions presented to the committee
by Samuel Untermyer, counsel Lo the
committee, i
Concentraticn of Credit.

The first minority report, signed by
Representatives (Flayes of California,
Heald of Delaware. and Guernsey of
Maine, Republ.cans, set forth that the
investigation “has ‘not disclos:d tie
existence of any . so-called :+ money
trust,” but added, “it has, however, dis-
closed -a dangerous concentration of
credit in New York City, and to sgme
extent in Boston and Chicago.”

.“While agreecing substant ally with
the majority,” said the ~—eport. “‘on
mwany of the abuses to be corrected in
the financial system, the stock ex-
changeés and the clearing house usso-
kelations, the undersigned have doubts
as to the wisdom of fome of the remnte-
dies proposed by the majority.”

This report further set forth the be-
lief. that before definitely recommend-
ing any remedial legislation. testimony
should be taken covering more fully
the effect of the various changes 1in
the laws that have been suggested.”
e He Begs to ‘Differ.

An individual minority report, filed
by Representative McMorran of Mich-
igan. Republican, wag a flat, detailed
disagreement with the recommenda-
tions and findings of the majority.

“While T belleve that attention has
been - called to grave deficiencies in
our financial .laws. 1 also believe .that
& sinister light has been thrown over
banking practices which was
not justified hy. the facts;
that no effort has béén made to show
the reagonable and commendable ex-
planations of these practices, and that
in many cases an impression hag been
glven to the country as to the char-
acter and motives of leading bankers

" which is altogether unfair.

Mr, McMorran declared the proposeéed
scheme for regulating stock ex-
changes “drastic and . unwarranted,”
and that there was “no real evil” in
interlocking directorates. )

The nmajority report aften declaring
the existence of a money trust -said
that *“the increased concen®ation of
control of money and credit had been
effected "principally as follows:

“First thru consolidations of com-
petitive or potentially competitive
banks and trust companies which con-
8olidations in turn have recently been
brought .under sympathetic - manage-
. ment,

"Second, thru the same powerful in-
terests becoming largk s‘ockhalders
in potentially competitive banks and
trust companies.

“Third, thru the confederation of
potentially competitive banks and
trust companies by means of the sys-
tem of interlveking directorates.

Centrol Many Interests.

“Forth, thru ‘the influence which
the more powerful _banking . housés,
banks,. and trust companies. have se-
Cured in management of insur-
ance companies, railroads, producing
trading corporations, and public
utility corporations.

“Fifth,  thru partnership- or joint
account arrangements. between a few
of the leading banking houses, banks
and trust companies in the purchase
of security issues of ihe great inter-
8late corporations, accompanied by
Understandings of recent qz"uwllx."

ONTARIO OFFICIAL
IS TESTING CURE

Dr. - Friedmann’s Consumption
Serum Being Investigated by
Dr. McCullough.

tuberculosig cure claimed to
listovercd by -Pr. Fried-
Germany. passes the test,
every c¢hance that Ontario
its good results. ' Dr. J.
‘ullough, chief medical
for the province, has
York for the past two
th physicians from all
ontinent, in conference
nan scientist. The On-
received an invita-
i © physician to 'New York
tha lest of the cure, with
that Dr. M:zTullough was
ta oo ’
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Not Even Mildest Form of
Liquor Will Be Tolerated in
Camps While He Is Head
of Militia Is His Reply to
Officers Who Have Ex-

pressed Dissatisfaction.

OTTAWA, Feb, 28.-—(Can. Press,)—
“So long as I am minister of militia,”
said Col. Sam Hughes at the milltary
conference today *“.aere will never be
allowed in the militia camps any wet
meseses, ‘mild” or ‘light
teens. You will kindly not wagte any
time discussing "this question further.
It is settled.”

This should leave no.'doubt in the
minds of any of the offigers who have
been endéavoring to get the order
reseinded, which did away with can-
teens, that there is no chance of any
more beer or liquors being allowed to
be sold in the training camps. This
assertion came unexpectedly just- at
the time when several speakers were
endeavoring tv introduce his question
into the discussion. Needless to say it
called a halt to the discussion as far
as "mild” beer or any other kind of
liquor was concerned.

Saw Virtue in Beer.
~ Captain Lavergne of Montmagny.
Que., introduced ' ‘tne discussion. If
the nfen could not get béer in camp
they would go to the nearest saloon
and pernaps get vile whiskey there
and return to camp in an unmanage-
aole condition, he said. His regiment
had made a long march at camp and
during the marcu the men were halted
and given beer, and it did them good.

His remarks were warmly applauded
by a large section of the ofiicers.

Col. Mitchell of Winnipeg had taken
the contrary “view. He - said that
militia camps had begun to become
unpopular from the day canteens were
ailowed in them. Mothers refused to
aliow their sons to go 10 camp when
they Lknew that they would be submit-
ted to such temptations. Last year
with no Hquor in camp conditions were
excellent. In a camp of 4000 men he
had not seen one man drunk. . i

His remarks were Interrupted with
“No, ‘no” fromile :audiefice,’

Colonel is Firm.

“Phie only 'wiy *that yeu -can -gét

back the canteens in the camp will be

by changing the mimigter of militia, ™

said Col. Mughes, . ‘'l have.had more
experiencé in handling men. than have
most of you. | know that the great-
est blight that a camp can have iz a
wet canteen.

“I was on the march that Cdptaln
Lavergne spoke of, and I did not drink
any of his ‘beer. He ;cannot convinee
me but- that his men, and a fine lot
they are, too, would not have done
just as well oq the beautiful spring
water along the roadside.” , - s

“We allowed the permanent force in
ong camp to have its canteen because
it had canteens ‘at its barracks and
these men wanted to '‘be able to drink
“be-ah” (beer) like, gentlemen. On
one night there were 14 of these men
drunk. T, have all the facts about
that case and am watching these men.
There will be no more beer for them.

“I saw a regiment of British regulars
at work in England last summer, and
they can odut-méarch, out-driil or out-
manoeuvre anyv other troops on God's
green_earth, not excepting the Cana-
dians. Yet ninety per cent. of these
soldiers did not drink.  They found
that they could not do the hard work
if they drank.”

Mrs. A. E. Gooderham of Toronto.
president of the Daughters of the
Empire, said that she would not al-
low a nine-year-old son of hers to go
to any camp -if she knew that liguor
was sold there.

WIDE TERAULAY
STREET FAVORED

Eighty - Six - Foot Thorofare
From Queen to Davenport
Is Definitely Decided
Upon.

At 6 o'clock yesterday afternoon the
works committee, without taking a
vote, passed the recommendation of
Works Commissioner Harris and As.
sessment Commissioner, Forman that
Teraulay street be widened to a width
of 86 feet and extended from Queen
st. to Davenport road, in order to pro-
vide Toronto with another great traf-
fic nerve,

" There was some discusssion, how-
ever, before the report was carried.

Ald. Spence favored the sclhieme, but
said that the property owners on Ter-
aulay strect, who would receive most
of the benefit, should pay 70 per cent.
of the cost and the city 30 per cent.

Ald. McBride said that every citi-
zen c¢f Toronto realized the.necessity
of a wide thorofare running north and
south. Ald. Rawlinson and May also
supported the recommendation.

1t he cost is-—staggering,” “said Ald.
May, ““but the future of Toronto de-
mands a wide street from north to
south.” Ald. Rawlinson was strongly
in favor of the project. It would ben-
efit the heart of the city as well as
the outside districts. “AH the alder-
men should unite and carry the pro-
position thru,” said he.

The estimated cost of the work is
24 950,000

beer can- |

—

THE GOOPS HAVE REACHED TORONTO
WATCH FOR THEM IN THE WORLD

—

o

starting on Monday.

The ‘“Goops’’ are a family of unspanked little horrible

" examples of everything good children should not be and

do, meant to teach-children good manners by showing them
what bad manners look like in print and pieture.

The “‘Goops’’ will be a daily children’s feature of the
Woman’s Home Page in The Toronto Worlc, beginning
on Monday. The ‘“Goops” will be little day-by-day
rhymed and pictured lessons in politeness and good
behavior for children. Every mother will be delighted
with the helpful educational influence ‘the.naughty little
‘‘Goops’’ will have on her children. This will be a popular
feature with grown-ups as well as youngsters.
and children, turn to the Woman’s- Home Page n’?xt Mon-
day and see the funny, fascinating little “G‘ooxzs}, ‘written
and illustrated by Gelett Burgess. A ‘‘Goop’” will mis-
behave every day on The World’s Woman’s Home Page,

Parents

/

COST SIXTY-EIGHT MILLIONS
70 BULLD TWO FLEET UNITS
"IN CANADA, DECLARES PREMIER

Outlay Would Be One-Third
Greater Than if Ships Were
Constructed in Britain —
Well - Equipped Shipyards
in Canada Would Cost Sev-
enty-Five Millions.

OTTAWA, Feb. 28.—The' house
while in. committee of the whole to-
day passed the first clause of the naval
bill. This is merely the clause which
provides that the act be mamed “the
Naval Aid Aet.” ' If the attitude taken
by Hon. Willam Pugsley is any cri-
terfon it ‘looks as if the Liberals in-,
tend to: obstruct the passage of the
bill as long 4as they can do so. ;
‘Premier ' Borden . gave the house.
much ifformation concerning prices

‘of battleshiip ‘construction it England

and hefé; t& support his- assertjon that
they could be butlt'much mors

in the old country, submitting #gures

to'show that " the ¢ost of ~ tWwo Weet’
wiits built'in' Canada would be $69,-
877,200, R ERT S

Pleliges Broken, Pugsiey Asserts.

Hon. Willlamh ' Pugsley, ex-minister
of: pyblic’ works, cressed swords with
Hon. J. D. Hazen on several features.
of the bill. " Mr. Pugsley declaréd that
inagmuch as-ore large Fidglish firm
had. at -great .expense established a |
Canadian branch with the exp“eéta’tlon;
that’ they would receive orders for
battleships, ‘ the government Should
fulfil these expectations.

The minister of marine pointed out
to Mr. Pugsley, that the Laurier gov-
ernment had ample time to let con-
tracts to this firm before they went
ont of office if they had desired to do
g0. He contended that Mr. Pugsley
had used this phase of the naval ques-
tion to serve his own ends in the last
general election,

Mr. B. M. MacDonald (Pictoue), Mr.
German (Welland) .and others spoke.
Cost of Fleet Units.

In compliance with Sir  Wiifria
Laurier's request that the government
give figures showing the comparative
costs of building ships in Canada and
in England the prime minister read

s memorandum from the admiralty
giving the desired Information.

The cost of building the necessary
boats in Canada to make a fleet unit
was as follows: One first-class cruis-
er or Dreadnought, $17,755,850; 3
crulgers (Bristol type), -$8,307,660: 6
torpedo destroyers, $5,745,000; 8 sub-
marines, $2,480,800.  The ‘total cost:
therefore, of a fleet unit built.in’ Can-
ada would be $34,288,600, or $68,577,200
for units on the Pacific and Atlantic
oceans,

The -cost of a similar unit buiit in
England would be $25,686,622, made
up as follows: . One Dreadnought, $12,-
908,886; 3 crufsers (Bristol type), $6,-
900,843; 6 torpedo destroyers, $4,102,-
800: 3 submarines, $1,776.333. This.
the premier pointed out, meant that
Cariada could bulld her ships in Eng-
land at a saving of over eight million
dollars. on each unit. He explained
that 33 1-3 per cent. had been added
to the Canadian prices to cover the
extra cost of establishing a plant able
to build warships.

Too Hig’h. Says Pugsley.

Hon. Mr. ugsley did not think
that one-third of the cost of con-
struction estimated by the admiralty

Continued on Page 7, Column 3,

Don’t  Wait. Buy Dineen Furs Now.

There is a general over-stock of furs
in Toronto at the present time, and
they must either go into cold storage
for next y~ar's business or sell out
within the next month at bargain
prices. If you intend to buy furs
next season make the purchase now
and you will save more than half your
moneyv. Dineen Company have a s‘lect
and complete stock for your inspection.
Visit the showrooms, 140 Yonge street,
corner Temperance.

Better Than “The Yankee Consul.”

The leading critice who have seen
Raymond ‘Hitchcock’s new musical
comedy, “The R>d Widow,” pronounce
it to be an attraction superior to “The
Yankee Consul,” in which Hitchcock

WILSONSILENT
150 PN

: Pféaident;Elect Not Definitely

Committed Against Free
Tolls, Despite Pub- -
lished Reports.

NEW YORK, Feb. 28.—(Can. Prees.)
—The publication today of the state-
ment that the British Government has
proposed: arbitration  of the canal
question ‘in a note to the state de-
partment,  colipled. with the comment
of the British préss on despatches to
“Loft ae!raj?agérs purporting to re-

dgainst tree tolls, hrought no' definite
s'tgtemqu_t, from Mr. Wiison.
;The ° president-elect.  declined to
make ‘any comment beyond a denial
of  thé  published repor: <Wat he had
expregsed himself with finality-on the
‘question. Mr. Wilson said that he did
‘not, feel-it would b& proper: for him
to. discuss. the matter of “&anal tolls
‘until after he beeamie’ president 'and
‘had had a’chance to discuss it with
members of the senate. ~

‘ *  Why He's Silent.

The possibility that +the senate
might take soms action which would
remove ‘the  grounds for the British

‘protest @nd thus relieve the new ad-

ninistrdtion from all ‘embarrassment
fs cited in zome quarters as the chief
reason for his reticence.

: On the other hand it is ‘said by those
who know in general the president-
clect’s ideas on foreign policies that
if the question is flatly put up to him
he either would indicate opposition to
the .proposed method of granting free
tolls to American ships, or favor sub-
migsion of the question to a court of
arbitration.

FIFTY THOUSAND
WOULD ENLIST

Minister of Militia Deplores
Lack of Equipment to

Meet Pressing
Needs.

OTTAWA, Feb. 28.—(Can. Press.)—

CQl. Sam Hughes onight entertained
the Canadian militia officers at a
brilliant banquet at ‘the house of cotn=
monsg restaurant. It was a fitting
close to a day that will long be re-
membered by all interested in the wel-
fare of the Canadian soldiers.

H. R. H. the Duke of Cannaught, in
responding to the toast to the Gov-
ernor General, praised the splendid
spirit that he found everywhere ex-
isting among the militiamen of this
country. There was no nobler wor
than preparing oneself to defend
native land. He believed that this
union would be a great infljenc
lead to g8ood resuits. - He well
ciated that a soldier could not be made,
in a day.

Col. Hughes said there wer

because there was not

equ'pment for them. Equipment W«
expensive and ¥he people of Canada
had not yet reached the stage where
they were willing to expend enough
money on the militia to provide for all.
The officers before him, he sald, might
well ask why should they go to ail the
trouble to prepare for the defence of
the country. He sald that the defenge
of Canada was too important a thing
to be used as a political football. In
case of war the Conservative and the
Liberal would have to go to the front
gide by slde, and as long as he was

became famous. “The Red Widow”
op°ns a week's engagement at the
Princese here Monday

minister of militia there would be no
politics in it. He paid a tribute to
the “work of Sir Frederick Borden.

7Y Hie0D . A8 |
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C. N. R. Electric Line From
Bowmanville Will Come in
Over the York Radial on
Kingston Road, But North

Toronto Terminal Plans

Have Not Been Abandoned.

The new -Canadian 'Northern Rail-
way elec%ric radial line from Bowman-
ville to Toronto will be completed and
a service between Toronto and Bow-
manvillé put in operation by the fall.

AlthQ it was at first expected that
the line would divert from the Kings-
ton road at Highland Creek, and, tak-
ing a westerly course, terminate in the
vicinity of the North Toronto station,
this had been dropped in favor of a
shorter route,

Instead of immediately adopting the
North Toronto terminus, it is the in-
terrtion to bring the Toronto & KEast-
ern in over the York Radial Kingston
road tracks from Highland Creek, the
eastern terminus of the present radial
to connect with the King strect cars
of the Toronto Railway Company at
the junction of Kingston road and
East Queen street.

The right-of-way from Bowmanville

to Pickering has previously been an-
nounced. From Pickering the line will
drop soutiiwesterly under the Grand
Trunk at Frenchman’s Bay, then over
or under the Grand Trunk across the
Rouge ‘and into, Scarboro; and keep-
ing north of the Grand Trunk in Scar-
boro, wiil connect at Highland Creek,
Enown as West Hill stop on the York
Radial Line, .with tbe existing York
Radial tracks,
- An oficial of the line stated to The
World that this - -did not mean the
abandonment of the Norta Toronto
terminal plan of the Bowmanville line,
but “was being done in order to bring
the line thru to Toronto this year.
“The laying of the line from Highland
Creek to North Toronto station may
be undertaken early in the spring of
1914,” he said.

LETTERS SENT

’

e

Offenders ‘A;\c Liable to a
Heavy Fine For Violating
- Postoffice Regula- -
tions.

The statement was made by “W. B.
Rogers, Toronto’s postmaster, yester-
day, that the practice of enclosing let-
ters and othér ‘articles of mail matter
in newspaper and periodicals had re-
cently grown to a great extent. The
principal offenders are evidently new-
comers to Canada, as most of the malil
matter discovered with the enclosures
has been addr:ssed o persons in ‘the
United Kingdom.

A warning is given of the serioluisness
of the offence, which renders the send-
er liable to a fine of from $10 to $40 for
each offence. On the discovery of an
enclosure in a newspaper. which is
liable to ¢ er rate of postage, it Is
sent tQ_the dead letter office, and the
sender made liable to prosecution by
the postoffice inspector.

Newspapers also are being malfled
without sufficient postage.. This is es-
pecially the case with the weekly edi-
tions of the Toronto papers. ‘The
proper rate on these is one cent per
four ounces. ;

I INENLE
DRNSES HUERTA

Former President: Pleased
With Kindly Consideration
Shown by His Suc-

X _ cessor.

MEXICO CITY., Feb., 28.-—(Can.
Pyess.)—Gen. Porfirio Diaz, the ex-
ed ex-president of Mexico, today
sent the following message to. Presi-
dent Huerta fromi Minia, Egypt:

“The consideration which you have
shown me 'in my divorcement from
public life is of ihestimable satisfac-
tion to me and even more so the deli-
cate manner and the kindly words in
which you have pegn pleased to ad-
vise me of your elevation to the presi-
dency ad interim of Mexico.

“Aceept this as an assurance of my
deepest gratiiude and as a hope that
your self effacement and patriotism
may bring to the conscience of the
pecpie  the reallzation that only in
the shadow of peace can our.country
prosper and be happy and respected.”

COL. BAIN DEAD AT LONDON.

LONDON, Feéb. ' 28.—(C.A.P.)—Colonel
James Robert Bain, who married the
daughter of the:late Chief Justice Burton
of Ontario, died at his London residence

from bronchial pneumonia at eight
‘.n'f'l'J('k.

EASTERN AL

LOCAL OPTION IN TAXATION IS

- SUPPORTED AFTER HOT DEBATE

HOME SMITH LEADS OPPONENTS

CSTMNTESTOTAL
MORETHANTE
HILLON

Supplementary Amounts Pre-
sented to the Legislature
Yesterday Provide For Sal-

ary Increases, Maintenance
of Public Institutions and
Gratuities.

The estimates of the Province of
Ontario for the fiscal year ending
QOct. 31, 1913, reached a ‘total of $10,-
484,018.?5. Supplementary estimates
amounting to $1,639,622.09, which -are
included in the above sum, were laid,
in .the legislature yesterday by Hon.
I B.' Lucas, acting provinecial treasur-
er. The main estimates for 1914 will
be“brought down in"a week or two. *

The supplemeéntary estimates com-
prise salary increases, grants to public
institutions and . incldentals. A total |
of $1,182,887 is given to public build-
ings. :

Most of the deputy ministers -afe
given $100 and $200 increases, which
brings their salaries up to the maxi-
mum amount of $2500 a year. Clerks,
stenographers and messengers are also
remembered, ac¢ording to custom. The
total outlay for salary increases; in-
cluding contingencies, is $47,305.

Much to Education.,

For public and separate school edu-
cation $82,505 is provided. Of this
$12,000 is for "inspection of English
French -schools. : $20,000 for - -model
schools ‘and $10,000 for continuation
schools. Agricultural traiping in high
schools gets $7000. I'or maintenance of
13 public institutions $79,890 is provided
There is an outlay of $18,725 for' the
agricultural .- department; “and- of - this
Sum every professor and lecturer in
the. Ontarie ' Agriculture Collége -gets
$I08- TRipe. - i e oL BTG RE L

An additional® grant of $150,000 is

gg'm toward the bullding of the new

L t ‘housd, 378,550 for the nev
Wing” of t!fé?i)érﬂarﬁéﬁl%ulﬁ:
ing8, and $50,006, for the completion
of the ‘west wing. To Improve
acoustics .and decorate the legislatiVe
chambér $8600.is proyided.’ The Hos-
pital for the Ipsane at Brockville gets
$76,000, Hamilton  $28,500, Kingsto
$31,500, London :$61,100, Mimiée $25,800,
and Orillia Hospital for Feeble-Mind-
ed $87,000.- General expenses and the
erection -of buildings ‘on the Central
Prison Farm at 'Guelph will amount to
$150,000. The jnstitution for the Deaf
and Dumb, Belleville, - gets  $92.825.
most of which is for'a new dormitory,
and the institution for the blind.
Brantford, will recelve $74,600. The
Ontario . Veterinary  College will- get
$65,000 for the new buildings. f
The new district of Timiskaming is
provided for to the extent of $22,382.25
for the admiinistration: of justice.
Among the iteins.under the heading,
“Miscellaneous,” are: = $20,000 for the
survey of a boundary line between
Ontario’ and Manitoba “ahd explora-
tion of new  territory; $4000 toward a
monument to General. Wélfe, which
will be erected in England; $2500 to
Mr. Justice Middleton for revising the
Consolidated Rules of Practice;. $19 to
E. R. Dolmage for time and-expenses
in attending assizes'in Muskoka when
no court was held; $6000 for past and |
all future payments - in connection
with the strike at Porcupine; $175,
allowance to the daughter of the ‘late
Col. C. J. Baldwin, who raised ' and

‘equipped a regfmént during  the re-

bellion of 1837. . -,

REBELLEADER
" ISWEAKENING

Willing to Recognize New Ad-
ministration But Cannot
Stop Rebellion Which
He Commenced.

MEXICO, €ITY, Feb. 28—(Can.
Press.)—Gov. Venustiano Carranza, of
the State of Coanuild, who header an
armed movement inst the new fed-
eral government, { weakening ac-
cording to official repo received to-
day, at the capital. Even\if it 18 true
that the governor is willing to re-
cognize the new administration, it is
doubtful if ne can end immediately
the rebellion he began, and the cam-
paign against him and his little army
will be continued.

The conferencg at the National Pal-
ace between the government officials
and representatives of the rebels in
the south, has continued for the most
part successfully, and it now appears
that the federal army will be augment-
ed considerably with former tollov!ers
of the rebel leader Zapata.

The leaders of Gen. Orozo's army
are placing themselves at the disposal
of federal authorities - at ~various
points thruout the country, the most
important submission to date being
that of Gen. Cheche Campos who has
led 1200 of h's men to a subtrb of

Torreon and is now  mustering them
out ;

‘| ernment to énact

Toronto ~ Board of Trade's
Resolution Upheld by Small
Majority, Tho Hostile
Forces Contended Issue Is
Political One—Want Royal
Commission to Investigate
High Cost of Living.

Press.)—Asscssment reforjg was dis-
cussed at some length at the session
of the Associated Doards of Trade,
held today, and by a small majority it
was decided to memorialize the gov-
ernment to adopt legislation allowing
the municipalities some measure of
Iocal option in the matter of legisla-
tion. b

Other resolutions were adopted,
améng them being one asking the
government to establish a commission
to enquire into and produce if pos-
sible a remedy for the high cost of
living, the establishment of 'a govern-
ment railway from Sudbury north, the
bullding of more railways in New On-
tario to develop that countrmy, and on
other less important matters. Col.
Ponton, Belleville, was elected presi-
dent for the year. 5

The board favored meeting in To-~
ronto next year, and a resolution was
passed to. that effect. The “executive
will deal with that matter as well as
the arrangements for an excursion
into, Northern Ontarlo, '

Assessment reform created a long,
discussion at the meeting, it being the
most important to pick for discussion
at the session. A resolution was in-

troduced by C. B. Watts of tha To-
ronto Board of Trade asking the gov-
legislation giving
municipalitiés some measure of loca
option- in dealing with the gquestion
of assessment, .
“Cities’ Growth Retarded.

vocating the policy, declaring that
the présent method. of asscssmernt was
not equitable. Speculators held va-
cant property in cities for big prices

tand kept back the development of the

muniéipalities. Were the burden of
taxation placed on the land it would

Ystirbulate building and encourage de-

velopment. . He instanced nlmerpus
cases in Toronto where land was held
4t 4 high price;-altlio the assessiment
was low because there were *either no
buildings or very poor structures. Mr.
Waitts declared that the City of Lon-
don would have to pay three or four

es the assessed -value of property
for .the federal square. ' The western
method was advocated by him. 1In
many of the cities there buildings were
‘not assessed at all, and in others not
more than 20 or 30 per cent.

: Home Smith Opposes.

R, Home Smith decclared that the

resolution had passed. the board of
trade by some political strategy and
was therefore not representative of the
opinion of the larger portion of the
members of the board. The question
was a party question and such ques-
tions should be avoided.
* “This question of tax abuse is advo-
cated . by long-haired theorists, who
do -not know what they are tajking
about,” he declared. {

The west, he continued. has been
pointed-to as an example of how this

‘scheme works out. As o matter of fact,

building In the west was over-estimat-
ed. There was no nged to stimulate
building in Ontario. It progress along
this line was excellent. The advocates
of this scheme pointed to thé heavy
burdens of taxation borne by the pgor.
The remedy would help the. working-
man very little. He favored a grad-
yated assessment for workingmen's
homes and in this way cquity could
be done. Exemption of the. assess-
ment on bdildings would inevitably
increase the tax rate and as municipal
finaneing was a serious problem at
the present time, municipal authori-
ties would be given-a setbark., Land
values were liable to contract.

; Amendment Defeated.

“The land speculator reigns supreme
in the west, where this scheme is sup-
posed to have remedied all evils,” de-
clared Mr. 8mith. “Unearned incre-
ment should be taxed a certain per-
centage, but your methods will not-d6—
it . !

He suggested an amendment to the
effect that the Ontario Government in-,
quire into the matter and see if leg-
islation could not be introduced to ob-
tain a percentage of the. unearned in-
crement,. but it was defeated by. the
delegates.

W.B.Burgoyne of St. Catharines, de-
clared that the presedt system was
wrong and proper assessment on land
values was needed He denled that
the matter was political, saying that
the jdea originated with the Conserv-
atives He proposed an amendment
providing that the gpovernment ap-

{propriate not less than 5 per cent. and

‘mot more than %5 per cent. of the dif-
ference between the gelling value. of
property and the assessment, but the
delegates would not stand for that

Mr. Watts spoke briefly, urging the
board to pass his resolution, giving
municipalitieg local option in this mat-
ter/%and it carrted by a very closa
vote, X

Co-operation. with Farmers.

A motion to encourage farmers and
farmers’ assoé¢iations to join the hoard
of trade was
MacLacnlan, of Belleville, but be-
Hore’ it was finally ‘passed amend-
ments calling for the establishment of
a department of jmmigration by the
Dominion Government, with a mini-
ster in charge, and for tle appoint-
ment of a standing committee of the .
board to deal with matters of {in-
terest to the farming community
were added to the resolution,

The necessity of more railways in
the north country was the reason of
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Mr. Watts spoke -at length in ad-
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