
THE CANADIAN MAGAZINE

criminal. Investigation, however, re-
vealed that the child' mother and
father were respectable people and
that for the offence there -was a very
simple explanation. About shop-elos-,
ing tinie the mother had discovered
that she wanted something 'very ur-
gently and she sent the boy off iu a
great hurry t<, get it, and ini order to
empliasize the necessity for haste on
his part ehe said, "If the shop je elosed
you wlll have te break in through the
window, because I simply mauet have
the article to-niglit. The boy took
her literally and the broken wlndow
was the resuit.

0f course, I don't mean to say that
ail juvenile delinquents are as ln-
nocent of evil intention as this
young window breaker. But lu every
case it is necessary to mideretand the
child, as well as to study the environ-
ment, in order to get at the cause of
the delinquency. This may ho found
te lie a bad home, or a negleetful or
ixidifferent home; the parents may be
found ta lie over indulgent or over
severe; or it may lie the «movies" or
bad companiens or bad literature; or
it may b. a combination of these and
other things. But whatever the cause,
unless we eau arrive at a correct diag-
nosis, we cannot expect or even hope
te seceed.

Even an apparently good home may
-int 'hu A irnnil lin-me ;,n ;+ci -alnfinn Ma

a ciaimucatin et: nomes
not appareutly bad lu
sense, were not good 1
ehilcben concerned. I
lews:

1. The. Puritanical,
my-boy-deadi-thau-witt
hand faniily, that driv<
child, who is humait,
and calls intolérance re'

2. The unduly trust
"knews there le nethi3
wit2i their child" and'
knowlecige the facts.

3. The eallous, Waiss
ily, that just leaves thi
nlght for their boy te

pleases and seems to, thînk that it eau
waeh its hands of ail responsibility.

4. The undiily grown up family
which lias forgotten it was ever young
and coneidere a boy wben he impro-.
vises a sleeping tent of quilts lu the
back yard and digs for huried trea-
sure under the lien house as a euh jeet
for cither the insane asylum or the
loek-up; and whicli regards the trivial
unmoeralities of children. as evidence
of a dark degenerate, viciounees.

5. The fond and foolieli family
that <'babies". a boy until lie fies te
the opposite extreme and plays the
"dead gam.e sport" at every chance in,
as lie thinke, the necessary assertion
to hie fellows of hie virihity.

6. The (not so rare) hysterical
kind, always lu an uproar, exaggcrat.
ing every petty fault a ehild has and
living in perpetnal exeitement that
wrecks self-control.

7. Last, but certainly not least, the
befligerent "hands-off-my-kld" family
whose child is a terror to the neigh.
bourhood hecause supported at home.

A most important thing to deter-
mine is, wliat are the child's moral
standards? This le a branch of in.
vestigation that le most frequentjy
overlooked. The attitude of the aver-.
age offiial, even a Juvenile Court of-
ficial, towardg a delinquent boy la te
assume that he knew perfectly welU
what was riglit and ths.t he elmply
did not do what lie knew h. ouglit
to do. But thie is an aseumptiesi
wbich ie in many cases quite unw&a..
ranted. It is quite wrong to attribute
the psychelogy of an adult official to
the boy. No doulit lu most cases the.

asesto formai questions wolc


