
Mr. Brown then raqiieiited tn liava t)io views of the
AtlminiMration, aa einroiiaed to liim, reduced to writ-

inC) for the purnme of boing «ubmitted confidentially

to hi* friendn. The following memorandum was then
pmnoeed, and, having to be aubmitted to the Cabinet
ami to the Governor General, Mr. Brown enquired
whether any objection existed to his neoing His
Excellency, whereupon he was informed that no
objection whatever existed.

Mr. Blown accordingly waited on the Governor
General, and on his return the memorandum approved
by Council and by the Governor General was handed
to him and another interview appointed for 6 P. M.,
Mr. Brown stating that he diJ not feel at liberty

either to accept or reject the proposal without con-
ulling with hu friends.

MtvMrandum.—ConJidenlial.

" The Govermment are prepared to state that im-
mediately after the prorogation, they will address
themselves, in the most earnest manner, to the
negociation for a confederation of all the British
North American Provinces.
" That failing a successful issue to such negociations

they are prepared to pledge themselves to legislation

during the next Session of Parliament for the purpose
of remedying existing difficulties by introducing
the federal principle for Canada alone, coupled with
such provisions aa will permit the Maritime Pro-
vinces and the North-Western Territory to be hereafter
incorporated into the Canadian system.
" Tliat for the purpose of carrying on the iiegocia'ions

and settling the details of the promised lei;islation, a
Royal Commission shall be issued composed of three
members of the government and three members of
the opposition, of whom Mr. Brown shall be one, and
the government pled^ themselves to give all the
influence of the Administration to secure to the said
commission the means of advancing the great object
in view.
" That subject to the House permitting the Uovern-

ment to carry through the public l>usine9B, no
dissolution of Parliament shall lake place, but ihe
Administration will again meet tha premnt llouce,"

Shortly after six P. M. the parlies met at the same
place when Mr. Brown stated that, without communi-
cating Ihe cnntenis of the confidential paper enlrusted
•u him, he had seen a sufficient number of his friends
to warrant him in expressing the belief that the bulk
of his friendn would, as a compromise, accept a
measure fur the Federative Union of Canada, with
provision for the future admissicn of the Maritime
Colonies and the Nortli-VVesl 'ierritury. To this it

was replied that the Adiniiii6tratioii could not consent
to waive the larger uueslion, but after considerable
discussion an amendment to the original proposal
was agreed lo in the following terms, subject to the
approval on Monday of the Cabinet, and of His
Kxcellencv :

" The Government are prepared to pledge them-
selves to bring in a measure, next session, for
the purpose of removing existins difficulties by intro-
ducing the Federal principle into Canada, coupled
with such provision as will 'permit the Maritime
Provinces and the North-West Territory to be incor-
porated into the same system of Government.
" And the Government will seek, by snnding Re-

presentatives to the Lower Provinces, and lo
England, to secure the assent ol those interests
which are beyond the control of our own Legislation
to such a measure an may enable all British North
America to ba united under a general Legislature
based upon the Federal principle.''

Mr. Brown then stated that having arrived at a basis
which he believed woidd be generally acceptable to
the great mass of his |)olitical friends, he had to
add tliat, as the proposition was so general in its

tenns, and the advantai^o of the mea.iuro depended
so entirely on the details that might finally be adopted,
it was the very aoneral feulinu of liis friends that
security must be Kiven for the fairness of those details
and the good faith with which the whole movement
Nhould be prosecuted by the introduction into the
Cabinet of a fair representation of his political friends.
Mr. Brown state<l that he had not put this ((uuttion
directly in his triend«, but thai ho pnri'civod very

clearly that this was tho strong opinion ol a lariie

majurity of them, and that his own (lersonal opinion

on this point (to which he AtiU adhered) was partici-

pated in by only a small number. Messrs. Macdo-
iiald, Cartier and Ualt replied that thoy had of ooiuse

understood in proposing that Mr. Brown should enter

the Government that he would not come alone, but
that the number of seats at his disposal had not been
considered by their colleagues. Mr. Brown Kaa
requested to state hi.-t views on this point, and he
replied that the opposition were half of the House
and ought to have an equal inlluence in the Govern-
ment. Messrs. Macdonald, Cartier and Gait said

this was impossible, but they would tie their collea-

gues and state their views on Monday.

On Monday, at 10. 30 A. M., Messrs. Macdonald,
Cartier and Gait, called on Mr. Brown, at the St Louis
Hotel, and stated that Sir £. P. Tachi had returned
to town, Mr. Brown accompanied them to the Provin-
cial Secretary's room, when Mr. Brown having been
asked to explain how he proposed to arrange equal
representation in the cabinet, replied that he desired

to be understood as meaning four members for Upper
Canada, and two for Lower Canada, to be chosen by
the opposition.

In reply Messrs. Cartier and Gait staled that as far

as related to the constitution of the cabinet for Lower
Canada, they believed it already afforded ample
guarantees for their sincerity, and that a change in its

ptr»on»tl would be more likely to produce embarrass-
ment than assistance, as the majority of the people of
Lower Canada, both French Canadians and English,
had implicit confidence in their leaders, which it would
not be desirable to shake in any way. That in ap-
proaching the important question of settling the sec-
tional difficulties, it appeared to them essential that

the party led by Sir E. P. Tachi, should have ample
assurance that their interests would be protected,

which, it was feared, would not be strengthened by
the introduction in the Cabinet of the Lower Canada
opposition.

Mr. Macdonald stated as regards Upper Canada,
that in Ills ojiinion iha roduoliun to two of the number
of the (ienllemen in the Cabinet who now represen-
ted Upper Canada, would involve the withdrawal of
Ihe confidence of those who now support them in the
House of Assembly, but that he would be prepaiwd
for the admission into the Cabinet of three Gentlemen
of the opposition on its being ascertained that they
would bring with them a support equal to that now
enjoyed by the Government from Upper Canada.
Mr. Brown asked in what manner it was proposed

the six Upper Canada ministers should be selected,
was each party to have cartt-blanche in suggesting
to the Head of the Government the names to be
chosen ? To which Mr. Macdonald replied that, as
a matter of course, he would expect Mr. Brown to be
himself a member of the administration, as affording
the best, if not the only guarantee, for the adhesion of
his friends.

That Mr. Macdonald on Mr, Brown giving his
consent would confer with him as to tha salecUon of
Upper Canada colleagues from both sides, who should
be the most acceptable to their respective friends,
and most likely to work harmonioi:sly for the great
object, which, alone, could justify the arrangement
proposed. ^

Mr. Brown then entiuired what Mr. Macdonald
nroposed in regard to the Upper Canada leader-ehip.
Mr. Macdonald said that, as fnr as he was concemaa,
he wonkl not with propriety, or without diminishing
his nselulnoss, alter his position, but that ha wa«, aa
he had lieen for some time, anxious to retire from tha
Govemment, and would be quite ready to faoilitata
arrangement by doing so. Of coursa he could not
retire from the Government without Sir Etianne
Tachi's consent

Mr. Brown then staled that without discussing Ihe
propriety or reasonableness of tha proposition, he
would consult his friends and give an early reply.

Tuesday.—The respective parties being occupied
during the forenoon in consulting their friends, a
meeting was held at two P. M., at which were pre-
sent Sir t. P Toch*, Mr. Ma.donald, Mr. Cartier,
Mr, (tnji and Mr. Brown.
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