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HARVARD LAW REVIBW.

Ti i' is u eolleetion in one \oiuim- of the liiK iinu-nli* whi. li i-on; liu the con.stitutioh of the I'oiiunion of ( ai-.nia.

lUid illustrate its historical levelopinent. If to reprint a nuiiilier of llie«« old AcIb kiid Conventio;:*. and iicooinpmn

them witl'i hist-'i-ieal inforniation and references in the form of 'lot* s. Ap|H>ar)< either no very ditticult thiiii; to d,., or ,i

tlutiL' of uncertain \'aliie wht-n done, it must tie t^aid that the re^till it a bo,ik which a person who studies or teiuht -

(anadun constitutional lii-»or\ cannot afford to neglect. The nee 1« of stiidenta of political and leval lu-iencp in

universities and law sclio.iU are held primarily in view in the iw-hi-iiw of tins work; but it also presents facts whit!'

men «ho are not speciiilislij. but who rare for History, wish to liiin- at coniniaiid. Ktpecially notewnrtliV i;ronps of

ireatii r- are tlio»e relatini; to extradition and to the fisherioe Htipnlatc^n with Frano* and the I'nited States.

POLITICAL SCIENCE QUARTERLY (New York).

Ml. He naton opens with an introductirv chapter on the mellod of studying hi:itor\ in general and (anailian

c- nstitiitional history in particular. He advocaief the study of tli* (to<-anient> themaelves. without the aid. or as

he would call it, the interference of lectures. . . . The notes w looli have lieen placed at the end of some of the

croups of di'cnnicnt- show the source of the texts and explain oh-iurities, thus rendering much aid to tl-e student of

tl-.e subject

-

NEW YORK NATION.

While the value of this collection as a m"re work of refereiic. ii obvious and inconte'stable, t'ne author has also

had ill mind its u»e in tin- historical seminary, as he points out in i sfnaible intrcxltidtion. lie has omitted all Kremih

dicinneiits excejit the Capitulations of (,)n-bec and M-nitreal, > ; 'lie ground that the line of development of the

('Hiiadian Constitution leads hack to the colonial governments of what ia now the United Slates, by wav of our con.

"titution, which he reprints after very careful collation with origin d notea. In like manner, his i lironologic-;il table is

arranged with right and left liand entries so as to show side by sii!» the events for ('ainnla and the rnite.l Slates.

, , In ihort, Mr, Honston'a scholarly labors are of international ntility, and hit Tolnme should And a plaoe in all
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EBINBUBttH UOTtllM.

Mr. William HoDston's collection of " Documents" will be waled iwc to stndentsoflntornational law generally, and

particularly so to any one who wishes to study the political developilient of the Dominion of Canada in its historical

aspect. The book is all the more valuable because it is rather that of a librarian than of a professor. Tin- antlmr,

that is to say, does not set forth any view of his own or statement of his own. but puts the documents in the liainls of

the reader that he may draw his own ci'iiolusionn. Skill of the most useful kind is shown both in the selection of the

ndminicleH of politiual right brought together in the book, in the oaiefn!. helpful, and coiiilensed notes that accompany

them, and in the volume's eipiipment of chronological tables, index, and appendixes The statntes. treaties, and coin

missions teach lietter than a book of lectures could the history of the Canadian constituti-Mi.

TORONTO GLOBE.

Considered merely as a work of referince. Mr. Houston's hook i- cviee iiiigly important and n-iefiil. Hut the

author thinks, and we agree with hmi. that it will seive a stilt more important purpose, namely, as a Iiasis for a

thorougti study of the political history of Canada, 'ii the introdnution. wliicli is not Itic least xaluatite part of the

work, he states liis views on the teaching of this subject. The history of tlie constitution i-i to lie traced laigely by

means of documents, and it is better for tlie student to read and try to understand these for himself than to derive his

knowledge of them " from a text book writer's gloss, or a lecturer's interpretation." Mr. Houston's work is a \-cry

important step towards the making of an accurate and comprehensive history of Canada

TORONTO EMPIRE.

It has Bometimes lictp asserted in a general way that Canada has no history A work. Iiovever. has just U'eii

published by William Houston. M.A.. which not only displays considerable erudition and praiifwoiihv diligence, hut

opens up a rich mine of knowledge ii|><in cunstitiitions. institutions, and international law. in so far as (Jaimda is con-

earned. . . No statesman, man of letters, or patriotic Canadian hut will b' glad to welcome this volume as a con

tribution to the memory of those historic events and tiui'is which have exerted such an effect upon the monlding of this

voniiu nationality.


