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\b LIFE OF MOHA.M.Ml::!!).

lie had spruii";' IVom thino own loins ; for ull the honour thou &ho\ve«4t

unto him shall be trebled unto tlipc. IJo more than ordinarily careful

in thy treatment towards hlin, for It will be pnifl thee with interest.—
Give him the preference before thine own children, for he excecdeth
them find all mankind in excellenry and perfection. Take notice, that
whensoever he calleth upon thee, thou answer him not as an infant, as
his lender npre may require, but ns thou wouldst reply to the most aged
and venerable person when he asketh thee any question. Sit not down
to thy repasts of any sort soevei, cither alone or in company, till thy
worthy nephew Mohammed is seated at the table before thee ; neither

do thou ever ofier to taste ofany kind ofviands, or even to stretch forth

thine hand towards flie same, until he hnth tasted thereof. If thou ob-
eervcst these my injunctions, thy ^oods shall always increase, and in

no-wise be diminished.''

Whether Abj Talcb recognised in the depositc thus solemnly com-
imitted to his trust an object of such high destiny and such profound
veneration as his father' ts language would imply, we are not informed

;

but there is good evidence that he acted touarils his nephew the part
ol a kind friend and protector, g' ving him an education, scanty indeed,

but equal to that usually received by his countrymen. His followers,

litis true, in order to magnify their prophet's supernatural gifts, and
liendcr the compo^hion ofthe Koran a greater miracle, generally affirm

jthat he was wholly illiterjile. neither able to r*>ad or write. In this,

[indeed, they are authorised by the pretensions of Mohammed himself,

1 shared among bis^^ho says, " Thus have we sent down thebook of the Koran unto thee.
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I'fhou couldst not read any book before tbif ; nvit^er couldst thou write
|it with thy right hand : then h;td the gninsayers justly doubted ol the
divine original thereof." " Believe, therefore, in God and his apostle,

[tlie illiterate prophet." But in ih K'lcan, a complete fabric ofimpos-
|tiire, the last thing we tire i<> e.<p» '> is an lionest adherence to truth.

[here is a!)undant evidpncv. from the pages of this sj^urious revelatioa

tlself, that writing v-ns an art in r«)mmon use ,»mong the Arabs at that

lime. The following precept concerning bonds puts it beyond question.

0, true believers, when ye bind yourselves one to the ether in a debt
|or a certain time, write it down ; v.ml let a writer wlte between you
|icccrding to justice, and let not the writer refuse w riting according td

fhat God hat!: taughi him " VVt- learn also that All Taleb. the son of
IbuTaleb, and cousifi of Mohammed, with whom the prophet passed
|ii$ childhood, afterward became one of his scribes, of whom he had
number employed in making copies of the Koran ns its successive

bortions were revealed to him. How did it happen that Abu Taleb
Ihould have had his son instructed In writing, and not his nephew ?—
The city of Mecca, moreover, being a place of traffic, the merchants
rtusthave hourly felt the want of some mo<1e of recording their trans-

Ictions ; and as we are informed that Mohammed himself was for se-

leral years engaged in mercantile pursuits before he commenced the
|ropagation of a new religion, it is scarcely supposeable that he was
[nacquainted with the use of letters.

Of the infancy, childhood, and youth of the future prophet no au-
bentic details have reached. The blank has indeed been copiously
iipplied by the fabulous legends of his votaries, but as they are utterly
loid ofauthority, they will not repay the trouble of transcription. Be-
pg destined by his uncle to the profession ofa merchant, he was taken
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