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und^rftandlngs, and whofe minds are open to conviction. Pro-

pie of ihi. chamber, it is prcfumed. w.U fee the neceffity of y^-

rix^v. up the prefcrt fyftem of American politics, as eflentially

xvrong and dtftruaive ; and of entering unanimoufly upon mo-

dn-J and conciliating racafurcs, as they rci;ard the icftoratioii

of peace and tja.^qu-Uty in this, heretofore, happy countrj.

The vjreat object in view, Ihouid be a general Jmer:crtn Ccn-

jl,ru::,n:on a free and generour, Pian, worthy of Great-Bnunn

TO < ive, and of the coUics to receive. 1 his is now becomt:

neceffary to the mutual intcreft and htnour, both of the Pa.en

Kingdom and its American uftspring. buch an eftabnihuHMU

is only to b<. obtained by decent, candid and rclpedlful applica-

tion ; and not by conipulfion or thrcatning. To think of iuc-

ceedingby force of arms, or by ilarving the nation ^fojicom^

pliancc. is a proof of (hamerul ignorance, pr.de and ftupidity

^11 fuch projeas muft operate ten times more forcibly againlt

^.urfelves, than againll Gre.^f-Britain. They are. at be I, but

rt»^y .U7>. and Pow'JJodijh ; and therefore inconfiften. with

evcrV maxm of found wiidom and genuine Pairiot.fm.

All violent oppc-fition to lawful auihonty partakes of tlie

nature of rebellion ; and a rebellion of the Colonies, whether

it fliouid k»ovc fuccefsful or anfuccefslul, would nccdiarily

t.rniinaic in ruin and dellruftion. We »'/ "^^ »" '^^ ";-

moil danger of heiiig hurried, before we are fenfibie of u. u, o

this delpSate and drcadJul ftate, when moit of us th.nk that ue

have grievances to c. mplain of, in co: fequencc ol the exercde

of unconlUtutumal power ; and when many are praa,c:ng every

v/icked ti I to f.'duce us from our allegiance. It therefore highly

ronccrns u. to be upon our guard, at fuch a critical feaion as

this Af-nulldcgvceoficflf^aion would convince us, that the

•rievan-es hi quoilion, fi.ppoling 'liein to be real. a^e. at moft,

io jnorc tbar> a jail ground fur a decent remonllrance, but not a

fufRcient reafon for ft^rcible reliftance. Thrie iwo things are

widely end eflentiaily difft^rent ; anU if we millake one for the

Kthfr. the confequence miy be fatal.

It has been fu'lv iTiewn, ihat a rebellion of the colonies can

jiive no realon^Vhle profpcct of fucceeding ; and that it tnuft

«fovc the dettxucuon of all that are concerned ,n it. But lup-

rofinz that it were likely to fuccced, it is of ihc utmoft impor-

tt»ce to c<>nftdec what we Ihouid gain by; it ;
which would be.

»fter the d«>foktion of our country, and the facrifice of thou-

hwii Pf livesi.an exemption from the authority of the Bntim

Parliiancnt, aiiul fiibjcftion to the authority of an American re-

^jll^ A bk«4 e^l^ange shis 1 efpcciall/ if we tai^^ »"'<>

.u: r.'l.'i

V'^


