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THE evils attendant on a hurried outfit and departure, as is

the usual man-of-war custom, were in no wise mitigated

in the case of the Royal Naval Expedition, fitted out at

Woolwich, in 1850, to search for Sir John Franklin's Squad-

ron ; and a general feeling of joy at our departure prevailed

amongst us, when, one fine morning, we broke ground from

Greenhilhe.

llie " liesolute" and " Assistance" had a couple of steam-

ers to attend upon them ; whilst we, the " Pioneer" and " In-

trepid," screwed and sailed, as requisite to keep company.

By dark of the 4th of May, 1850, wo all reached an anchorage

near Yarmouth; and the first stage of our outward journey

was over.

No better proof of the good feeling which animated our

crews can be adduced than the unusual fact of not a man
being missing amongst those who had originally entered,

—

not a desertion had taken place,—not a soul had attempted

to quit the vessels, after six months' advance had been paid.

Here and there amongst the seamen a half-sleepy indiffer-
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