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t>icy poflibly expcdl obedience in fuch a cafe as thhf
Would chey themfclves, in a fimilar cafe, even under a

connpetenc legidative authority, fubmit to laws whicb
would deftroy the great end of all laws, ScUPrefcrva-

tion i Human nature fays. No. The Genius of the

Cnglidi conftitution fays. No. The nation itfelf hatll

heretofore faid. No ; and a great oracle * of its laws

has given his fanftion to the verdifb— ** In cafes of na-
•' tional oppreflion, fays he, the nation hath very jufti"
** fably rifen as one man, to vindicate the original con-
'* traft, fubfifting between the King and people."

And—" If the fovereign power threaten defolation to a
*' (late, mankind will not be reafoned out of the feelings

^* of humanity, nor facriBce liberty to a fcrupulous ad*
* herence to political maxims.**

If the cafe of America does not come within the

above defer iption, there fecm«j to be no equity left upon
earth ; and whatever is exaded by force muft be yielded

through fear. But iF judice be any thing more than a
name, it is fureiy a folecifm in politics to fay, that one
part oF a free country has a right to command that

which the other " cannot obey without being Jlaves, nor
*' re/iji without being rebels,** Yet to fuch a fad dilem-

ma does the parliamentary claim of a *' right to bind
•' us in all cafes whatfoever," reduce America ; invol-

ving in it a total furrender of our liberties ; fuperfeding

the ufe of our own legiflatures ; marking us with fuch a

badge of fervitude as no freemen can confent to wear ;

and fubjedtingus to burdens laid by thofe who are notonl/

unacquainted with our circumflances, and bear no pare

of the weight, but eafe themfelves in proportion as they

load ws. If this be law, if it be equity, it has no'cxam-
ple among any other people, polTcfling the lead glim-

merings of virtue or native freedom.

But although this claim be fo repugnant to every

idea of natural as well as legal juilice, that the guilt of
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