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with. them, and was often godfather to their chil-

dren ; if his godchild died, he has even more than
once attended their funerals. He was very inquifitivc

about trade, yet he confefled it was what he lead un-
derftood: but his eftablilhment of the commerce in

St. Peccrfburg, and bringing the greatcft part of it

from Archangel •, the premiums he offered to thole

who (hould find out new branches of trade ; his fet-

ting up and encouraging new manufadories of linen

and hemp in his own country, the great counte-

nance he gave to foreign merchants, and many other

fuch like circumftances, are certain indications that

he underftood, in many inftances, the means of ad-»

vancing commerce as well as the great end of it.

This prince made even his pleafures and amufe<<

mcnts fubfcrvient to the important ends of his go-
vernment. He had more than once received very

melancholy proofs of the impatience of his fubjedls

under the reformation which he had planned, and
was now accomplifhing : this rendered him extreamly

fufpicious of them. ^As mens hearts arc generally

moft open in their cups, he often drank with them
liberally, fometimcs at court, and oftener at their own
houfes. His manners feemed to be rude, in rcquir-

' ingeven the ladies, upon certain occafions, to fwallow

goblets of wine, or other ftrong liquors ; but in this

he had his views : drinking is flill the vice of Ruffia,

but in a more elegant manner than in paft times.

He had frequent convulfive diftortions of his head

and countenance, contraded by a fright in his youth,
' upon an occafion when his life was in danger ; but in

fuch cafes it was always the rule of the company he

was in, to look down, or a different way, and purfuc

their difcourfe without feeming to regard him.

To prevent a furprife or any attempt on his life, he

would never lie alone : when he was not with the em-
prefs or other companion, he ordered one of his

chamberlains to deep with him : which was an un-

comfortable fituation to them, as he was very angry
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