
NORTH AMERICA 275.

brokeni by the perfidy of the French court, which

difapproved of thcfe proceedings, and refolved to ha-

rafs the EngliQi before their town was built, and their

fortifications eredled. Inllru£lions were therefore fent

from France to be communicated to the defccndants

of the French in Nova Scotia, and immediately the

fcene was changed. The French engaged the Indians

to ufe their «tmoft endeavours to preventTthe new co-

lony from proceeding; and. the year in which peace

was proclaimed and Cape Breton rellored, was noc ex-

pired, when the town began to be frequently attacked

in the night ; and the Engliih, in a country which in

the ftrongeft terms had been fecured by treaty to the-

Britidi crown, could not (lir into the adjoining woods^

without the danger of being (hot, fcalped, or taken

prifoners. The Englifli however profccuted the fet-

tiement with indefatigable indudry, and the town, as

bas been already mentioned, was foon happily finifh*

cd . .

f-. But it was impoOible to clear woods, and plough,

lands without feparating into i'mall parties ; and this

work was rentlered extremely dangerous; for though

|he French and Indians durft noc attack any confider*

gble body of the Iinglilli, yet they frequently fell up-

on fmall parties ', and though they had been often re*

pulfed, they always returned whenever they could find

an opportunity of doing it to advantage. Complaint

of this open war in a time of peace, was now made
to the court of France, when his Mofl: Chriftian Ma-
jelly propofed that commifiaries ihould be appointed

to fettle the bounds of Nova Scotia 5 but thofe of the '

French, endeavouring by all the arts of fophiftry to

prove, that Nova Scotia, ceded to the Englilh, by the

treaty of Utrecht, was no more than the peninfula o£

(hat country, the iiritiOi commiiTaries juliified our

claim


