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responsible government to the Territories ; but, in passing,

I wieh to say that when that Bill is brought in, or probably

it might be done now, a large portion of territory should be

given to the Local Government to bo used by it for subsidiz-

ing branoh lines of railway. I am not fond, as this House
knows, of drawing comparisons with what is done in the

United States; but I may state that when they organise a
territory in the United States, they pay oat of the Federal

treasury all the expenses that we do, they give the territories

the school lands and the swamp lands, as we have done in the

case of Manitoba ; but they do more than that. When Minne-
sota, Wyoming, Dakota and Montana were organised, each of

these Territories got a large extent of territory for subsi-

dising branch lines. Minnesota, with 83,000 square miles

(Assiuiboia has 93,000 square miles), received land for sub-

sidising 1,800 miles of railway, and with the swamps, started

in Tiossession of one-third of the Territory, What does that

policy enable these Territories to do? It gives them, while
young, that nutriment and vital force, without which any-
thing young cannot thrive. As the right hon. the Prime
Minister is now acting Minister of Eailways, I should like

to call his attention to this fact. At this hour the Govern-
ment of Minnesota receives an income of $600,000 a year, 3
per cent, on the gross earnings of the lines of railway that

it chartered and subsidised since 1849, when it was organ-

ised. But it may be said :
" Ah, but those Territories were

very populous. Not at all. la 1849, when Minnesota was
organised, it had only a population of 6,000, and the
aggregate population of all the four Territories at th«^ respec-

tive dates of their organisation did not equal by five or
six thousand the population of the North- West today. That
is a point which I submit as well worthy of the considera-

tion of the Government, because I think we may err on the
side of keeping the strings too much in our hands
here at Ottawa, and not giving sufficient scope for the young
giant, for which I plead here to-day, to develop his limbs.

Now, it will be said to us, no doubt, you have got the
Mounted Police. So we have, and we are very glad to have
ihem ; but elsewhere you have batteries, militia, and mili-

tary schools, and we pay for thoee just as well as you pay
for the Mounted Police ; and before you know where you
are, 1 believe in the next five years, you will find

we shall have a population in those Territories which
will be subscribing to your military schools, and
batteries, and militia just as much as yon are sub-
scribing to the North West Mounted Police. And re-

member that in any case the cost of defence would
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