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&7? p.m., and started to the station to make ar-

rAii^emeutB to get our ba|2Kage ch»;ckeil fjr Win-
nipi-g ; but Low ^reat waa our disappointnieut

to fiu(i thu Htation lucked up, aud not a bouI

around to givu any information ! The Btation

was nt-aily ail surrounded by water, the track

beini? only a few inches above the Burfacf.

At first we could discover no feign

of human habitation, but at )"»t dU
covered tw > houses about half a miie distant,

but did U' t feel like wading out to them. We
were not ki-:>t lon.s' waiting, however, before the

ftation aKeut arrived in a wa^'gon aud consolfd

us with the information that it was uncertain
when we could get on to Winnipt-g, hut we might
rest for the present sa iii> truin w.nilii Jmvo until

><eaf noou oil Sunday. Had it be<-u another day
I would have Btaid over night along with niy
couipiinion,ad the conductor of thu train we came
in told uft we might occupy the c^ra over idght
But atHUud)wa I started on the track to timer-
sou, two aud a half mileH diBf.ant, and aa the
Emerson htatiou in a half ndle from the hotel we
were to Btup in, I got acquainted with

MANITOBA MUD,

which seems to be very friendly with your boot?,

as it lisfs ui> and cornea along without any coax
ing, I h;ive travelled on luore sticky roads near
Ottawa, where the mud would like to keep your
Iwots and let you go ahead yourself ; but if you
are determined to go, the greater part of the mud
would prefer waiting where it was. Here, on
the contrary, you tiu'ige along until the load of

mud Beta too heavj ; then you ecrape it ( ff with a
(ttick and go ahead, the only dilKculty being the
weight of mud, and not its adhesion to the reat

of the road. At
EMERSON

we foimd four hotels overcrowded, and were told

that the best that cou'd be done for us was a
"shake down" on the iloor. After a good sup-
per we wanted to go to bed, having had little

Bleep since leaving JMontrcal. Contrary to ex-

i:ecta1ion, I was furnished with a regular bed,
the excuse being that one of their regular lodgers
had goi'o away for the night; but there miglit

have been other reasons, as our landlord had
made the discovery that I had BOinethii?g to clo

with the Witness. Many of the transit- nt in-

habitants of Emerson slept that and the follow-

ing- night on the floor, without any extra bed-
clothes, and not a few camped ot»t in htables or
wherever they could get a little hay to sleep on.
On Sunday morning the Ottaw.-i party arrived,
.•vnd I met some of the members of the Jtobin-
K'.n party from Montreal. These had hit Mont-
real on Monday morning, thiity-cix hourii before,

and reached St. Vincent fifteen hiuirn after me.
They complained badly of their treatment aud
delays along the road, for although they had been
detained several hours at vaiioua Btations, yet
they could never learn how long they were go-
ing to stop, HO they had to stick to the train,

and could not go and look for refreshments. The
conductors, when asked for information about
the length of time they were likely to remain,
either could not or would not give any informa-
tion further than that the train mi^ht start at
any moment. This treatment of the passengtra
waa bad enough, but the

CUCKLTT TO THE HORSES

was many time<i worse, as they were kept in the
card (contrary to law, I belie\e) from Port Huron

to St. Vincent, near 1,200 milee, without ever
getting elf for feed or water. Their owners tried
to feed aud water them as best they could, and
had often to travel a considerable distance along
with the horses, at no little ri>-k from crubhiog,
to accumpliBh th's result. Two or three of
the hordes gave out by the way and were
left to recuperate, a man being always
left to take care of them. When the cars
reached St. Vincent on Sunday morning
the ownera of horses were anxious to get them
off the cars, as they had been cIoko prisoners
since Wtdiieaday at noon ; but through some
red-tapeism some of the boiiiliiig patera had not
bten forwaided, and altlough it waa no fault of
the horse-owners, the poor horses were kept iu
the crowded cars until after four o'clock Sun-
day afternoon. Some of tb^'i^e horses I did not
see, as they were sent on to Winnipeg, but about
six o'clock twenty- five vt them reached Emer-
son and were at once taken across the ice on the
Red River as they were destined fc Pembina
Mountains. This mode of crossing the river is

not altogether unknown in the Ottawa region.
The river is about 250 feet wide aud has been
rising pretty rapidly of late, bo that the centre
ice is above water for over 100 feet wide, while
on each side there is a space of 50 or 60 feet
under water, which, near the shore, is 3J feet
deep, but slants upward towarda the centre ice.

The poor horses, some of which showed signs of
recent hard work in the shanties, looked rather
d( jected after their long ride, and were averse to
going into l«he water, but one of the men would
mount the tallest horse and lead one or two
others into the water, while the rest were
driven after. When they got on to the centre
ice, some of the horses ran away down the river
on the ice, but were caught and brought back,
and again had to go through the water to the
west side, having got wet about halfway up
their sides. The reason for hurrying them across
on Sunday evening was the dangerous condition
of the ice, aad I have been told to-day that the
ice attached to the weatern shore Laa bince broke
up. Thu poor nags had to stand all night on the
opposite shore without the least shelter, although
a cold north-west wind was blowing, and I can
I'ee them standing there Btill as I am writing this

letter. They are being fed with prairie hay,
but no oats can be gotten for them here at pre>
sent.

Emerson, April 2, 1879.

HOW EMIGRANTS ABE THEATED- CROSSIKQ THB
BED ItlVER—SOME IJlbCLOHUllKS 1 HAT N£KD
THE ATT£NTIOIf OP THE GOVEUSMliNT.

Sib,—As most people aro uv.are, the first im-
prei-sions made on the mind of a traveller oa
reaching a new country are difficult of removal

;

couaequently, it should be the object of any
government who wishes to attract and retain

immigrants from other lands to make all p(>ssi-

ble provision for their comfort on arrival. I
will in this letter give a short account of my
first three days' experience in the great North-
West. The iirst day at Eiueraon being
Sunday I visited the three city churches,

aud heard three sermons. The first was iu

the Episcopal church at 11 am. .where there

were just a dozen hearers. At three p m , alx ut

thirty-five people i embled at the Presbytt-rian

church. There wculd probably have been mire
hearers at this church were it not that the churcii


