
BATTLE OF QUEENSTON HEIGHTS.

September aa a rule proved cool and pleisant,

but October was ushered in by furious

storms, and sudden changea of temperature

which prevented most of the Indian corn

from maturing, and blighted the lingering

hopes of the farmers.

Besides several large scows for the

transport of cannon, the Americans had

bb){ua to build three gun-boats at Black

i: ick, the destruction ot which 15rock

frankly confessed he would have attempted

had he not been restrained by his insiruc

tious. The Indiana were strictly prohibited

fium crosaiog the river under any pretence,

and were closely watched and guarded. . A
party which ariived from the west to v'sit

Colonel Glaus, biiuging with them a bundleof
scalps, were sharply rebuked and pledged
not to oifend in that way again These
rigid precautious had the '^tfecc of diminish-

iug tho number of thc^ie with the army
uutil it (lid nut much exceed one hundred.
A variety ot motivbs ".bsolutely forced

Cruneral Van Rensselaer to assume the

uli'tiusive. Duriug September six regimeuts
of regular infantry, live of New York
militia, a battalion of rifles and several

b<itteriea of artillery had joined his army.
The fennsylvduia contingent had assembled
at Meadville on the 20ch, and was marching
to Buffalo. Forage and provisions had
already begun to grow scarce, and the
autuutn raius would undoubtedly increase

the ravages of disease already frightfully

prevalent among his militia. Dearborn
tttronxly urged him to attempt the

passage of t^e river, aa he declared they
inusd reckon upon obtaining possession of

Upper Canada before the winter set in,

a!i»uriug him at the same time that Hanisun
would uivttde the province by way of

Detroit with six (HVNieven thousand men,
while another strong body of troops was
already aHsembled at Sackett'a Harbor,
where a squadron was fitting out to contest
poHtie^sion of Like Ontario, and he, in

persou, would thieaten Montreal from Lake
Chaiiipl.'un. The ultimate auccess of these
operatinnt. he regarded as almost certain,
l>ui he warned him that much would depend
ou his movements on the JNiagara, Monroe,
Secretary of State, openly ascribed the in-

aotiviiy of ths armies in New York to the
ellocts (if disaffection, which he declared
hiiil piraly/.ed the etforts of the adminlstra-
tiou and rendered the measures of Cunwiress
inoperative. The militia now clamored
loiioly to be led against the enemy, and did
nut hesitate to accuse their commander of

luUiiwarmness and cowardice, whiljB tome of

their olhsers announced their inteu
tiou of invading Canada without waiting

for ordera from him, yet a trifling incident

served to indicate how little dependencA
was to be placed on their aasistence. A
sentinel near Schlossen was shot on hia beat

in the night by some unknovn person, and
an entire company instantly threw away
their arms and took to their heels, never
stopping till they had gained the main
camp at Lewiston. Early in October he
summoned a council of war, to whioh he in-

vited General Smyth, who had just taken
command ot a brigade of regular troops at

Buffalo ; General Hall, of the New York
militia, and the commandant of each resi-

menfi of United States troops, Smyth
showed his contempt for the mili'xia general

under whom he waa forced to serve by
neglecting to attend ot even to apologize for

hia absence. Van Kensielaer had intended
to conGentr\te the whole of hia regular

troops near Fort Niagara and the militia at

Lewiston, and attempt the paasage of the

river siuiultaneously at both places, but
in consequence of Smyth's misconduct this

schuine was abandoned and he determined
to crosi from the latter place, only aa he
felt iiatistied that the forces he had already
assembled then were amply sufficient for

the purpose. ^ taffolBcera, under one pre-

text and another, had visited the British

lines and the result of their observationa

coupled with information received from hia

apies had made him pretty thoroughly ac-

quainted with the members and conipoaition

of the forooa opposed to him.

No doubt was entertained of at least

partial success. lie confidently anticipated

being able to secure a foothold in Canada
where he could establish his arrry >.o winter-

([uartera and prepare for an early campaign
next year. More than eight thousand
troops were assembled under hia command
of whom about half were regulars. Three
hundred artillery and eight hundred regu-

lar infantry occupied Fort Niagara, and
nine hundred regular soldiers and 2,270
New York militia were encamped near
Lewiston. At Buffalo General Smyth had
1,650 regular troops, three hundred and
eighty six detached militia, two hundred
and fifty sailors, and four hundred ludiana
besidej the local militia. Part of the
Pennsylvania brigade of two thousand men
had also arrived. Many batteaux and flat-

bottomed boats were in readiness at Black
Rock, Tonawanda, and Gill's Creek above
the Patia, and at Lewiaton and J^'our Mile
Creok below, and a auffiuient number could
be collected at any given point in a few
hours to carry over a thouband men. Hia
train of held artillery waa large and w«ll-

eqiiipped.


