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en the session. A readiness on the part
of the governmcnt with their Buis and an
equally honest readlness to answer ques-
tions and give Information when asked
for, would put a stop to nlnety-nine pet
cent of the discussions and thnie wasted lia
the other House ln the consideration of
measures 'whieh corne before them.

Hon. Mr. ROSS (Middlesex)-I amn sme-
'what Impressed with the view presented
by the bon. senator f rom Halifax, althougli
T feel that we should tbank the hon. sent-
ator trom Wellington for brlnging up the
subject. 1 feel as If the i-egulation of the
discussion of the other House iengthened
debates and matters germane to the pro-
longation of the session, are matters wlth
which we bave realiy nothing to do tinless
It is made quite clear that the conduct
of thé other House Interferes with the
operation of parliamentary Institutions or
brings discredit upon thie governmeât ot
the country. 0f course, as a brandi of
parliament, we are lnterested ln main-
taining the dignIty of parliament wlietlier
represented by the House of Commons or
by tliis Chamber. Beyond that, I would
feel, If 1 were a member of the House of
Gommons, Ilke resenting any Interference
witl the House eitber as to the length o!
the session or the lengtb o! the discussions,
or the mode Iu which the House o! Gom-
mons conducts its business. 0f course it
goes witliout saying that this session Is a
long session; it goes wltliout seaylng thst
tbere bave been many long sessions and
after an experlence of eleven years ln the
House of Oommons, I know that speeches
are sometimes unnecessarly long, and per-
baps like other bon. members of that House
who have seats bere, 1 should pieed guiity
to having offended ln that particular my-
self. Upon my observations of the Bri-
tlèh House of Commons-and 1 think other
bon. senators wiil corro'borate that view
-the practice there Is to curtail speeches
to veéry narrow limit. In discusslng the
great South African war lt was sala that
Chiamberlain in twenty-five minutes pre-
sented the views of the government and
made a defence of the goverampnt so far
as the war was concerned. Should such a
defence be made ln our House o! Gom-
mons, I fear very much that no member o!
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that House would make a defence wlicb
lie would consider adequate ln that time.
There is no doubt party government Is
open to tliat abuse, If abuse you can caîl
It There la no doubt thait, under our iparty
system, government Is apt to be ohstruct-
ed by a resolute, determined and resource-
fui opposition. A cynic lias gala that
party government consias ln this, that

lf the cleverest men of the country are
occupying their time in preventing tlie
other hlf carrying on the government of
the country. There may be nme force
ln that, but that is one of the Incidents ln
parliamentary government, and we must
leave It largedy to the judgment of mem-
bers of the House of Gommons themselves
and let public opinion, whicli, after ail,
regulates parliament as well as individuals,
determine wliat course it should pursuie, at
the mime time expressing as 'we do in dlg-
nified and proper language our opinlon
that there Is a tendency to prolong the
session. 1 admit witli the hon. senator
from Wellington that the prolongation of
lhe session may produce the evils to which
lie refers. It la a very serlous thing for
business men t0 be absent frorn their bu-
siness, to lie prevented froni the manage-
ment of their private affairs as long as it
is necessary lni thus country to, attend a
session uf parliament. That is a serions
thing1 and the end of It may lie, as my
lion. friend bas suggested,. that smre men
wlio are adînirnbly fitted for representa-
tives ln either House, will lie deterred by
theee ircumnstances from giving the public
the benefit of their services.

This, too, is a matter whicli wll probably
cure ltself t0 a certain extent in the course
of time. As the Minister of Trade and
Commerce bias said, In our eariy days a
session of one hundred days was coneider-
ed a long session. Wlien the sesslons ex-
tended to four montlis, we coneidered we
were i'mposed upon. Matters have chang-
ed since then, and wliat the remedy is, it
fiat tie closure which bas been adopted
myseif, speaking after some experience,
thaf fhe ciosure which lias heen adopted
ln England la nof, atter al, a good thing.
There ougit f0 lie some lirait of discussion.
Ais the Duke of Wellington said, 'Tie
King's government must go on,' and If tie


