
March 16,199510588 COMMONS DEBATES

Supply

Canadians who care little about the world of dividends and 
derivatives and simply worry about making ends meet”.

Mrs. Brown (Calgary Southeast): Mr. Speaker, I thank the 
hon. member for her question. There is no denying that women 
have moved a very long way. If it had not been for the efforts of 
the feminists, if we are to use that term here, there would not be 
the level of awareness of many of the issues I cited in my text. If 
they had not spoken out change would not have occurred.

We have entered a different era. In my text I was trying to 
move us beyond the status quo. It is a challenge to government 
in terms of what I said to find ways to look at equality on the 
basis of just that with no conditions attached.

We will have to come to terms with the economic reality that 
the government has very few dollars to spend and start to rely 
more on volunteer groups as she suggested and those avenues I 
mentioned in my text to pursue and continue the evolutionary 
change.

I talked about effective and non-government subsidized 
efforts. I talked about litigation. I talked about the simple 
exercise of expression through our right to vote, putting people 
in the House of Commons. Hopefully that means women and 
men who will continue to press for change and pursue the 
opportunities we can without having to rely heavily on govern­
ments to fund initiatives. The issue of the dismantling of status 
of women is an attempt to move us beyond that point.

The government’s budget was a startling shift to a different 
spectrum on the continuum of left to right. The ideology of 
social liberalism seems to have changed. They too have em­
braced more of an economic pragmatic approach to how we deal 
with issues. I am trying to seek different ways of encouraging 
women as well as men to find alternatives rather than the status 
quo approach of going to government for money to undertake 
another policy review or to produce another report with little 
action.

It is time for this government to worry about making ends 
meet. A crippling debt and continual deficit stifling the growth 
of the nation will not lead us to prosperity. Removal of barriers 
through proper allocation of tax dollars enabling less social 
dependency and a more self-confident and trained workforce, 
empowerment if you will, will ensure that prosperous future for 
all of us, men and women.

Ms. Bonnie Brown (Oakville—Milton, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, I 
will take a moment to compliment the mover of the motion, the 
member for Quebec.

In her motion she expresses the feelings a lot of us have, that 
we would all like to do more at this time to enhance our 
civilization, the civility of our country, and we would like to 
encourage those women’s groups which have over time spoken 
out so eloquently and which have demanded more equity in their 
lives as Canadian citizens.

From that perspective I am in agreement. At the same time, as 
the government responsible for the fiscal balance of this coun­
try, we have had to cut back and it is not just on the backs of 
women, although that is the focus of today’s discussion.

It is rather pretty well in every facet of our society, whether it 
is a businessman who used to get a grant or a women’s group that 
used to get a grant. It is possible that neither may get a grant 
now. That does not mean we should leave our ideals behind. The 
member’s motion helps us to keep those ideals in the forefront 
as we struggle through this period.

I appreciate the member’s questions and look forward to 
further discussion with her at some other time.

• (1145)

As for the last speaker, the member for Calgary Southeast, I 
find it somewhat difficult to follow her logic. She described the 
1970s as the dark ages for women. She used some good 
examples to describe the days when women were less equal than 
they are today. At the same time she seemed to agree with the 
closing down of the council on the status of women and, if I am 
correct, she suggested that we should close Status of Women 
Canada.

Mr. Tony Ianno (Trinity—Spadina, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, it 
was very interesting to listen to the hon. member and her 
approach to the government’s budget.

Independence is very important to women and to all Cana­
dians. The budget is taking a first step toward encouraging more 
independence. Child care is an important aspect of that. It is not 
just a lifestyle, as the hon. member has indicated, but a need to 
allow single women especially to get back into the workforce, 
which gives them and their families dignity. They can then act as 
role models for their children and contribute in a very meaning­
ful way to Canadian society. Their children will have the 
independence to do the things they want to do.

Does the member feel there has been some progress over the 
last number of years in the way in which women can participate 
in our society today in civilian life, in the military and in 
Parliament? How does she think we got here in 1995? Was it not 
the work of volunteer women’s groups, government funded 
women’s groups, and governments of the past that put budgets 
together for Status of Women Canada to pursue the issues 
outlined by women as needing to be improved to improve 
women’s lives?

• (1150)

One aspect of the budget of the Minister of Finance concerned 
small business. We should take into account the statistics the


