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HOUSE OF COMMONS

Wednesday, April 19, 1950
The house met at three o’clock.

EXTERNAL AFFAIRS
CHANGE IN PERSONNEL OF STANDING COMMITTEE

Mr. W. G. Weir (Portage-Neepawa) moved:

That the name of Mr. Noseworthy be sub-
stituted for that of Mr. MacInnis on the standing
committee on external affairs.

Motion agreed to.

OLD AGE SECURITY

CHANGE IN PERSONNEL OF JOINT COMMITTEE

Mr. W. G. Weir (Portage-Neepawa) moved:

That the name of Mr. Cannon be substituted
for that of Mr. Gingues on the joint committee
on old age security; and that a message be sent
to the Senate to inform Their Honours thereof.

Motion agreed to.

CONTROVERTED ELECTIONS

DORCHESTER—REPORT ON TRIAL OF
ELECTION PETITION

Mr. Speaker: I have the honour to inform
the house that I have received from Hon. Mr.
Justice Belleau and Hon. Mr. Justice Savard,
two of the judges of the Superior Court of
Quebec selected for the trial of an election
petition pursuant to the Dominion Con-
troverted Elections Act, the report and judg-
ment rendered by the said judges relating to
the election for the electoral district of
Dorchester.

QUESTIONS

(Questions answered orally are indicated by
an asterisk.)

OLD AGE PENSIONS

Mr. Maclnnis:

1. Has the government made proposals to the
provinces, seeking their co-operation for the estab-
lishment of a contributory scheme of old age
pensions without a means test?

2. If so, on what date were the proposals made?
3. Have replies been received from any of the
provinces, and what was the nature of such replies?

Mr. Martin:

1. In 1945 the government of Canada, as
part of the general proposals put before the
dominion-provincial conference on reconstruc-
tion, proposed that the government establish a
system of national old age pensions entirely
financed and administered by the federal
government and paid at the uniform rate of
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$30 per month, regardless of means, to men
and women aged seventy and over in all parts
of Canada. Reference to this specific item will
be found on pages 37 and 38 of the book
entitled “Proposals of the Government of
Canada” and commonly referred to as the
green book. On page 42 of the green book,
under the heading “Implementation and
Financing of Old Age Pensions and Health
Insurance”, further reference was made to
pensions payable without a means test, as
follows:

“The proposed system of old age pensions
payable as of right without means test to
persons seventy or over would be instituted
and administered by the dominion govern-
ment and specific agreements with provincial
governments would not be essential to its
implementation.

“It is within the power of the dominion to
finance its share of the combined cost of
health insurance and of old age pensions out
of the consolidated revenue fund with such
modification of taxation as would be justified,
in the opinion of parliament, by the universal
benefits of health insurance and old age pen-
sions and by the other purposes of dominion
expenditure.

' “There are, however, some definite advan-
tages in terms of administrative efficiency,
compliance, and popular understanding of the
plans, in introducing features more specific-
ally contributory in nature and tied up more
closely with the provisions of health insur-
ance and old age pension legislation. These
additional and desirable features would be
helpful in the early and effective inauguration
of the plans and the dominion government
asks that they be provided for in specific
agreements with the provincial governments”.

2. In 1945.

3. As the proposal of the federal govern-
ment regarding national old age pensions was
made as part of the general proposals put
before the dominion-provincial conference,
the replies of the provinces dealing with the
general proposals embraced the proposal
dealing with national old age pensions.

BAIT-FREEZING AND STORAGE PLANTS

Mr. Smith (Queens-Shelburne):

1. During each of the years 1946, 1947, 1948 and
1949, how many applications were received for
assistance in the construction and operation of
fishermen’s bait-freezing and storage plants?



