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his party in this regard, who once went so
far as to advocate a building for ballet dances
and a national theatre of arts and sciences and
s0 forth. If the hion. member will look up
the record hoe will realize that his leader bad
a vision which the lion. member for Humboldt
negated here to-night.

I rose to try to induce hion. members to
look upon this not as a local area. 1 resent
anybodiv cal!ing it the city of Ottawa prejeet,
hocause I represent the beat part of the
Dominion of Canada, the area surrounding
Ottawa. In Carleton county we do not need
it as Ottawa doos, but we can use it botter
than Ottawa can.

Mr. R. R. KNIGHT (Saskatoon City): 1
say at the outset that I ar nflt opposed te
the heaîitification of Ottawa, prnvided that
it dea not tako tee great a sum of money.
It lias been an inspiration to me to-nigbt to
liston to the poetic speech of the Minister
of Vetorans Affaira (Mr. Mackcnzie) and the
less poetieal but more witty speech of the hion.
member for Fraser Valley (Mr. Cruicksbank>.
The Minister of Veterans Affairs even took
us hark to Greece and Rome, and with his
permission I should like te foiloýw him for the
time bcbng to those far distant places and te
reminil him that wbile the civilization of
Atlicns, to which hoe referred, xvas probabiy
an ideal one for some people, I cannot forget
thiat it was but upen a class seciety. I point
euit te hiim that the fine thinga whicb hoe
dr,,cribed were enjoved by oniy one ciass of
people, and that the civilization thoere xvas
biiilt by slaves. as wero the buildings. I wvould
aiso remind him that the cix'ilization of Greece,
beasting as it did these marvellous buildings,
the Acropelis, the Stadia, was like Rome with,
its Coliseum, based upon the slave market,
and that both these nations neglocted their
people. Tlu ir dc cay andi fali are matters of
history.

I inighit aise romind the scholarly minister
that if hoe knews his Horace and 1 prosumne
hoe docs-ho xxiii recali that Horace bad an
idea of a botter type of nionumnent whjchi
mniglit weil be but by mon.

Mr. IRVINE: Prohably hoe lest bis Horace.

Mr. KNIGIIT: I do net think greait build-
ings wili ever take the place of that particular
type of "menumentum." The hion. member
for Humboldt (Mr. Burton), who bias been
mucb maligned here to-nigbt for bis advocacy
of a bath in Moose Jaw, did say somnething
with whicb I beartily agree. He said, "Let us
heautify the whole ceuntryside." With that
in mmnd, I wish te say sometbing here because
I think I should be eut of order on any of the

items something which 1 have wanted to say
in a public place for a long time, andl I know
of no more public place than this. He said,
"Let us heautify the wbole countryside." I
should like to put it in reverse and say, let
us cease to make it ugly. Some hion. members
will have suspected, already to what I refer. I
want to speak of beautifleation and commercial
signs, if 1 may mention the two things in the
same breath. On coming to Ottawa I was
interested, of course, in the beautification
seheme for our national capital. I live down
off the foot of Bank street, if that is the right
way to describe it, and one day while going
down there I saw some men just at this aide
of the railway subway tearing down an ugly
dlay bank. I thought to myseif, "Here is
some of the beautification of which 1 have
heard; no doubt they are going to level this
place up and plant grass and trees." Two or
three days later, enougli lumber, zinc and xvire
were brought there to make the heart of War
Assets Corporation shudder, and seme of these
ugiy signa. were erected. I am quite sure they
took enough lumber and other mnateýrial to
build, if nlot a cottage, at least a decent
summer shelter.

On looking around the district, however, I
roalize that this particular sign is not too
incengýruous there after ail. The shacks; the
juke joints advertising soft drinks, the little
restaurants with their loud and lurid sigýna
advertising cigarettes of various kinda whicb
will cure your sore throat-no, they do not
look se bad in the eity, where men generally
have vitiated the scenery and the landscape.
Now they are trying to bring nature back into
the city by planiting trees and grass and
flowers. No; it is eut in the open country, in
the fields and the woods and upon the road-
aides that these atrocities of signa are realiy
incenigruous. One gets outside the city and
begins, shahl I say, to be soothed by the soft
green of the fields or the grey of the clouds;
thon hie runs into a great sigo. perhaps on the
aide of a hili near a littie lake. Hen. mem-
bers know the type of sign I mean, and it
bringa a jarring note into the whole landscape.
Or yon see the whole aide of a barn-and I
am astounded that any farmer would permit
bis barn to be used for this purpose-covered
with a hug-e advertisement teiling you to chew
somebody's tobacco.

I merely wanted to say that in any beauti-
fication scheme for Ottawa-and I understand
àt is to extend some considerable distance
beyond the city-I hope alI this will be remem-
bered. I would not vote a five-cent piece, if
I may use that historie phrase, for the beauti-
fication scheme of any city that would allow
along the highways contiguous to it, and, worse


