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Housing Commission~-Mr. Mackenzie King

would be the means af creating work for
artisans mrho require it at the present time.

I do not want to discuss the question just
now because in committee we shaîl be able
ta go into it -at greater length; but it is
unfortunate that the name of an official af
the gavarnment should be brought into the
discussion. H1e is not an authority on hous-
ing; hie may know somathing about finance,
but so far as housing is concerned hie knows
little.

Mr. ST-PERE: Most ai thasa witnaesses
there neyer knew anything about real estate.

Mr. HEAPS: If the lion. gentleman wishes
ta make a speech hie can do sa in bis own
good time. I will say this, that the witnessas
who appeared thera ail had probably a life-
tima of experience in the housing problem
either in this country or in other parts ai
the world. In practicaliy every country of the
world, apart from Canada, gavernments have
entered into. large and coraprebensive scharnes
af housing. We are probably the hast nation
in the wonld ta tackle the problem. and I
shouild like ta sea the governmeint proceed
with this question and go inta committee
this evening, and by the time we get thraugh
I 'hope that something will have been done
ta relieve the housing situation in Canada,
and in the second place ta provide work for
the thausands oi mechanics who have had
no employment for a number af years past.

Right Han. W. L. MACKENZIE KING
(Leader ai the Opposition): I amn inclîned
ta think that the suggestion made by the
right han. member for Argenteuil (Sir George
Perley) is a gaod one, namnely., that it rnight
be well ta see the bill bei are we further
discuss the resolutian. Much. wiil depend on
the provisions ai the bill as ta the extent ta
which it may be passible for sall parties ta
unite, an the measure. What strikes me at
the outsat is this. The proposed resolution
is ane which deals with one phase ai the
greatest ai ail problenis, that oi providing
employment. I think I amn right in aqsuming
that providing employment is ane ai the
specific aims of the biql. Not only is it
rntended ta assist in providing necassary
housing where something should be dýone ta
effeet that endý but it is hoped it will hehp
ta pravide enipleyment in a manner that,
s0 ta spaak, would serve two ends--that ai
iurnishing employment ta some ai those in
need ai work and also that of iurnishing
accommodation for some af those, in. need
ai proper housing. What is most essential
with respect ta remedying unemployment and
providing employmant-and I have said. s0
frai the beginning ai this parliament-is

that there should be, not a number of different
commissions dealing with different sche'mes
but one national commission charged with
the supervision of ail state effort towards
the relief of unemployment. What should
be done is to establish a body which will
seek to coordinate and correlate the efforts
of the municipalities, the provinces and the
dominion. Ot.herwise we shall have different
public bodies spending public moneys in a
manner that will lead to extravag-nce, waste
and overlapping. If this resolution contem-
plates 'the estabilishment of a federal com-
mission ta go off on its cswn and undertake the
building of houses on behalil of the federal
government, I for one should be inclined to
view it with a good deal of suspicion. If,
on the other hand, the bill proposes ta
establish somne body that will see to it that
any federal maoneys emapended ta provide
employment may be expended in part in the
construction of dwellings, ywhere shini clear-
ances are needed and proper accommodation
for working people should be provided, and
that this is done in accordance with a scheme
whîch will corre'late the efforts of the muni-
cipalities, the provinces and the dominion,
then the measuire may be ail ta the good.

Mr. HEAiFS: There is something of that
kind in the report.

Mr. MACKE~NZIE KING: If the bill in
thst respect carnies out the recommendation
of the report, it will serve to bring about a
certain degree of unanimity in the house with
respect to wh'at it proposes. But if it is ta
eÊtablish another commission to enable the
present administration ta appoint some more
officiale ta spend public money out of the
feder&l treasury, without any relation to what
is done by the munîcipalities or the provinces,
then we shouli oppose it very strongly.
However, I for one am prepared ta await
the introduction of the bill. I attach much
importance ta, one word in the resolution,
namneqy, that it is ta "assist" in the con-
struction af houses. Evidently the resolution
daes not contemplate the federai government
going into this business as some new ventura
at the present tinie.

Motion agreed ta and the house went into
committee, Mr. Morand in the chair.

Sir GEORGE PERLEY: Perhaps I ought ta
have made some explanation af the resolution
when 1 was moving it, but I thought that in
the usual way we might go into commitâtea
at once and I couid answcr questions and
make such emplanation-s as might be necessary.
As a mattar ai fact, although this resolution


