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Mr. DUNNING: Tempered by assassina-
tien.

Mr. BENNETT: Well, it depends entirely
upon wbo is the "assassinator" and wbo is the
"assassinee". I can readily understand after
the bon gentlemnan's observations the other
evening that if hie had the "power" he would
commit bari-kari. At any rate 1 do suggest
to the minister, in order ta avoid any possile
misundcrstanding as ta the reasons behind
thjs legisiation, that if this power is taken and
the e'<ericise of it deferred deliberately a year
lie will accornplish the purpase he bas in mind,
and everybod 'v then wvill hav e an opportun-
ity of adjusting hirnself ta the new conditions.
I fear very greatly the unfairness and injustice
that wvill be donc ta rnany people, if I arn cor-
rectly inforrned, if this legisiation becomes
immed-iately operative, and I fear rnuch more
greatly the difficulties that will attend the
coflcting of the revenue. I fear the minister
xvill find that in nine cases out of ten either
one cf twa things will bappen: An adjustment
wvill have ta be made with the original gather-
er on basis of the furs takea, and hie will get
that much less rnoney, or else the furs will be
sold under such conditions that no tax will be
collected and the gavernrnent will then have
ta seize the furs for non-paymrnet of the tax.
ca1'siig muchi irritation, much difficulty and
maaiy complications. After thinking the mat-
ter over in the light of what xvas saici ta me
the othcr day in Calgary and Edmnonton-and
1 think representations have been made ta
the minister-it accurs ta me that it would
serve an excellent purpase if hie cou]d see bis
uax- clear nat ta make this legisiation aper-
ainve until another season. That is rny only
suggestion at the marnent.

Mr. STEWART (Edmonton): I have had
representations made ta me ta delay the
imposition af the tax, but thase representations
have came very largely frorn transients.

Mr. BENNETT: Frorn whorn?

Mr. STEWART (Edrnonton): Frorn the
transient traders. The transient trader is
the biggest difficulty we have ta encounter.
He is the man who bias been gaing in there and
sccaring, fur frorn the legfitimate traders and
is responsible for the lasses ta thern. In arder
ta cape with that difficulty we put into effect
a regulation insisting an licenses being issued,
and 'we do not any langer issue a license ta
the transient trader. Sorne hon. member may
say that is ail in favour of the big fur coin-
panies but it is nlot. Ail we ask a rnan ta
do is ta take out a license and establish him-
self in soute definite locality. We are bcing
bornbarded by the very men who wish to
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travel hy dog tearn here and there and gather
aIl the furs they can get hold of. In the
meantime some legitimate trader who bas
given credit to the trapper and his Iamily is
chcated out of bis legitimate return. The
greatcst diffieulty lies in connectien with the
matter af credit, and I want ta, say frankly
I do flot see anything in the argument at al
w'ith respect ta the destruction of credit by
the imposition of this tax. The difflculty
bas been crcatcd by the fact that somne people
have seen fit ta get outffts, go into the
territories, make rapid trips through the
country visiting Indian camps and trappers,
buying fors and getting themn as cbeaply as
they can by reason of paying cash. That was
the greatcst evil we had ta contend with in
the Northxvest Territories. Wc havec st.opped ail
that. Wc allow no0 one ta enter the territories
as a fur trader unless thcy have a license. We
issue a license ta a trader ne matter whether
bis operations be small or large; if bie says that
lie intends ta trade at a definite location and
cstahlisb hirnself there bie gets a license and
hie can begin business. Sa that we are not,
and I want ta make thîs point vcry clear,
torning these operations over te the big coin-
panies, such as the Revillon Brothers and the
Hudson's Bay Comnpany. I think tbey coin-
piaincd just as bittcrly when the suggestion
was made that we put a stop ta the operations
aif the transient traders in order that we rnigbt
,ive that protection ta wbicha the trade was
cntitled. I have no notion, bowever, of bring-
ingý these acts into effect with respect ta this
year's catch. I think due notice sbould be
given in order that the companies interested
and others in the business shold adjost tbem-
selves ta the ncw conditions.

Mr. BENNETT: That is wbat I had in
mind.

Mr. STEWART (Edmonton): On the other
hand I wish ta make it vcry clear that the
difficolty dirl fot arise in regard ta the stop-
ping of credit. The difficulty was that those
who gave legitimate credit werc chcated out
of their returns.

Mr. BENNETT: I think the minister did
not follow me carrectly. What I had i0 mmnd
was that if the tax is ta be exacted it is prob-
able the price paîd for furs will be less than
the price theretofore paid, and inasmoch as
the price bas been fixed and the credit given
it follows that with respect ta this year's catch,
if I Mnay use that word-I think the minister
savs tbat is the correct terrn-

Mr. STEWART (Edmontan): Quite right.


